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Donna K. Edwards, MA, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, is an author, inventor, 

national/international speaker, and Board Certified Specialist in Swallowing and 

Swallowing Disorders at Dayton Children’s Hospital, where she serves an inpatient and 

outpatient population and trains students and colleagues on clinical topics. After 

receiving her degree, Edwards worked in schools with children and adolescents, 

including working alongside the national autism teacher of the year. She relocated to 

Ohio and worked in an SNF before serving as Dysphagia Coordinator of Level I Trauma 

Hospital, working on acute care and TBI/SCI/CVA rehabilitation teams to serve patients 

across the age span from NICU to geriatric. As Director of Legislative Advocacy for the 

Ohio Speech, Language and Hearing Association (OSLHA), Edwards advocated for 

patients and families affected by communication, hearing, and swallowing disorders. She 

now serves as OSLHA president and as mentorship committee chair and application 

committee member for the American Board of Swallowing and Swallowing Disorders. 

She is past editor of ASHA SIG 13 Perspectives and currently sits on the ASHA 

Governmental Relations Public Policy Board. She was awarded the honors of Elwood 

Chaney Outstanding Clinician Award in 2009, OSLHA Fellow of the Association in 2013, 

and ASHA Fellow in 2014. Edwards has a patent pending for a chewing function 

measurement device and is author of two free pediatric educational coloring books with 

information to reduce choking risk. 
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Lissa Power-deFur, PhD, CCC-SLP, teaches ethics and professional issues at 

Longwood University, where she was instrumental in starting the graduate program in 

2005. She earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in speech-language pathology at 

the University of Virginia, where she also earned her doctorate, earning certification in 

audiology and deaf education. She was honored to serve the professions on ASHA’s 

Board of Ethics and as Vice President of Standards and Ethics in Speech-Language 

Pathology from 2014 to 2016. She has been an active volunteer in her state association, 

the Speech-Language-Hearing Association of Virginia and in ASHA, where she has 

served as Legislative Councilor and on such committees as school finance and an ad 

hoc committee on Medicaid supervision. Power-deFur contributed a chapter on legal and 

ethical issues in Emily Homer’s book, Management of Feeding and Swallowing 
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Disorders in Schools. She has presented on ethical issues at district, state, and national 

conferences and in online webinars. She is also a member of the Virginia 

Commonwealth University LEND faculty, an interprofessional education and practice 

program that focuses on the needs of children with neurodevelopmental disabilities.  
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