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March XX, 2020

Arlington County School Board
2100 Washington Blvd.
Arlington, VA 22204

Re: Arlington Science Focus School - Location for New Relocatables in 2020-21

Dear Arlington School Board Members: 

We appreciate that APS has approved four new relocatables for Arlington Science Focus School 
for the 2020-21 school year to offset our capacity challenges and increasing school enrollment. 
During this uncertain time, we continue to consider the best interests of ASFS students; 
therefore, as we work together through the current school closure and protecting the health and 
well-being of our community, we are writing to respectfully urge the School Board to request 
that APS places the new relocatables on the ASFS parking lot, rather than school blacktop as 
currently planned.

ASFS administration has been told by APS Facilities that the new relocatables will need to be 
placed on the blacktop due to regulations from the ACFD Fire Marshall. However, it is our 
understanding that although a more expensive solution, it would be possible to locate the 
trailers on the parking lot with some additional set-up steps in order to satisfy the fire safety 
requirements.  APS Staff has also stated that the new relocatables will remain in place for three 
or more years, which increases the importance of making the right decision now as we plan for 
the future.

With 734 currently enrolled students (as of 3/17/20), Arlington Science Focus School is already 
well below the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Minimum Outside Play Area Guidelines.  ASFS 1

can only meet the State minimums with two relocatables, yet the school currently has six, with 
four more planned for the 2020-21 school year which will further encroach on this necessary 
outside space required for child development.

Placing the new relocatables on the blacktop will significantly reduce the play area for our 
students, and with projected enrollment of 751 for next year, it is critical that we protect the 
outside space for our increasing number of students. We recognize the costs to place the trailers 
on the parking lot may be higher, but those costs will be modest when balanced against the 
overall needs of ASFS students and recommended state guidelines.

  http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/facility_construction/school_construction/regs_guidelines/guidelines.pdf1
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Locating the new relocatables on the parking lot is not without its challenges, as the number of 
parking spaces available would be reduced. However, ASFS staff and the school community feel 
that providing adequate space for our children on the playground is of far greater importance, 
and are willing to be flexible to find alternate parking for the good of our students, especially 
with unrestricted and unzoned street parking in close proximity to the school and the nearby 
Buck site with available excess parking areas.

Arlington Public Schools prides itself as being a leader in education. We find the proposed 
location for the new relocatables on the blacktop counter to the below APS core values as 
identified in the adopted Strategic Plan:

• Excellence, as students will be inhibited from receiving an exemplary education that meets 
their social and emotional needs.

• Equity, as access to schools, resources, and learning opportunities according to student’s 
needs will not be provided.

• Stewardship, as resources are not being utilized appropriately to honor the community’s 
investment in our schools, as well as creating a healthy learning environment. 

We are grateful to the Arlington School Board for understanding the urgency of our current 
overcrowding, and appreciate your willingness to find solutions that will help to offset our 
capacity challenges until we get much needed relief with the upcoming elementary school 
boundary changes in the fall of 2021. Thank you for your consideration of our request to give 
ASFS students the best possible school experience, and for all your support of Arlington Public 
Schools. 

Sincerely,

ASFS PTA Executive Committee 2019-20
      Karrie Beaudry
      Chris Brown
      Lindsey Englerth
      Kate Merrill
      Dena Porter
      Kristi Tsiopanas

cc:
John Chadwick
Cintia Johnson
Lisa Stengle
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