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INTRODUCTION 
 
This course focuses on the impact of Theory of Mind on effective social-pragmatic 
communication for children and adolescents with high-functioning autism. The course 
describes the typical Theory of Mind deficits among this population – including tact, 
proxemics, social rules, egocentricity, naiveté, and jocularity – as well as social 
communication deficits and issues associated with social-emotional regulation that this 
population often exhibits. The course then explores the unique assessments and 
interventions that can address the specific deficits and challenges of students with high-
functioning autism, which are distinct from those of students with more severe autism. 
The course discusses in detail best practices in social-pragmatic assessment and 
evidence-based treatment strategies and techniques that SLPs can put into practice to 
equip students to overcome social skills deficits. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
You will be able to: 

 describe how Theory of Mind, central coherence, executive functioning, and 

emotional intelligence affect social-pragmatic communication 

 use assessment methods to evaluate social-pragmatic communication 

 use evidence-based interventions to produce positive change in social-pragmatic 

communication 
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STATEMENT ON EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 

It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that 
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of evidence-
based practice in clinical decision making to provide high-quality clinical care. The term 
evidence-based practice refers to an approach in which current, high-quality research 
evidence is integrated with practitioner expertise and client preferences and values into 
the process of making clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the evidence basis 
for clinical procedures presented in this and other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  


