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Barbara J. Ehren, EdD, CCC-SLP, BCS-CL, is a professor at the University of Central 

Florida and director of a doctoral program that focuses on language and literacy for 

learners who struggle. Prior to this position, she was a research scientist with the 

University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning (KUCRL), where her emphasis 

was on strategic reading for adolescents, collaboration among professionals in schools, 

and school-wide literacy initiatives in secondary schools, including Response-to-

Intervention/Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (RTI/MTSS). Her experience includes 

many years in public schools as an SLP, teacher, and district administrator. She serves 

on numerous committees and editorial boards, including the ASHA Advisory Board on 

School Issues. She has been awarded ASHA Fellow and Honors of the Association. She 

has a special interest in helping school systems build more effective literacy programs 

for diverse learners at the school level. A recurrent theme of her work is shared 

responsibility for literacy acquisition. She is a frequent consultant to states, school 

districts, and professional associations and has authored many publications related to 

language, literacy, and collaborative school practice. 
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Sandra Laing Gillam, PhD, CCC-SLP, is a professor in the Department of 

Communicative Disorders and Deaf Education at Utah State University and the Vice 

President for Speech-Language Pathology Practice for ASHA. She has received 

numerous awards and honors, including being named ASHA Fellow, Outstanding 

Alumnus, Undergraduate Research Mentor of the Year, and Outstanding Researcher of 

the Year. She earned her BS and MS degrees in speech-language pathology and 

audiology at Auburn University and began her career as a speech-language pathologist 

in the public schools. She also worked in private practice and medical settings 

throughout her clinical career. Gillam obtained her doctorate at The University of 

Memphis and began her academic career at The University of Alabama. She currently 

teaches courses in phonological development and disorders, school-age language 

development and disorders, professional issues, and assessment and intervention for 

speech and language disorders across the life span. Her research interests include 

assessment and intervention of language and literacy impairments, multicultural 

populations, and processes involved in text comprehension. Gillam was the Primary 

Investigator on an Institute of Education Sciences (IES) grant to develop narrative 

assessment and intervention procedures and teacher training materials related to 

narrative intervention. 
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Nickola Wolf Nelson, PhD, CCC-SLP, is Professor Emerita in Speech, Language, and 

Hearing Sciences and former director of the Interdisciplinary Health Sciences PhD 

program at Western Michigan University. She conducts research and publishes books 

and articles in language-literacy development and disorders and is first author of the 

Test of Integrated Language and Literacy Skills (TILLS; 2016), editor of Topics in 

Language Disorders, an ASHA Fellow, and recipient of the Kleffner Clinical Career 

Award of the ASHFoundation and Honors of ASHA. 
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