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FACULTY 

Meredith Oakey Ashford, MS, CCC-SLP, obtained her bachelor’s degree from the 

University of Georgia and master’s degree in speech pathology from Vanderbilt 

University. She has 9 years of experience working as an SLP at Vanderbilt University 

Medical Center. She is the lead SLP for both the geriatric and palliative care teams. 

Ashford has special interests in the assessment and treatment of dysphagia, 

collaboration with families in patient care, and teaching. She is a co-instructor of the 

dysphagia course at Vanderbilt, and she is a regular speaker at interdisciplinary 

meetings. 
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Cheri L. Canon, MD, FACR, is professor and Witten-Stanley Endowed Chair of 

Radiology at the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB). She completed her 

undergraduate training at the University of Texas at Austin, followed by medical school 

at the University of Texas Medical Branch. After completing her residency in diagnostic 

radiology at UAB, she joined the abdominal imaging faculty. Her area of clinical focus 

remains esophageal disease. Canon was the radiology residency program director and 

vice chair of education for 7 years. She then served as senior vice chair of operations 

before her appointment as chair. Canon was an oral examiner for the American Board of 

Radiology for 11 years. She received the ABR Lifetime Service Award in 2013 and was 

appointed to the ABR Board of Trustees in 2016. Canon serves as vice chair of the 

American College of Radiology and previously served as the chair of the Commission on 

Education. She sits on the ACR Board of Chancellors. She has also assumed the role of 

secretary-treasurer for the Society of Chairs of Academic Radiology Departments. She 

serves on the UAB Health Services Foundation Board of Directors.  
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James Coyle, PhD, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, is an associate professor of communication 

science and disorders and otolaryngology at the University of Pittsburgh, where he trains 

SLP students and teaches courses in dysphagia, head and neck anatomy, use of 

instrumentation in dysphagia management, and medical speech-language pathology. He 

co-developed the department’s medical SLP clinical doctorate program. Coyle lectures 

nationally and internationally on assessment and management of oropharyngeal 



Contemporary Issues in Adult Health Care and Swallowing 

ASHA Self-Study 17530 

dysphagia in adults and the integration of disease pathophysiology in the management 

of swallowing disorders. He is a Board Certified Specialist in Swallowing Disorders, a 

former member of the American Board of Swallowing and Swallowing Disorders, and an 

ASHA Fellow. He sees patients and conducts research in the University of Pittsburgh 

Medical Center, funded by NIH to investigate and develop dysphagia screening 

instrumentation. 
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Donna Lundy, PhD, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, is a professor and Chief of the Speech Division 

in the Department of Otolaryngology at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine. 

She has spent nearly her entire career at U of Miami, becoming the first speech-

language pathologist on faculty in the division and growing it to a staff of seven. She 

specializes in dysphagia, voice disorders, and head and neck cancer. Her original 

interest in the field stemmed from a summer course as a high schooler at Northwestern 

University under the guidance/direction of Dr. Jeri Logemann. Lundy has been involved 

in numerous multi-institutional research projects focusing on head and neck cancer and 

has published more than 40 articles in peer-reviewed journals. Current research 

interests remain in the areas of dysphagia and head and neck cancer with specific 

attention to prophylactic swallowing therapy for patients undergoing organ preservation 

treatment as well as evaluating other areas impacting quality of life including the sense 

of taste. Lundy has been involved with ASHA through SIG 13 and currently serves on 

the Airway and Swallowing Committee of the AAO-HNS. She additionally is actively 

involved with the ACS serving as Vice-Chair of the Florida Division. 
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Bonnie Martin-Harris, PhD, is the Alice Gabrielle Twight Professor in the Roxelyn and 

Richard Pepper Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders, and associate 

dean for academic affairs in the School of Communication at Northwestern University. 

Martin-Harris’ research includes swallowing impairment and treatment approaches for 

patients with head and neck cancer and neurologic and pulmonary diseases. Her 

program of research focuses on cross-system interactions between respiratory and 

upper aerodigestive function. Her research is funded by the National Institutes on 

Deafness and Other Communication Disorders (NIDCD), the Veteran’s Administration, 

and the Mark and Evelyn Trammell Foundation. She is a past president of the 
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Dysphagia Research Society, associate editor for the Dysphagia journal, and an editorial 

board member for the American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology and Canadian 

Journal of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology. She is an ASHA Fellow and 

inaugural recipient of the 2016 Admiral Albert J. Baciocco Innovation Award from the 

Medical University of South Carolina, acknowledging the global impact of her work, 

including the first standardized method for videofluoroscopic assessment of swallowing 

impairment (Modified Barium Swallowing Impairment Profile, MBSImP), translated into 

clinical practice in 15 countries and used for graduate training in more than 80 

universities. 
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Sumi Misra, MD, MPH, FAAHPM, received her Master’s in Public Health from the 

University of Pittsburgh in 1996 and completed her medical residency program (1999) 

and a fellowship in geriatrics (2000) at Vanderbilt University Medical Center (VUMC). 

She has been on faculty at VUMC since then. During her fellowship training, she 

developed a passion for issues surrounding end of life and is a Diplomat of the American 

Board of Hospice and Palliative Care (2000). She is Board Certified in Integrated Health 

and Complementary Medicine (2006). Her research interests include education, care 

delivery, and end-of-life care. Misra is a Harvard Macy Scholar and the recipient of two 

consecutive HRSA funded KO1 Geriatric Career Development Awards, with an 

emphasis on geriatrics and end-of-life care. She is the recipient of the 2007 AMDA-

Pfizer Award for Quality Improvement, for innovative strategies for pain management in 

nursing homes. She serves as a Palliative Care Panel member for the National Cancer 

Coalition Network (NCCN). Misra directs the Hospice and Palliative Medicine Fellowship 

Program and facilitates discussions pertaining to the elderly, palliative care, and end-of-

life care to fellows and residents in the internal medicine training program at VUMC. 
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