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FACULTY 

James L. Coyle, PhD, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, actively works as a dysphagia clinician, 

educator, and researcher. He sees patients in a university medical center and 

community hospital and teaches dysphagia, medical SLP, head and neck anatomy, and 

applied aerodigestive physiology courses to undergraduate, MA-SLP, clinical doctorate, 

and PhD students. Coyle lectures extensively in continuing education programs 

nationally and internationally and is a co-investigator in an NIH-funded study 

investigating swallowing physiology and an unfunded study of the effect of lingual 

strengthening exercise on swallowing outcomes. His clinical and research interests are 

in the effects of disease on aerodigestive function and of aerodigestive function on 

disease, deployment of external and clinical evidence in developing diagnostic and 

intervention plans for patients with dysphagia, and the intricacies of diseases and their 

effect on patient communication and swallowing performance. 
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Kathryn Kieffer, MS, CCC-SLP, earned her graduate degree in speech pathology at the 

University of South Florida. She currently works at the Tampa VA Hospital Polytrauma 

Rehabilitation Center as a speech-language pathologist in the Acute Inpatient Brain 

Injury Program. Her 16 years of clinical experience includes specializing in the 

assessment and treatment of moderate to severe cognitive-communication deficits in 

veteran and active duty patients. She has most recently participated in a national multi-

center research protocol examining recovery and outcomes in the emerging 

consciousness brain injury population. As co-chair of the Performance Improvement 

Committee for the Acute Inpatient Brain Injury Program, she analyzes best practices to 

optimize treatment outcomes in traumatic brain injury rehabilitation. 
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Cathy L. Lazarus, PhD, is currently the research director of the THANC Functional 

Outcomes Research Center at the THANC Foundation in the Department of 

Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery at Mount Sinai Beth Israel. She has been 
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conducting research on normal and abnormal swallowing for many years. Her primary 

interest is swallowing in treated head and neck cancer patients, focusing on outcomes 

after head and neck cancer treatment. She has procured NIH funding and has 

participated in multi-site randomized clinical trials examining treatment for swallowing 

disorders. Lazarus has been teaching the dysphagia course to graduate students in the 

Communication Sciences & Disorders Department at New York University for the past 

12 years. She has served on ASHA committees and on the Board of the American 

Board of Swallowing and Swallowing Disorders. She is also a past-president of the 

board of the Dysphagia Research Society. 
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Linda M. Picon, MCD, CCC-SLP, obtained her graduate degree in communication 

sciences and disorders from Auburn University in 1990. Since June 2014, she has 

served as the senior consultant for traumatic brain injury (TBI) for the Veterans' Health 

Administration in the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). In this role, she functions as 

the TBI liaison for the Department of Defense and VA at the Defense Centers of 

Excellence for Psychological Health and TBI. Picon comes into this new role after 21 

years in the Polytrauma Rehabilitation Center at the James A. Haley Veterans' Hospital 

in Tampa, Florida, where she provided rehabilitative services as a speech-language 

pathologist for the TBI program. Her numerous collaborative projects with the military 

health system have included writing clinical practice recommendations, practice 

guidance, and preferred practice documents, as well as protocol development for 

congressionally mandated TBI treatment trials. She is also an adjunct professor in the 

Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders at the University of South 

Florida, has co-authored book chapters and peer-reviewed articles, and has presented 

numerous national lectures on the subject of TBI. 
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Justine Joan Sheppard, PhD, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, is an ASHA Fellow and teaches 

courses in pediatric and adult dysphagia in the Department of Biobehavioral Sciences at 

Teachers College, Columbia University. She also consults for residential centers for 

adults with special needs. Sheppard is active in continuing education and has presented 

many workshops in the U.S., Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, and Europe. 

Her research emphasizes understanding the swallowing and feeding disorders of 

children and adults with developmental disabilities and the use of motor learning and 

behavioral strategies to maintain and improve skills and provide for optimum quality of 

life. She was honored as a Distinguished Visiting Lecturer at the University of 

Canterbury in Christchurch, NZ, and as a guest editor for a Language, Speech, and 

Hearing Services in Schools clinical forum on dysphagia in the schools. Sheppard has 

contributed many scientific papers to peer-reviewed journals, authored scholarly book 

chapters, and was co-editor of Dysphagia and the Child with Developmental Disabilities, 

Medical, Clinical, and Family Interventions. 
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