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FACULTY 

Debra Preisser, PhD, CCC-SLP, received her doctorate in speech-language pathology 
from the University of Illinois, where her research focus was developmental phonology. 
Preisser has taught graduate courses in speech sound disorders and presented 
numerous workshops and seminars on assessment and treatment of phonological 
disorders. She has provided clinical services in private practice, medical settings, and 
public schools and has supervised speech-language pathology public school programs 
in Illinois and Iowa. Preisser currently provides speech-language services to students 
ages 3–21 in public school districts in Illinois.  
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Judy Rudebusch, EdD, CCC-SLP, holds a doctorate in education administration and 
has recently completed a 35-year career in public education as a speech-language 
pathologist, supervisor of the speech and language program in a large urban school 
district, special education director, federal programs director, division director for state 
and federal categorical programs, and, most recently, assistant superintendent for 
student services and federal programs in a mid-urban district in north Texas. She is 
currently an education consultant specializing in school-related issues in quality services 
in speech-language pathology. Rudebusch has a keen interest in the application of 
systems theory and best practices for continuous improvement. For more than three 
decades, Rudebusch has applied continuous improvement models to school-based 
speech-language pathology in the areas of using a workload approach, evidence-based 
and outcomes-based models for treatment, eligibility and dismissal guidelines, staffing 
and funding models for school-based speech-language pathology, and, more recently, 
the interface of SLP service delivery and standards-based education. Rudebusch is a 
published author of numerous works, including The Source for RTI, and Language Lab: 
A response to intervention program for teaching grammar, vocabulary, and storytelling.  
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Sherry Sancibrian, MS, CCC-SLP, has worked as a speech-language pathologist in a 
variety of settings, including schools, early childhood intervention programs, and 
hospitals, over the last 35 years. She is now a University Distinguished Professor and 
Program Director for Speech-Language Pathology in the Department of Speech, 
Language and Hearing Sciences at Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 
(TTUHSC). Sancibrian is an ASHA Fellow and holds Board Certification in Child 
Language and Language Disorders. She has fulfilled a variety of professional roles, 
including president of the Texas Speech-Language-Hearing Association, chair of the 
Texas Board of Examiners in Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, president of 
the Texas Speech-Language-Hearing Foundation, president of the National Council of 
State Boards of Examiners, chair of the American Board of Child Language and 
Language Disorders, ASHA Legislative Councilor, and co-chair of the ASHA 2008 
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Convention. Sancibrian teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in pediatric 
speech and language disorders, supervises speech-language services for children in the 
TTUHSC Speech, Language, and Hearing Clinic, and provides consultation for schools. 
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C. Melanie Schuele, PhD, CCC-SLP, is an ASHA Fellow and an associate professor in 
the department of hearing and speech sciences at Vanderbilt University Medical Center. 
She obtained her master's degree in speech-language pathology from the University of 
Texas at Austin and her PhD from the University of Kansas's Child Language Doctoral 
Program. Schuele completed postdoctoral training at Arizona State University. Prior to 
her PhD, Schuele provided speech-language services in public schools and early 
intervention. Schuele is the director of the Child Language and Literacy Lab. The lab is 
focused on providing master's students with specialized training for school-based SLP 
practice, preparing doctoral students to conduct language and literacy research that 
informs school-based practice, and conducting complex syntax and early literacy 
research in complex syntax. The lab's activities currently are supported by the U.S. 
Department of Education. Along with Naomi D. Murphy, Schuele is the co-author of 
Intensive Phonological Awareness Program, published by Brookes Publishing Company 
(2014). Schuele has served as associate editor for Language, Speech, and Hearing 
Services in Schools and chaired ASHA's Research and Scientific Affairs Committee. She 
is a frequent provider of professional development for speech-language pathologists and 
other educators at the local, state, national, and international levels. 
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JoAnn Wiechmann, EdD, CCC-SLP, has 24 years of experience as a speech-language 
pathologist in the public school setting. She provided speech-language therapy services 
for ages 3-21 for the first 10 years of her experience, and the last 14 years, she has 
been working at the administrative level. Her work experience has been primarily in 
Texas, with one year in Oklahoma. During her 14 years of administrative experience, 
she has supervised the speech-language therapy program and has developed quality 
speech-language therapy services that span the ASHA Roles and Responsibilities of 
School-Based SLPs. In addition to working in the school setting, Wiechmann is a 
published author of Artic Lab: RtI for Speech Pathologists; Language Lab: A response to 
intervention program for teaching grammar, vocabulary, and storytelling; and SLP 
Supervision in Texas. She is a frequent provider of professional development on topics 
such as RTI; the use of cross-battery cognitive assessment for the identification of 
learning disabilities and language impairments; evaluation practices and writing quality 
evaluation reports; and linking state standards, state assessment demands, and 
language therapy. Wiechmann serves as the SIG 16 Professional Development 
Manager, chair of the ASHA SLP School Issues Advisory Board, member of the ASHA 
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SIG 16 Coordinating Committee, and member of the Texas Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association Ethical Practices Committee. 
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