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Arlington Science Focus School 
PTA Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, May 7th, 2019 7:00-9:00pm

I. Welcome (Dena Porter, ASFS PTA President) 

II. Principal’s Report (Mary Begley, ASFS Principal) 
SOLs begin next week. Please ensure your child is in school on time during SOL days. The 
school will be offering free breakfast during SOL mornings to get everyone off to a good 
start. Some teachers may reach out to parents asking for students to come in for a little 
extra 1:1 time to prepare. This is nothing to be concerned about but rather time to ensure 
each child may be successful.  

Kindergarten orientation will be held on Friday, 6/14. If you live in the attendance zone and 
know families who have not had the opportunity to register, please encourage them to do so 
we so we may get them on our email list.  

The APS budget appears to be fully funded; APS is working to finalize details for teacher 
compensation. Fairfax is now offering higher salaries than Arlington County, so the school 
board and APS Superintendent are looking at options for APS in order to stay competitive. 

Ms. Begley shared a letter from APS Superintendent, Dr. Murphy, regarding the special 
education program to ensure all parents are aware of the program’s goals.  

As a follow up to a parent question about testing and alternative assessment options, Ms. 
Begley shared that assessments are done through the VA Department of Education, and 
that math and reading assessments will continue for students going forward. 

Ms. Hall shared an overview of the ASFS turf field and the latest challenges with the grass 
sod that APS has installed. The PE team has provided an introduction to the turf to all PE 
classes as well as extended day. There is a curb around the field in order to keep it level, 
and we do not yet know the plan from APS to install a rubber fitting around the curb. 

A parent asked about the new APS grading system; Ms. Begley shared an overview of the 
process and overall timeline.  Sarah Putnam, APS Director of Teaching and Learning will 
speak at the November PTA meeting to provide an overview. ASFS will be included in the 
third year of implantation during the 2021-22 school year. 

III. April PTA Meeting Minutes Approval 
The PTA membership voted to approve the April ASFS PTA meeting minutes. 

IV. 2019-2020 ASFS PTA Executive Board Elections 
The slate of proposed 2019-20 ASFS PTA Executive Board officers was proposed to the 
membership.  No additional nominations were received from the floor. 

• President – Dena Porter 
• Secretary – Lindsey Englerth  
• Treasurer – Chris Brown  
• VP Community Service – Karrie Beaudry 
• VP External Affairs – Kate Merrill 
• VP Fundraising – Kristi Tsiopanas 

VOTE: The PTA membership voted unanimously to elect the 2019-20 ASFS PTA Executive 
Board officers. 
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The amendments for the ASFS PTA bylaws that the membership voted on last month were 
approved by the VA PTA. 

The ASFS PTA congratulated Rabia Oubenadi on being selected as a recipient of the 2019 
APS Honored Citizens award and thanked her for her 13 years of service at ASFS. 

V. Presentation of Capital Project Proposals from ASFS Staff (Mary Begley, ASFS 
Principal) 

Ms. Begley walked through the proposed staff requests, and Chris highlighted the projected 
impact to the budget. Once approved, Ms. Begley and staff will work through the 
appropriate paperwork and move forward with purchases. 

Ms. Begley shared that over the last two years, ASFS has discussed moving to a new 
approach in reading which includes studying authors, as well as mirroring style and 
punctuation. The goal is the student takes a moment and focuses on that in their exercises. 
The goal is to move to a workshop model with their morning meeting, morning message and 
their direction for the next segment. The variation is that rather than having 4 groups with 4 
books, each child will have a book box containing 10-12 books to choose from. The teacher 
will continue to pull small groups and see where the student needs to focus. The teacher will 
listen to them read out loud. Our teachers have been working on this model this year. 
However, the next piece required is the need for more books. With the need to change 
10-12 books weekly, that requires a lot of books to keep things fresh. This capital project 
request will augment what we need.  It will not fulfill the entire need but will be a great 
start. We’ll need parent volunteers this summer to help organize the books and book boxes.  

Last year we purchased button chairs which has had great support. We would like to 
purchase scoop chairs so the students can benefit from this type of alternative seating. 

ASFS PTA Treasurer Chris Brown reviewed the projection report on where the budget stands 
with the projects being proposed. 

In addition, the ASFS stream is currently being assessed as it’s not working well at this 
time. We will follow up when we know more in case there is an additional capital 
expenditure request to review. 

Project Team Item/Project Total 
Cost**

#1 ELA Teacher’s reading guides/texts to support Reading Workshop $300.00

#2 1st Grade Assessment system and teachers’ s reading guides to support 2019-20 
Reading Workshop $700.00

#3 ELA Books for Reading Workshop $10,000.00

#4 2nd Grade KEVA Planks, Flex-Space Comfy Seats, and Dash Robots $749.98

#5 Abby James (SPED) Scoop Chairs $69.97

#6 Stephanie Lin Development of Computer Science Resource/Lesson Database for 
Teachers $256.00

Grand Total $12,075.95
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Ms.Begley responded to questions about APS funding for books, how ASFS will use much of 
its textbook budget for reading workshop books, the shelf-life of ASFS books, and the 
potential for looking into outside arts-related book programs. 

