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Samuel R. Atcherson, PhD, CCC-A, received his bachelor's and master's degrees at 

the University of Georgia and his doctorate at the University of Memphis. He is currently 

associate professor and interim director of audiology at the University of Arkansas at 

Little Rock in consortium with the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences. He is 

author or co-author of more than 95 publications, including three books, 10 book 

chapters, and 31 peer reviewed articles, and he has given more than 160 presentations 

around the U.S. and Canada. His research and clinical areas of interest include hearing 

assistive technologies, auditory electrophysiology, auditory processing disorders, 

audiologic rehabilitation, and health literacy. Atcherson is active in his state organization 

as former ArkSHA Treasurer and current Vice-President of Audiology and Hearing 

Services. He is a recipient of the 2011 ArkSHA Research Award, 2014 ArkSHA 

Audiology Award, and 2015 ArkSHA Adult Ambassador Award, and is a 2014–2015 

participant of the ASHA Leadership Development Program. He is a bilateral cochlear 

implant user and a long-time user of hearing aids and hearing assistive and access 

technologies. 
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Ivette Cejas, PhD, is the director of the Barton G. Kids Hear Now Cochlear Implant 

Family Resource Center and an assistant professor at the University of Miami Ear 

Institute. Cejas received her PhD in clinical psychology from Nova Southeastern 

University and is a licensed psychologist in the state of Florida. She completed her 

clinical internship at the Mailman Center for Child Development, where she specialized 

in pediatric psychology. Cejas is a well-known researcher in the area of pediatric 

cochlear implantation, having published more than 20 articles/chapters and having 

presented at numerous conferences. Since 2004, she has been providing therapeutic 

services to children and families coping with a hearing loss diagnosis or co-morbid 

disorders. As part of the cochlear implant team she is involved with pre-implantation 

evaluations, assessment of cognitive functioning, and supportive therapy for families of 

children with hearing loss. She is an advocate for all children with hearing loss and 

organizes a mentoring program at UHealth to help prepare children and families for the 

journey of listening through cochlear implantation. She is on the AG Bell Board of 

Directors and is a member of the American Cochlear Implant Alliance. 
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