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SUMMARY INFORMATION

Repository: Seminary Archives, A.R. Wentz Library, United Lutheran Seminary,
Gettysburg, PA

Creator: Emily Holland

Date: 1961-2013

Language: English

Extent: The total extent of the collection is 1.5 linear feet (4 boxes) and includes

two compact-discs.
Accruals: No further accruals are expected.

Custodial History: This collection was received by the A. R. Wentz Library Archives as a
donation from Reverend Dr. Susan K. Hedahl.

Preferred Citation: Susan K. Hedahl Papers, Seminary Archives, United Lutheran Seminary,
Gettysburg, PA.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Reverend Dr. Susan K. Hedahl was born Susan Karen Mosvick on October 8, 1946 to
Stanford and Marion Mosvick. She was born in Minot, North Dakota and raised in Willmar,
Minnesota. Dr. Hedahl never married nor had children; she took the surname Hedahl after her
mother’s family name while an undergraduate student. She was a gifted musician who played
piano, violin, and guitar. She also was a lifelong poet who was first published as a child.

After graduating from the University of Minnesota with both a B.A. and B.S. in 1968,
Hedahl taught English as a Second Language (ESL) at Makumira Theological Seminary in
Tanzania from 1969-72. Hedahl was ordained in 1975 after studying at the Luther Seminary in
St. Paul, Minnesota, the sixth woman to be ordained in the American Lutheran Church. From
1976-82, Hedahl accepted two full-time calls to ministry. While she was in graduate school,
Hedahl served as the interim pastor in nine of the Sierra Pacific Synod congregations. She
received a Masters of Liturgical Studies at St. John’s School of Theology in Collegeville,
Minnesota in 1982 after which she received a PhD from the Graduate Theological Union in
Berkley, California in 1988. Dr. Hedahl was the first female with a PhD to be hired as a
professor by the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg (LTSG). She was brought on to
the faculty as an associate professor in homiletics (preaching) in 1992. She was appointed to the
position of Herman G. Stuempfle Chair of Proclamation of the Word in 2009 at its inception.

Dr. Hedahl was a social justice activist who traveled the world and had varying levels of
proficiency in the languages Swahili, Arabic, German, Greek, Russian, and Latin. She took great
interest in Islam and issues of the Middle East (particularly Palestine) and often spoke on those
topics. Her writing was regularly featured in Lutheran and other religious publications. She also
worked to sponsor the education of many international students. Dr. Hedahl retired earlier than



intended on August 31, 2012 after receiving a brain cancer diagnosis that would require surgery
and intensive treatment. She passed away on July 7, 2013.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection documents the personal and professional life of the Rev. Dr. Susan K. Hedahl.
The contents of Hedahl’s writings are mostly religious in purpose (sermons, Bible studies, lesson
plans, journal features, and scholarship). A number of the religion-related papers include
quotations and citations written in their respective original languages (not English). The
collection also includes sabbatical reviews from the Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Gettysburg which also contain lengthy lists of books read for pleasure during that time;
correspondence; poetry; music performance reviews clipped from the University of Minnesota
student paper; and journals. Two photos of Dr. Hedahl as a young woman and other memorabilia
are also included. Most of the collection is made up of materials created in Minnesota,
California, and Pennsylvania in accordance with Hedahl’s place of residence. The collection
contains four travel journals noting trips to Russia; Germany; Egypt; the UK; Tel Aviv, Israel;
and Maine, USA. Various items may exist from elsewhere in accordance with Hedahl’s travels.

This collection is not extensive, though its materials do span the years from her childhood
through her death. The materials highlight Hedahl’s years as a higher education student at the
University of Minnesota, Luther Seminary, St. John’s University, and Graduate Theological
Union (Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary) and as a professor at the Lutheran Theological
Seminary at Gettysburg.

The records are arranged into 3 series: professional, personal, and writings. The professional
series is arranged in 2 sub-series based on her work as a professor and a minister. The personal
series is arranged chronologically as best as can be determined by the processor. It has been
arranged in 3 sub-series based on the dates of the materials. The writings series contains her
published poems and articles. It has been arranged in 4 sub-series by writing type. Her writings
that can be found elsewhere are cited in Related Materials. As Hedahl was a regular contributor
to Emphasis from December 1990 through December 1993, a chart was used in place of a
citation to aid the researcher.

RESTRICTIONS

This collection is open for research at the behest of creator-donor Reverend Dr. Susan K. Hedahl.

REPRODUCTION

Permission to publish, quote, or reproduce must be secured with the Seminary Archives. Contact
the archivist for more information.



