
 
 
May 8, 2018 
 
Senator Daniel R. Martiny 
Chair, Louisiana Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Consumer Protection and 
International Affairs 
State Capitol Building 
900 N 3rd Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

 
Representative Julie Emerson 
Louisiana House of Representatives 
State Capitol Building 
900 N 3rd Street  
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
 

 
Dear Chairman Martiny and Representative Emerson: 
  
I am writing on behalf of the American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP) Board of Certification (BOC) 
Board of Governors (BOG) to raise concern about provisions of House Bill 748, which we believe could 
adversely affect patient care and professional certification. 
 
The ASCP BOC BOG is composed of representatives from our partner laboratory professional organizations 
(see below) and serves as the governing body to the ASCP BOC. The ASCP BOC’s mission is to provide 
excellence in certification of laboratory professionals on behalf of patients worldwide. We are considered 
the gold standard certification for medical laboratory professionals around the world. The ASCP Board of 
Registry (BOR) began in 1928. In 2009, the BOC was formed by the merger of the ASCP BOR and the 
National Credentialing Agency. We are an independent, non-profit certification agency that develops 
appropriate standards and procedures to assure the competence of medical laboratory personnel and 
have certified over 550,000 laboratory professionals in the United States and internationally. We are the 
only ANSI accredited certifying body of laboratory professionals in the United States and have one of the 
largest accredited certification programs (23 certifications) in the country.  
 
HB 748 bans the use of the term “certification,” as provided by professional credentialing bodies, unless 
it is used in conjunction with licensure.  The measure would also require Louisiana’s professional 
licensure categories to be reviewed every five years with the possibility of sunsetting the use of 
certification used to attain licensure.  The legislation would also bar Louisiana from relying on 
certification as a prerequisite for professional licensure unless there is empirical evidence of systemic 
harm to consumers from the absence of a certification requirement. 
 
Certification creates a professional “gold” standard as to the expected knowledge and skills needed for 
quality patient care.  By preventing individuals from utilizing examination-based certification to 
demonstrate their professional commitment, this legislation would dis-incentivize healthcare professionals, 
such as medical laboratory scientists and medical laboratory technicians, from making the career 
investments necessary for optimum patient care. This would undermine the ability of clinical laboratories 
throughout the state to hire and retain the best and brightest possible laboratory workforce.  From our 
perspective, this could adversely impact patient’s access to accurate and reliable diagnostic laboratory 
services. The ASCP BOC firmly believes that certifications, particularly those developed by accredited 
nonprofit organizations, can help enhance the ability of highly qualified healthcare professionals to stand 
out and clearly communicate their enhanced value to businesses, governments, and consumers.  
 
ASCP’s biennial wage and vacancy surveys have shown strong support for certification.  Our recent 
vacancy survey data1 indicate that approximately 70 percent of clinical laboratories require testing 
personnel to be certified and approximately 80 percent require supervisors to be certified.  This “self-

                                                           
1 Garcia, E. et al., The American Society for Clinical Pathology’s 2016-2017 Vacancy Survey of Medical 

Laboratories in the United States, American Journal of Clinical Pathology, Vol. 149, Issue 5, 29 March 2018, Pages 
387–400, https://doi.org/10.1093/ajcp/aqy005 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ajcp/aqy005
https://www.ascp.org/content/board-of-certification
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regulation” suggests that hospital and independent reference laboratories put great value on 
certification. Moreover, when it comes to licensure, certification is required by every state licensing 
laboratory personnel.  The ASCP BOC certification examinations are recognized by all licensing states. In 
fact, we are the sole provider of laboratory personnel licensure exams in the state of New York. 
 
The ASCP BOC concurs with other organizations representing certified healthcare professionals in urging 
the removal of provisions from this bill that would prohibit certified individuals from using the term 
“certified” as part of their title. Moreover, we urge that current provisions of law requiring certification 
for licensure purposes be retained. 
 
We look forward to working with you on these issues and stand ready to help. Please feel free to contact 
Matthew Schulze, ASCP’s Director of the Center for Public Policy, at 202.403.1110 x 2285 or by email at 
Matthew.Schulze@ASCP.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Susan M. Harrington, PhD, D(ABMM), MLS(ASCP)CM  
Chair, ASCP Board of Certification  
 

 
 
 
 
Patricia A. Tanabe, MPA, MLS(ASCP)CM  
Executive Director, ASCP Board of Certification 

 
 
 
The American Society for Clinical Pathology Board of Certification Board of Governors is composed of 
representatives from the following organizations. 
 
 AABB (formerly the American Association for 

Blood Banking) 
 American Association for Clinical Chemistry  
 American Association of Pathologists’ Assistants  
 American Society for Clinical Laboratory Science  
 American Society for Clinical Pathology            

 

 American Society for Microbiology                
 American Society of Cytopathology 
 American Society of Hematology                    
 Association of Genetic Technologists 
 Clinical Laboratory Management Association 
 National Society for Histotechnology                  
 

 
 
 
cc:  Members of the Senate Commerce, Consumer Protection, and International Affairs Committee
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