
Arlington Science Focus School 
PTA Meeting Minutes ***DRAFT*** 
Tuesday, May 19th, 2020 7:00pm (Video Conference)

 
I. Welcome (Dena Porter, ASFS PTA President) 

• Dena welcomed all parents and staff in attendance. 

II. PTA Business  
• Dena reminded everyone that electronic voting on the April PTA Meeting 

Minutes and 2020-21 ASFS PTA officers is open through the end of day on 
Wednesday, 5/20. The voting results will be announced in the eFF this 
Friday, 5/22. 

• The proposed slate of ASFS PTA officers for 2020-21 is: 
• President - Dena Porter 
• Secretary - Courtney Davidson 
• Treasurer - Kristi Tsiopanas 
• VP Community Service - Kristen Jeffreys 
• VP External Affairs - Leigh Rex 
• VP Fundraising - Lindsey Englerth 

ELECTRONIC VOTING UPDATE (5/21/20): The PTA membership voted to approve the 
April PTA Meeting Minutes and confirmed the above proposed ASFS PTA officers for the 
2020-21 school year. 

• Dena thanked all of the current ASFS PTA officers for their hard work and 
dedication this year. A huge thanks to Chris Brown, whose daughter will 
graduate from ASFS this year, for his time as Treasurer, as well as to Karrie 
Beaudry and Kate Merrill, for all their support over the last two years as VP 
Community Service and VP External Affairs.  Also thank you to Kristi for 
always going above and beyond in her roles as Auction Chair and VP 
Fundraising, and to Lindsey for serving as Secretary as well as supporting 
our school grounds. 

• Dena shared that the latest ASFS PTA Budget Report is posted on the PTA 
website, and the executive board will put together the 2020-21 draft budget 
this summer once the current year closes on 6/30. 

III. PTA Reminders 
• Dena reminded parents to take a look at the eFF this Friday, 5/22 for some 

updates, including: 
• Continuing to drop off books for our Book Donation Drive 
• Signing up to help out with the ASFS gardens through the summer 
• Volunteering for the open PTA Roles for 2020-21 
• Online ordering for School Supply Kits is now open 

IV. Principal’s Report (Mary Begley, ASFS Principal) 
• Ms. Begley shared the highlights of the upcoming end of year activities, 

including: 
• 5K Run video 
• Art Show online 
• Virtual Field Day 
• Individual “events” by grade level 
• The last day of school is tentatively June 12th (the School Board will 

confirm on 5/21). 



Arlington Science Focus School 
PTA Meeting Minutes ***DRAFT*** 
Tuesday, May 19th, 2020 7:00pm (Video Conference)

• Notes for the upcoming summer include: 
• Communication will continue throughout the summer about upcoming 

events, summer school, plans for the return to school in August, and 
online learning. 

• Plans are in the works to continue the learning throughout the 
summer through various programs such as DreamBox and social/
emotional lessons. 

• ASFS PTA will continue to work throughout the summer and 
communicate with the community. 

• Four new classroom relocatables will be installed on the blacktop near 
Lincoln Street this summer. 

• 2020-21 will be ASFS’ 25th Anniversary – Our silver anniversary! 
• FY 2021 Budget implications for ASFS include: 

• One more student in each classroom 
• Five kindergarten classrooms 
• Changes will be made throughout summer based upon enrollment 

• Reminders for ASFS parents: 
• Please enroll all kindergarten students and all new students ASAP, so 

we can determine our space. 
• Please return all library books, classroom books to ASFS on M/W/F 

between 8:30am-Noon or Key School on M/W/F from 11am-1pm. 
• A plan is being developed to have children pick up things in their desk 

the second week in June. Ms. Begley will provide an update once the 
plan is confirmed. The teachers will not be at school. 

• Any families moving before the end of the year should contact Ms. 
Begley to coordinate a day and time to return instruments and/or 
iPads. Mr. Harvey will assist with this process. 

• Mr. Harvey and Mr. Ludwick will send application forms this week for 
Safety Patrols, News Team, and Tech Crew.  An online TEAMS meeting 
will be set up. 

• Grade 3 parents should email Ms. Taylor or Ms. Shine if their children 
are interested in band or orchestra. 

• Ms. Begley addressed parent questions received via email and the online 
feedback form: 

• Teachers are communicating via Teams in small groups with students, 
and the approach differs by grade level. 

• APS is working to ensure all students have iPads by this summer in 
the case online learning continues next fall. 

• ASFS counselors and our social worker are in touch with students to 
support social/emotional needs as well as provide support for food 
and other assistance. 

• Thank you also to Jenn Hall, who has attended all teachers meetings and is 
providing great support for the staff during this time. 

• Congratulations to Stephanie Lin for being selected as the NOVA District PTA 
Educator of the Year! 

• Thank you to all families for their support during this time, and although not 
ideal that we cannot say an in-person good-bye to graduating 5th grade 
families, we will do our best with a virtual online ceremony.