PROCESSING NOTE

The great majority of the collection was donated by its creator prior to her death. It arrived in
two boxes with no discernible order. A small number of items relating to Dr. Hedahl’s life and
career were found loose in the Seminary Archives and have been integrated. The arrangement is
entirely that of the processor, Emily Holland. Newspaper clippings have been photocopied and
arranged in the collection in place of the originals per the archivist.

SERIES DESCRIPTION AND CONTAINER LIST
Series 1. Professional

This series is arranged chronologically within its two sub-series and is based on the professional
accomplishments of Dr. Hedahl as a professor and minister.

Sub-series 1. Professorship

Sub-series 1 includes materials from Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg (LTSG) class
lessons and sabbatical reports written by Dr. Hedahl along with other teaching-related materials
such as class evaluations and letters from students.

Box Folder

1 1 Five-Year and Pre-Sabbatical Review (September 8, 2011)
e Sabbatical Proposal, January through August 2012
e CD with evaluation data

1 2 Five-Year and Pre-Sabbatical Review (April 9, 2007)
e Sabbatical Proposal, June 2007 through February 2008
e Miscellaneous associated papers

1 3 LTSG Sabbatical Proposal and Post-Sabbatical Review, January-August 2003
1 4 LTSG Faculty Review (October 10, 2002)
1 5 Summary of professorship, authorship, and scholarship from Spring 1992-
Spring 1997
1 6 LTSG Rank and Tenure Review Committee Report (March 11, 1997)
e Review materials prepared in Spring 1994
1 7 LTSG Syllabus: “Introduction to Homiletics” (Spring Semester 1996)
e Class taught with Dr. Herman Stuempfle
1 8 LTSG Syllabus: “Introduction to Homiletics” (Spring Semester 1995)

e Class taught with Dr. Richard L. Thulin
LTSG Syllabus: “Preaching the Catechism” (Fall Semester 1999)
Added on September 13, 2018. Found by student worker Hillary
Christensen while integrating Daily Redactor from Periodicals
Collection to Seminary Archives.

1 9 Event Bulletins & Flyers

e “The Conferral of the Herman G. Stuempfle Jr. Chair of Proclamation
of the Word upon the Rev. Susan K. Hedahl, PhD” (Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, October 13-14, 2009)

e |Installation of Susan K. Hedahl into professorship program




e Miscellaneous event materials
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Class Correspondence & Evaluations

Sub-series 2. Ministry

Sub-series 2 includes Dr. Hedahl’s religious publications, correspondence, and information on
her speaking engagements and other various professional activities.

Box  Folder
1 11 Bible Studies
e “Living Our Praise: Confirmation Program for Senior Students (3rd
Year)” (1981-82)
o Study Guide for “Women and Men in Church and Society” (1972
A.L.C. Statement)
o Study Guide for “Jesus According to a Woman” by Rachel Conrad
Wabhlberg (c. 1976)
1 12 Correspondence (non-LTSG)
1 13 Bulletins & Announcements
e Southeastern Minnesota District Convention Opening Worship
Service (March 10, 1978)
® Announcement of ‘Preaching the Wedding Sermon’ from “Seminary
Views” (Spring/Summer 2000)
e Miscellaneous event materials
1 14 Audio CD of sermon “Creating a Listening Community-Discerning
Together the Leadership of Christ,” Session 4, Discerning the Leadership of
Christ Conference, Colorado Springs, January 16-8, 2005
2 1 Transcription, Sermons of Samuel Simon Schmucker (Incomplete Project)

e Notes

e Student paper submitted to Hedahl by Brenda J. Kiser: “An
Overview of Homiletical Instruction in The Lutheran Seminary at
Gettysburg in the 19th Century”

Series 2. Personal

This chronologically-arranged series contains personal effects belonging to Dr. Susan Hedahl
including education-related materials, travel journals, and a diary written by Dr. Hedahl as a
young woman. It has been divided into three sub-series: Later Life (1992-2013), Higher
Education (1964-1988), and Childhood (1961-1964).

Sub-series 1. Later Life, 1992-2013

Sub-series 1 includes Dr. Hedahl’s personal papers between the year in which she came to the
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg (1992) and her passing in 2013. This includes her
correspondence, travel journals, and memorial information.

