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FACULTY 

James L. Coyle, PhD, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, actively works as a dysphagia clinician, 

educator, and researcher. He sees patients in a university medical center and 

community hospital and teaches dysphagia, medical SLP, head and neck anatomy, and 

applied aerodigestive physiology courses to undergraduate, MA-SLP, clinical doctorate, 

and PhD students. Coyle lectures extensively in continuing education programs 

nationally and internationally and is a co-investigator in an NIH-funded study 

investigating swallowing physiology and an unfunded study of the effect of lingual 

strengthening exercise on swallowing outcomes. His clinical and research interests are 

in the effects of disease on aerodigestive function and of aerodigestive function on 

disease, deployment of external and clinical evidence in developing diagnostic and 

intervention plans for patients with dysphagia, and the intricacies of diseases and their 

effect on patient communication and swallowing performance. 
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Karen Dikeman, MA, CCC-SLP, is a specialist in swallowing and swallowing disorders 

and co-author of Communication and Swallowing Management of the Tracheostomized 

and Ventilator Dependent Adult as well as peer reviewed articles and book chapters. 

She has led both national and international seminars and participated in several national 

clinical trials, including Protocol 201, the use of the Blom speaking tracheotomy tube, 

and, currently, the MOLST protocol. She is currently AVP of Pulmonary Services at the 

Silvercrest Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation in Queens, New York. 
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Caryn Easterling, PhD, CCC-SLP, is an ASHA Fellow and a lecturer in the Department 

of Communication Sciences and Disorders at University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee. She 

also holds an appointment in the Department of Neurology at the Medical College of 

Wisconsin. Easterling has been a clinician, researcher, teacher, and author for more 

than 30 years and currently serves as associate editor for the Journal of Speech, 



Complex Cases in Adult Dysphagia: Cardiovascular, Respiratory, and Digestive Systems 

ASHA WEB15004 

Language, and Hearing Research; Perspectives on Swallowing and Swallowing 

Disorders (Dysphagia); and The Dysphagia Journal. 
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Marta S. Kazandjian, MA, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, directs the Department of Speech 

Pathology and Swallowing at the Silvercrest Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation and 

the multidisciplinary Center for Digestive Diseases and Swallowing Disorders at New 

York Hospital Queens. Kazandjian also is a member of the interdisciplinary pulmonary 

team at Silvercrest Center for Pulmonary Care, where, along with Karen Dikeman, she 

directs a team to manage an 80-bed dedicated ventilator unit and 40-bed step-down 

tracheostomy unit. She has extensive experience with complex medically fragile 

populations in acute, sub-acute, and long-term care settings. 
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