Parents raised questions about other opportunities for school arts and science related 
programs, including Science Olympiad, theater productions, and school science fairs, as well 
as discussed ideas for other possible larger scale capital improvement projects. Ms. Begley 
welcomes all parents suggestions, and will take ideas to the ASFS teachers and staff to 
discuss. Parents are encouraged to contact Ms. Begley with thoughts and feedback on 
potential programs and ideas. 

VOTE: The ASFS PTA Membership voted unanimously to approve all proposed capital project 
requests. 

ASFS Staff Proposed Professional Hours 
Ms. Begley walked through the proposed ASFS staff professional hours by teacher and 
subject area as outlined in the distributed handout.  

Ms. Begley confirmed that the teacher work proposals are part of an honorarium for their 
additional work over the summer.  These costs are treated as a stipend, and they are not 
taxed.  

VOTE: The ASFS PTA Membership voted unanimously to approve the proposed ASFS staff 
professional hours for a total of $13,260.  

VI. Open 2019-20 ASFS PTA Committee Chair Positions (Dena Porter, ASFS PTA 
President) 
There are several open volunteer positions for next year. Please see the 2019-20 ASFS PTA 
Committee Chair handout for the list of open roles.  

VII. Committee News and Announcements 
• Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week – Parents are encouraged to sign up for gift cards 

and to support teacher lunches this week. Please check the eFF to sign up. 
• Walk/Bike to School Day (Tomorrow, Wednesday May 8th) - Snacks and prizes will be 

available for kids who walk/bike to school. 
• 5K/1M Fun Run - Ms. Hall shared that the event starts at 8:30am on Saturday, 5/11. It 

usually wraps up no later than 10am. It’s a good time and it’s not competitive. The 
purpose of the day is to promote an active lifestyle. This year we will celebrate the 
founder of the race and the family will be in attendance. There will be music and snacks 
at the end of the event along with awards for the winners. Please register, please help 
volunteer, or come cheer people on.  

• Community Service Updates (Karrie Beaudry, VP Community Service) 
• ASPAN hosed an open house on Thursday, 5/2. Kids got to learn about what the 

organization does and the services they provide. The children were able to create 
cards and decorate cookies for the ASPAN clients.  

• APAH – APAH will be hosting a picnic for new residents and is looking for volunteers 
on Friday, May 17th. More information in the eFF. Karrie will confirm whether children 
may attend.  

• ASFS Turf Field Celebration – Sunday, 5/19 4-6pm. There will be an opening ceremony, 
games, food trucks, face painting, balloon twisting. Something fun to let the kids play.  
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VIII. APS and School Board Update (Kate Merrill, VP Community Service) 
The APS budget is scheduled for School Board vote on Thursday, 5/9. There are 
amendments that the superintendent mentioned including additional adjustments. There is 
a work session tonight (5/7) to finalize the teacher compensation package.  

The IPP Pathways questionnaire is available on the APS Engage website. APS is collecting 
feedback on option programs and what pathways families would like to see included in the 
curriculum moving forward. The survey closes on May 16th. The link will be included in the 
eFF. All parents are encouraged to provide feedback.  

IX. Dorothy Hamm Middle School PTSA Update (Dena Porter, ASFS PTA President) 

At the last meeting, the ASFS PTA membership proposed a donation from the ASFS PTA to 
the new DHMS PTSA. After receiving feedback from the membership and reviewing a wide 
variety of factors, the ASFS PTA Executive Board recommended a $1,000 donation to the 
DHMS PTSA based on the precedent set by the start up of the Discovery ES PTA, following in 
line with the proposed donations from other feeder schools, working within the current 
year’s PTA budget, funding our upcoming capital budget expenditures, and supporting the 
fundraising goals of the DHMS PTSA. 

A motion was made to allow the membership to vote on $500, $1,000, or $2,500. This was 
followed by a motion to first approve a donation to the new DHMS PTSA. 

VOTE: The ASFS PTA membership voted to make a donation to the new DHMS PTSA. 

The membership discussed the funding needs of the new middle school as well as other 
planned fundraising efforts. 

There was a motion to donate $1,000, followed by a request for a poll of the general 
membership to gauge support for the various proposed amounts. A show of hands was 
taken for $500 (none), $1,000 (majority) and $2,500 (4), after which the motion to donate 
$1,000 was re-proposed.  

VOTE: The ASFS PTA membership voted unanimously to donate $1,000 to the Dorothy 
Hamm MS PTSA.  

Parents may also donate individually to the DHMS PTSA if they would like to support the 
school directly. 

ASFS PTA Secretary Lindsey Englerth asked the community to feel free any time to pass 
along any errors or omissions in the meeting minutes, so they may be updated to most 
accurately reflect the meeting for those not able to attend. Her email address is listed on 
the PTA web site.  

X. Upcoming Events/Reminders 
• Through Friday, May 10th – ASFS Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week 
• Wednesday, May 8th – Walk/Bike to School Day 
• Friday, May 10th – SEPTA Parent Coffee, 8:30-9:00am 
• Saturday, May 11th – 14th Annual ASFS 5K/1M Fun Run, 8:30am 
• Sunday, May 19th – ASFS Turf Field Celebration, 4:00-6:00pm 
• Monday, May 27th – No School (Memorial Day)