Box

Folder




Obituary and Remembrance Materials

w

Correspondence, 2013

Activism

e Carroll Community College Award of Recognition for completion of
Arabic: Basic 2 (May 30, 2006)

e News clipping on ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ non-violence group

® Brochure for ‘Living Nonviolence,’ a nonviolence training program
for Palestinian children

® Biographies of ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ staff

e Flyer for Israel/Palestine presentation by Dr. Hedahl and Tarek
Abuata for ‘Love Thy Neighbor’

e Information on Bethlehem trip

ol

Travel Journal: Egypt (circa 2007)

(o))

Travel Journal: UK and Tel Aviv, Israel (November 2-12, 2005)

Travel Journal: Russia (July 11-17, 2000) and Germany (September 2000)
e Locations and dates noted inside front cover
e Only entry from Germany found stapled into journal, type-written,
incorrectly dated “October” (this page has been inserted loosely in
its original location)

Travel Journal: Maine, USA (May 17-June 6, 1996)
e Tombstone etching of 19th Maine volunteer Jesse Alden who died at
Gettysburg on July 3, 1863
e Note “Welcome Home Sue! J.”
e Tourist map of the historic city of Belfast
e Note dated June 27, 2000 with body measurements

Letter of Call, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (13 May 1992)

Sub-series 2. Higher Education, 1964-1988

Sub-series 2 includes Dr. Hedahl’s papers from her years as a student of higher education. The
diary she kept as an undergraduate has been arranged in chronological order and separated into
four folders by the processor. The diary was found kept for safekeeping in a folder. For the most
part, the diary entries were grouped by month but out of chronological order. It is also interesting
to notice that Hedahl’s B.A. and B.S. were issued by the University of Minnesota on the same
day. However, her B.S. lists her birth surname (Mosvick) while her B.A. lists her surname as
Hedahl, her mother’s family surname which she took from then on. It should be noted that folder
2.11 and 3.1 act simply as placeholders. These items are bound into books which stand alone.

Box  Folder
10 Doctor of Philosophy in Homiletics and Rhetoric Diploma, Graduate
Theological Union (1988)
5 11 The “Pure Word of God:” The Americanization of Lutheran Homiletical
Invention Theory, 1893-1922 (April 1988)
Doctoral Dissertation
12 Master of Arts in Liturgical Studies Diploma, St. John’s University (1983)




Ambiguity in Glass: A History of the North Wall Window in the Abbey
Church of St. John the Baptist, Collegeville, Minnesota (August 1983)
Master’s Thesis

The Sanctus: A Survey of Scriptural, Patristic and Liturgical Evidence From
The First Through the Fifth Century, A.D. (1983)
Academic Paper including References

The Consecration Prayer in Ordination Ceremonies of the Eastern Rites
(undated)
Academic Paper

The Kiss of Peace: A Liturgical Gesture And Its History in the Early Church
From The First to the Fifth Century (undated)
Academic Paper

Certificate of Ordination, American Lutheran Church (June 15, 1975)

Master of Divinity Diploma, Luther Theological Seminary (June 1, 1975)

Qualification for Ministry, Luther Theological Seminary (June 1, 1975)

Bachelor of Arts Diploma, University of Minnesota (December 14, 1968)

|0 (N[O |01

Bachelor of Science Diploma, University of Minnesota (December 14,
1968)
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Diary (1 of 4) May 1968-January 1969

11

Diary (2 of 4) March-April 1968

12

Diary (3 of 4) January-February 1968

13

Diary (4 of 4) May-December 1967, undated

Sub-series 3. Childhood, 1961-1964

Sub-series 3 includes materials from Dr. Hedahl’s childhood such as yearbooks, a high school
diploma, and photos. Hedahl attended the public schools in Willmar, Minnesota.

Box  Folder
14 Childhood Photos (undated)
3 15 Willmar Senior High School Diploma, 1964
16 Willmar Senior High School Yearbook, 1964
4 1 Willmar Senior High School Yearbook, 1962
4 2 Willmar Junior High School Yearbook, 1961

Series 3. Writings

This series contains Hedahl’s published works.

Sub-series 1. Articles

Sub-series 1 includes articles published in religious magazines.

Box | Folder | Publication/Publisher Issue Title
4 3 Scope 22,no. 10 ‘Lights of Remembrance’ (2
P October 1982 pages)




The Luther-N.W. ‘Reflections from the Parish’

Seminary Newsletter 1978-79 (6 vignettes, 8 pages)
On Scripture, The ‘Luke 2:22-40: How Are We
Huffington Post December 28, 2011 | Caring for Our Children Today?’
Worship Blueprints:
Guide to Planning 1985, pp. 19-25 ‘Symbols of the Season’

Midweek Lenten
Worship

The Lutheran Standard February 15, 1977 Household of faith must remain

open to all’
Augsburg Publishing ‘Nuclear Energy: Problems and
undated .,
House Promises’ (report, 7 pages)
Luther Theological Spring 1975 ‘The Task Force on Women’

Seminary Review

Additional: letter from grandmother dated October 6, 1978 found and kept alongside vignettes
from The Luther-N.W. Seminary Newsletter; letter regarding the nuclear energy report from
Frank F. Firnschild, Director of Creative Services at Detroit Edison [2 pages]

Sub-series 2. Book Reviews

Sub-series 2 includes published book reviews. The majority were published in the Augsburg
Publishing House Book Newsletter.

