
Spring Break Planning Using Critical 
and Creative Thinking Strategies 

With the last half of the year is just around the corner, I’m sure that families are gearing 
up for their Spring Break plans.  What better way to plan a family vacation, than having 
EVERYONE in your family participate in the planning?  “How on Earth could my child take part 
in planning a vacation?” you ask yourself.  Well, wonder no more!  With the use of Critical and 
Creative Thinking (CCT) strategies, the sky's the limit.  

The CCT strategy that would best be used for something like planning a vacation would 
be the Plus, Minus, Interesting strategy.  The Plus, Minus, Interesting (PMI) strategy allows for 
multiple perspectives on any given topic to be analyzed.  “Sounds great!  How do I use it?”  I’m 
glad you asked.  

The “P” in the PMI strategy stands for “Plus,” or “Positive.” List out any points that you 
like about a topic or idea.  In this section, you can also include favorable or positive 
circumstances that come with this idea. 

The “M” in the PMI strategy represents “Minus,” or “Modify.”  In this section, you would 
highlight any points that you dislike about a particular idea or topic.  You also have the 
opportunity to modify, or make something better, in this section. 

The “I” in the PMI strategy focuses on “Interesting,” or “Intriguing” aspects of a topic or 
idea.  Special circumstances that are unique to a particular idea, or burning questions you might 
have about a topic can be included in this part of the PMI chart. 

Here’s an example of how my family and I used the PMI strategy to consider our 
vacation plans. 

 
Feel free to click on the link to a blank PMI chart and start using CCT strategies to plan your 
vacation!  Happy holidays and happy PLANNING! 

-Mr. V.  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jayPJDU0SOoJMRgzxXMgH3uRq-dELYxUzZzKYcpA3pQ/edit?usp=sharing

