
   
 
February 6, 2019 
 
Senator Shane Reeves 
425 5th Avenue North 
Suite 752 Cordell Hull Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243 
  

Representative Ron Gant 
425 5th Avenue North 
Suite 606 Cordell Hull Bldg.  
Nashville TN 37243 

Dear The Honorable Shane Reeves and Ron Gant: 
 
The American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP) and the ASCP Board of Certification (BOC) are 
strongly opposed to SB 318/HB328, which would exempt privately-owned clinical laboratories in 
Tennessee from the need to use properly trained, licensed laboratory professionals as part of the 
diagnostic process.  As the vast majority of Tennessee’s clinical laboratories, of which there are more 
than 6,000, are privately owned, these measures would eviscerate Tennessee’s patient protections to 
ensure that laboratory personnel are properly qualified. 
 
SB 318/HB 328 undermines quality laboratory testing in the following ways: 
 

 It eliminates state requirements to obtain appropriate academic science and clinical laboratory 
training; 

 It exempts individuals from the need to document their ability to provide quality testing 
services; and 

 It undermines the continuing education requirement that helps to ensure that laboratory 
professionals remain current on emerging diagnostic technologies as well as on laboratory 
protocols necessary to minimize the risk of diagnostic errors. 

 
Due to the complexity of laboratory medicine and its importance in quality patient care, it is imperative 

that medical laboratory personnel possess the qualifications necessary to ensure their professional 

competence. As noted by the National Academy of Sciences in its report, Improving Diagnosis in Health 

Care, getting the right diagnosis depends on diagnostic health care professionals, such as medical 

laboratory scientists and medical laboratory technicians, receiving appropriate education and training.  

The Academy determined that professional licensure, coupled with certification, plays an important role 

in improving diagnostic performance by ensuring that individual health care professionals have achieved 

and maintain competency in the skills essential for diagnosis. 

SB 318/HB 328 assumes, however, that all laboratory testing is so simple that relevant education and 
training requirements are unnecessary to ensure quality testing.  While laboratory tests vary greatly by 
complexity, many of the routine laboratory tests used to diagnose patient health are complex, requiring 
years of academic and clinical training to be performed accurately and reliably.  In an era with increasing 
emphasis on personalize medicine, also known as precision diagnostics, with more molecular-based 
testing, complexity of testing is increasing, making it even more important for laboratory personnel to 
be well-trained and competent. Standards for quality certainly should not be decreasing as test 
complexity increases. 
 
Laboratory test results comprise nearly 70% of diagnostic data in patients' medical records. When your 
physician orders tests to help diagnose or manage your condition, and you have blood drawn or your 
throat cultured, you are counting on the result to be accurate, precise, and timely, so that you can 
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receive the care you need. Trained laboratory professionals have additional skills to evaluate the results 
and to identify when they may be abnormal due to a technical problem, such as a sample taken in the 
wrong way, a sample altered by a medication you are taking, or by improper conditions during transport 
before arriving at the lab.  They are able to help providers select the most appropriate tests and to 
explain how to take, store, and transport the specimen. They provide more than numbers, serving as 
consultants and quality assurance officers. When people performing tests in the lab lack this training and 
skill, patients can receive incorrect results, incorrect treatment or lack of needed treatment.  Treatment 
can be delayed, and costs can spiral, if additional repeat testing is performed. There is simply no 
substitute for accuracy and precision in the diagnostic testing that is the cornerstone for decisions in 
clinical care. 
 
In recent years, some state legislatures have considered legislation to reform occupational licensure 

laws.  These efforts, often supported by advocacy groups and think tanks, typically seek to remove 

perceived unnecessary barriers to entry into professions in order to promote market competition and 

employment opportunities.  These goals are laudable, provided that such legislation does not pose a 

threat to patient care.  These measures, however, do pose such a threat, as they would undermine test 

quality by undermining standards for laboratory personnel, and, as a result, this would threaten patient 

care.  This is why the ASCP and the ASCP BOC are strongly opposed to these bills. 

The ASCP is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit medical specialty society representing over 100,000 members.  Our 
members are board certified pathologists (including medical examiners), other physicians, clinical 
scientists (PhDs), certified medical laboratory scientists/technologists and technicians, and educators. 
ASCP is one of the nation’s largest medical specialty societies and is the world’s largest organization 
representing the field of laboratory medicine and pathology.  As the leading provider of continuing 
education for pathologists and medical laboratory personnel, ASCP enhances the quality of the 
profession through comprehensive educational programs, publications, and self-assessment materials.   
 
The ASCP BOC is an independent, non-profit certification agency that develops appropriate standards 
and procedures to assure the competence of medical laboratory personnel, and has certified over 
550,000 laboratory professionals worldwide. The ASCP BOC’s mission is to provide excellence in 
certification of laboratory professionals on behalf of patients worldwide. We are considered the gold 
standard certification for medical laboratory professionals. We are the only American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) accredited certifying body of laboratory professionals in the United States and 
have one of the largest accredited certification programs (23 certifications) in the country.  
 
ASCP and the ASCP BOC appreciate the opportunity to provide comment on this matter.  If we can be of 
any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me or Matthew Schulze, Director, ASCP Center for 
Public Policy, at (202) 735-2285. 
 
Sincerely, 

   
Melissa P. Upton, MD, FASCP 
President, ASCP 

 

Susan M. Harrington, PhD, D(ABMM), MLS(ASCP)CM  
Chair, ASCP BOC Board of  Governors

cc: Tennessee Senate Committee on Health and Welfare 
Tennessee House of Representatives Committee on Health 


