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FACULTY 
 
Diane L. Williams, PhD, CCC-SLP, is the Anna Rangos Rizakus 
Endowed Chair in Health Sciences and Ethics and an associate 
professor in the Department of Speech-Language Pathology at 
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, PA. She received her doctorate 
in speech-language pathology from Bowling Green State 
University and completed a post-doctoral fellowship in autism at 
the University of Pittsburgh. Williams received a Research Career 
Development Award from the National Institute of Deafness and 
Other Communication Disorders with an emphasis on functional 
magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) research in autism. She 
currently uses neuroimaging to study social cognition and 
language processing in autism in collaboration with colleagues at the University of 
Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon University. Williams is an ASHA Board Recognized 
Specialist in Child Language with 35 years of clinical experience with individuals with 
autism, from toddlers through adults. She is the author of Developmental Language 
Disorders: Learning, Language, and the Brain, a summary of research on the 
neurological basis of developmental disorders and the application of this research to the 
learning process. Williams is also the author of numerous scientific articles related to the 
neuropsychological and neurobiological basis of autism. 
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EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 
It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that audiologists and speech-
language pathologists incorporate the principles of evidence-based practice in clinical decision making to 
provide high quality clinical care. The term evidence-based practice refers to an approach in which current, 
high-quality research evidence is integrated with practitioner expertise and client preferences and values 
into the process of making clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the evidence basis for clinical 
procedures presented in this and other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 

ii 


