
ASHA Webinar 18250 – Private Practice Connect Sampler 

 

Documentation Essentials for Pediatric SLPs: 
Articulating the Need for Skilled Services 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Although documentation requirements vary by insurer, prior authorization requirements 
are becoming increasingly common. What you write in your patient report and plan of 
care could very well determine whether your services are deemed medically necessary. 
Identifying a communication or swallowing delay and a need for speech-language 
services often is not enough; your documentation must reflect the need for skilled 
services. This includes providing a thorough description of the disorder that necessitates 
intervention, explaining how the disorder affects the patient’s functional status, writing 
goals that emphasize functional outcomes, and clearly outlining the criteria for 
discharge. This webinar – a sample of the practical content offered at ASHA’s Private 
Practice Connect conference – will discuss these key aspects of the patient report and 
plan of care and provide examples of documentation that reflect the need for skilled vs. 
unskilled care. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
You will be able to: 

 clearly state how a communication disorder affects a patient’s functional status 
 write goals that emphasize functional outcomes 
 clearly define discharge criteria 

 

 

PROGRAM HISTORY AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

Original recording date: January 5, 2018 

Start date: March 1, 2018 

End date: March 31, 2018 

 

To earn continuing education credit, you must complete the learning assessment by 

March 31, 2018. 

 

To see if this program has been renewed after this date, please search by title in ASHA’s 

online store at www.asha.org/shop. 
 

 

 

 

 
This course is offered for 0.05 ASHA CEUs (Intermediate level, Related area). 
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STATEMENT ON EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 

It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that 
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of evidence-
based practice in clinical decision making to provide high-quality clinical care. The term 
evidence-based practice refers to an approach in which current, high-quality research 
evidence is integrated with practitioner expertise and client preferences and values into 
the process of making clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the evidence basis 
for clinical procedures presented in this and other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 

 

  