Box | Folder Author Title of Work Reviewed
Harris W. Lee Time for Questions: Messages for Lent and Easter
Priscilla and William

Proctor Women in the Pulpit: Is God an Equal Opportunity Employer

IraJ. Tanner The Gift of Grief

Letha Scanzoni and | A/l We’re Meant to Be: A Biblical Approach to Women'’s
Nancy Hardesty Liberation

editor - Helen Gray Women and the Word: Sermons

Crotwell
John H. Otwell And Sarah Laughed
4 4 - Augsburg Sermons/Old Testament Lessons/Series A
Gary R. Collins grfurOChK to Be Single: A Guidebook for Singles and the

Evelyn and Frank

Woman in the World of Jesus
Stagg

Richard L. Jeske Understanding and Teaching the Bible

Rosemary Radford

Ruether Mary, the Feminine Face of the Church

Lyle E. Schaller Women as Pastors, “Creative Leadership Series”

David Buttrick A Captive Voice: The Liberation of Preaching

Additional: list of reviews from R & R Book Corner published on LTSG website (February 20,
2007) [4 pgs]

Sub-series 3. Creative Writing




Sub-series 3 includes Hedahl’s published poetry and other creative writing.

Box | Folder | Publication Issue Title
5 Premiere no. 4 (1965) ‘Concerto’
6 Frontiers April 1965 ‘Communion’ and Meditation
‘Eugene Delacroix’s “Pferde Am
Meerstrand™”’
‘A Band of Yearlings’
7 lvory Tower | 67, no. 136 (May 2, 1966) | <Salome’ with card from The Christian
4 Century accepting its publication
‘Midsummer’s Celebration-Latvia’
PANIC:
8 Promqtlon and 1964 book of poems
Nourishment
in Culture
8 unknown unknown, author aged 13 “The Palomino”

Additional: inserted loosely inside the front cover of Frontiers is a notice dated January 28, 1982
that the Anna Von Helmholz-Phaelen Poetry Scholarship was awarded to Hedahl on September

23, 1966

Sub-series 4.

Music Reviews

Sub-series 4 includes the clippings of music performance reviews which Hedahl wrote for The
Minnesota Daily while a student at the University of Minnesota.

Box | Folder

Date

Title

January 12, 1968

Symphony scores firsts with broadcast, Spohr piece

December 1, 1967

Casadesus family plays delightful Mozart, Bach

November 3, 1967

Bacchanalia

‘New World’ highlights Symphony concert

October 25, 1967

Symphony blends light Hayden, Karr’s mellow double-bass solo

August 9, 1967

Making Music with ‘Oedipus’

May 26, 1967 Staging of Fledermaus Dull, Unimaginative
May 16, 1967 Blase Orchestra
undated ‘Gondoliers’ Is Still a Lively Show

RELATED MATERIALS

Hedahl, Susan K. Cross Talk: Preaching Redemption Here and Now, by Sally A. Brown. Edited
by Union Theological Seminary-Presbyterian School of Christian Education.

Interpretation 63 (October 2009): 436. accessed March 18, 2016. Short Book Reviews
and Notes.

------ . Edited by David B. Howell. Sermon Reviews. Lectionary Homiletics 11, no. 6 (May 1991):
6-7, 14-15, 24, 30-31.
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------ . Edited by David B. Howell. Preaching the Lesson. Lectionary Homiletics X1V, no. 5
(August 2003): 5, 13-14, 20-21, 28, 36-37.

------ . Edited by David B. Howell. Preaching the Lesson. Lectionary Homiletics XVI, no. 5
(August 2005): 15-16, 25-26, 33-34, 42-43.

------ . Edited by George H. O. Madsen. Mentor: Celebrating Our Teachers. Lutheran Partners 1,
no. 4 (November 1985): 31.

------ . Listening Ministry: Rethinking Pastoral Leadership. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress,
2001.

------ . Places of the Promise. Lima, OH: CSS Publishing Company, 1990.
------ . Preaching the Wedding Sermon. St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press, 2000.

