
  

 

 
August 2018 

From Ms. Begley & Ms. Jones: 
 
Fantastic Results! 
 

We are very excited to share our students’ performance results from our spring 2018 SOLs at the September PTA 
meeting. The students’ performance was at an all-time high. We thank our teachers for their excellent teaching and our 
parents for all their support in supporting your child(ren). 

 
Each academic year holds its own set of special memories and each year we watch our students grow, change, and 

develop. We recognize their achievement and academic recognition for student performance by the Governor for the 
eighth year, and so many other outstanding events. 

 
We thank each and every parent for your support of the staff, curriculum, and events, that support your child’s 

learning. We look forward to your return to an exciting 2018-19 academic year with Open House on August 30. 
 
Attendance  
 

As you begin to make plans for travel during the coming year, we ask that you review the year-long schedule for 
Arlington Public Schools so that you are aware of school days, early release, holidays, winter break (2 weeks), spring 
break, and the last day of school. We want to ensure that children are at school to receive instruction every day when they 
are able. We also understand that events come up in families, where families need to make decisions for their families. 
Please communicate absences with your child’s teacher and our attendance phone line. 
 
Continued Collaboration and Communication 
 

As we enter a new school year, Ms. Jones and I want to encourage you to come and talk with us about any 
questions, concerns, or suggestions. We want to be available to have accurate and clear communication with you and 
welcome time to talk. Our greatest strength in building our community is to have accurate information and clear 
expectations. Call the office at 703-228-7670 if you would like to schedule a time to talk.  Throughout the year, we are out 
in front at arrival and dismissal, so please come up and talk with us.  
 
Summer Office Hours 
 

Our summer office hours will be from 8:00-3:30 Monday through Friday. All new students may be registered 
now. This will be in effect from August 10. Beginning August 13th, our hours will be 8:00-5:00. If there are new school 
aged children in your neighborhood, please encourage them to register their child(ren) for school as soon as possible.  
 
Math Summer Reviews 
 
 Your child is responsible to download their summer math review from 
http://www.arlington.k12.va.us/instruct/math/math_summer_reviews.htm. These activities are for all students K-12.  They 
are to be completed before the first day of the 2018-19 academic year. 
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Class Selection and Assignments for 2018-19 
 
  Class assignments for next year will be mailed to your home on August 24th.  Included in this letter will be your 
child's teacher's name, an invitation to the Open House on August 30 from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m., the bus schedule, updated 
lunch prices, and the supply list. Placement of students will be based upon development of homerooms that are reflective 
of our entire ASFS population. I am very confident that each and every one of our staff will meet the needs of our students 
and therefore, specific requests are not necessary. It is helpful to communicate specific needs you feel are important for 
your child. Those needs are always considered, but we will choose the best teacher and classroom for your child. 
If you would like to discuss a specific need of your child, please set up a time to meet with me over the summer. I am 
always happy to talk with parents.  
 
Thank you to All PTA members 
 
 The ASFS staff would like to thank all the members of the PTA for your continued support of our programs and 
our classrooms. We appreciate the warm generosity of our PTA and the collaborative way we all work together for our 
children. We look forward to a wonderful 2018-19 academic year. 
 
 We especially want to welcome our PTA President, Dena Porter and her core of officers for the work they will do 
over the next two years. 
   

The entire staff and student body would like to thank the ASFS PTA for their generosity in providing financial 
support for our classrooms, technology, music program, field trips, and all the programs we enjoy at ASFS.  

 
Residency Specialist and Verification 
 

If you attend our PTA meetings, you know that we talked a great deal about residency. You know we are 
experiencing significant growth and we need to make sure that only Arlington residents attend APS. This impacts our 
class size and our resources for children who should attend APS. Only families that live in the ASFS attendance zone may 
attend ASFS for the 2018-19 school year unless they have received an Administrative Transfer or enter the lottery at an 
option school. We do not accept tuition students because of capacity limitations. We know that ASFS is a wonderful place 
for our children to grow and develop, but to attend ASFS, you must meet and continue to meet residency requirements.  
Residency is where you sleep and spend most your time. If you have a shared custody arrangement, we must have a copy 
if the custody agreement and residency is where the child spends more than 50% of their time and sleep. The guidelines 
are very clear and can be reviewed on the APS website. We are presently going through every student file to make sure 
we have valid and current residence documentation. If you have moved and have a new lease, etc, please provide that to 
our office so that we can update your file. We will be calling parents individually, about residency.  If you have moved 
outside of the ASFS zone, but still in Arlington County, and are entering the fifth grade, you may finish your elementary 
career at ASFS. All other grade levels must attend their new zoned school. If you do not live in Arlington County, you 
may not attend Arlington Public School and are subject to repayment of instruction through tuition. 

 
 The cost to educate one general education student in APS is approximately $21,000! Each student who attends 
APS without proper residency, raises our class size. Please help us to make sure that students in ASFS and APS are 
residence of Arlington County. 


