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Ianessa A. Humbert, PhD, CCC-SLP, is an associate professor at the University of 

Florida in the Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences. She has 

expertise in swallowing and swallowing disorders. Humbert’s research program is 

focused on the physiological mechanisms of swallowing disorders and the development 

of rehabilitation strategies for dysfunction. Her interests center on the peripheral and 

central control of swallowing in normal and impaired function. More recently, a major 

interest of her research program has been to understand the neural mechanisms 

underlying normal and disordered swallowing and how principles of motor learning can 

be applied to examine these as well as swallowing interventions. In this context, 

Humbert’s research involves neural stimulation, neural imaging, and peripheral 

perturbation studies of swallowing in humans. Her research has been steadily supported 

by grants from NIH, American Heart Association, and ASHA. Humbert is a widely sought 

after invited speaker at several regional, national, and international clinical and scientific 

meetings. She has created online courses for CE credit on swallowing physiology and 

clinical practice, for which hundreds of clinicians have registered to date, and she is the 

author of the Swallowing Pocket Guide: A Quick Reference for Muscles and Innervation, 

which has sold several hundred copies nationally and internationally.  
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Nicole Rogus-Pulia, PhD, CCC-SLP, is an assistant professor in the departments of 

Medicine and Surgery and affiliate faculty in the Department of Communication Sciences 

and Disorders at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Additionally, she is the director of 

the Swallowing Research Program in the Geriatric Research Education and Clinical 

Center (GRECC) at the William S. Middleton Memorial Veterans Hospital as well as 

director of the multi-site Veteran Health Administration’s (VHA) Intensive Dysphagia 

Treatment (ID) clinical program. The goal of Rogus-Pulia’s research program is to 

systematically identify and characterize factors underlying dysphagia in older adults and 

translate these findings into novel, evidence-based treatments for prevention of 

pneumonia onset. Her specific research interests include the effects of tongue 

strengthening on swallow function and health status, the impact of altered salivary 

production on swallowing, and the design of interventional studies for dysphagia in 

patients with dementia. Rogus-Pulia has grant funding from the VHA, the American 

Speech-Language-Hearing Foundation, and the Wisconsin Alzheimer’s Disease 

Research Center (ADRC) to support this work. 
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