------ . Proclamation Six, Series A: Interpreting the Lessons of the Church Year - Epiphany.
Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 1995.

------ . Proclamation and Celebration: Preaching on Christmas, Easter, and Other Festivals.
Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2012.

------ . ‘Discussing Sermon Texts: New Breathing Spaces’. Teaching Tactics. Teaching Theology
and Religion 14, no. 1 (January 2011): 22.

------ . ‘Pastoral Reflections’. Edited by Ralph W. Klein. Preaching Helps. Currents in Theology
and Mission 14, no. 6 (December 1987): 463-78.

------ . ‘Preaching the Christian Story among Other Faith Stories : A Case Study of a Course’.
Chap. 3 in Teaching Our Story: Narrative Leadership and Pastoral Formation, edited by
Larry A. Golemon, 47-66. United States: Alban Institute, 2009.

------ . ‘Proclaiming Stewardship: Guide for Sermons and Temple Talks’. Edited by Clint
Schroeder. Faith in Action 39, no. 3 (1995): 20-22.

------ . ‘Sermon: John 8:31-38’. Luther, Faith, and Human Sexuality. Edited by Richard D.
Nelson and Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. Lutheran Theological
Seminary Bulletin 73, no. 1 (October 28, 1993): 47—49.

------ . ‘Sermonic Aim and Lutheran Evangelism: A Case Study in Historical Homiletics’. Edited
by Ralph W. Klein. Currents in Theology and Mission 16, no. 6 (December 1989): 443
47.

------ . ‘“The Future Pulpit: Long-Range Proclamation Planning’. Edited by Rebecca H. Grothe.
Ministry Issues. The Clergy Journal LXXXIV, no. 7 (May 2008): 8-10.

------ . ‘The Model Preacher: Ethos and the Early American Pulpit’. Edited by Carl E. Braaten.
Dialog: A Journal of Theology 29, no. 3 (1990): 183-88.

------ . ‘The Women in the Windows’. Edited by Brooks Schramm. Seminary Ridge
Review 9, no. 1 (Autumn 2006): 42—-48.
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------ . ‘Variety of Visions’. Edited by Lowell G. Almen. The Lutheran Standard 25, no. 6 (March
15, 1985): 15-17.

------ . “We Must Walk Carefully in Our Uses of Nuclear Energy, Balancing the Benefits and
Burdens.’ Edited by Lowell G. Almen. I think. The Lutheran Standard 25, no. 6 (March
15, 1985): 12.

------ . Who Do You Say That | Am?: 21st Century Preaching. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress,
2003.

Hedahl, Susan K. and Richard P. Carlson. Preaching 1 Corinthians 13. St. Louis, MO:
Chalice Press, 2001.

Hedahl, Susan K., John S. McClure, Frederick A. Neidner, and Foster R. McCurley, Jr.
New Proclamation, Year C, 2003-2004: Advent through Holy Week. Edited by Harold W.
Rast. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2003.

Hedahl, Susan Karen. ‘Rhetoric and Proclamation: A Relational Paradigm’. Chap. 12 in To
Teach, To Delight, and To Move: Theological Education in a Post-Christian World,
edited by David S. Cunningham, 267-80. Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2004.

------ . ‘The Emerging Presence of the Qur’an in American Broadcast Media: 1998-2008°. Edited
by Kristin Johnston Largen. Theme Articles. Dialog: A Journal of Theology 48, no. 3
(September 2009): 222—-30.

Hedahl, Susan. ‘Heard Any Good Sermons?’. Edited by David L. Miller. Perspective. The
Lutheran 17, no. 7 (July 2004): 32—-35.

------ . ‘Law-Gospel Preaching: A Classroom Perspective’. Edited by Ted F. Peters. Dialog: A
Journal of Theology 39, no. 3 (March 2000): 200-205.

Trout, Gwenn. ‘Conversation with Dr. Susan K. Hedahl, Associate Professor of
Homiletics’. A Student’s Perspective. Seminary Views: News from the Hill Winter 1997:

2.
[llustration Writer, Emphasis: A Preaching Journal for the Parish Pastor

Volume Number Month(s) Year
20 7 Dec 1990
20 8 Jan 1991
20 9 Feb 1991
20 10 Mar 1991
20 11 4 1991
20 12 5 1991
21 1 6 1991
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21 7-8 1991
21 9-10 1991
21 11-12 1991
21 1-2 1992
21 3-4 1992
22 5-6 1992
22 7-8 1992
22 9-10 1992
22 11-12 92
22 1-2 93
22 3-4 93
23 5-6 93
23 7-8 93
23 9-10 93
23 11-12 93
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