
New Middle School at the Historic Stratford Site 
Naming Committee Update (11/1/18) 

The new middle school Naming Committee met for the second time on November 
12. It was a lively and productive meeting with approximately 30 participants 
including parents, students, and interested community members. Each 
representative arrived with suggestions for the name from their community/school. 
Led by Principal Ellen Smith, the group was able to winnow down the many 
suggestions to three finalists. This was an impressive feat given the broad range of 
options we started from. The task was made easier, however, by the clear and early 
consensus that the word “Stratford” should remain in the name in some capacity; 
the vast majority of submissions preferred that the school be called Stratford MS or 
include the name Stratford. 

The finalists, in no particular order, are as follows: 
(1) Stratford Middle School 
(2) Legacy Middle School at the Historic Stratford Building 
(3) Dorothy Hamm Middle School at the Historic Stratford Building 

The final assessment of these options - at the Committee’s next meeting at the end 
of November - will be further informed by the committee members’ respective 
constituents.  

Please share your own view by completing the short survey prior to November 23: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSdrWYUTWVfPMpqLjEWaS_FoTe1J4xPjUsOXSxEQhpyG-ypIvQ/viewform 

The final step of this process will be a presentation to the School Board where the 
finalist and alternate name will be presented. The renaming consideration process is 
part of the new School Board policy for naming any new school. The School Board 
will have the final decision, likely at their December meeting. 

More information on the Stratford Building's historic designation can be found here: 
https://newsroom.arlingtonva.us/release/stratford-school-designated-local-historic-
district/ 

More information on Dorothy Hamm can be found here: https://
www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/2004/06/13/dorothy-m-hamm/
7b7a7e08-41da-4d83-bcd3-2176bbbe3376/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.
6340ef416c53 

Please feel free to contact Toni Del Re (td2spain@yahoo.com) or Kris Humphrey 
(kristenjhumphrey@gmail.com) with any questions.
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