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[From the Milton Argus, October 22,1886.]
AS AN AUTHOR.
An Industrious _l;astor’s Literary
Work.

We had the pleasure of examining
a bound volame of sermons and ad-
dresses published by Rev. W. H.
Gotwald, of this place, the majority
of which were printed at this office.
Rev. Gotwald is not only a faithful
and efficient pastor, but he is equally
as industrious with his pen, and, so
far as we know, is the oanly pastor in
Milton who has ever published a vol-
ume of sermons. The sermons and
addresses in the volume above re-
ferred to bave received the most fa-
vorable notices from the press and
individuals. In addition to the
above he has also published the fol-
lowing works: A Temperance Ap-
peal,” ‘“A Tract to Awakened Sin-
ners,” serinons on *“The Character of
God's House,” “The Coming of
Christ,”” and “The Bad Tongue.”
Also the following books: “A Cate-
chism, Practical and Historical,”
‘‘Hans Egede, Missionary to Green-
land,” “Rich and Poor Man,’’ ‘‘Pas-~
tor’s Confirmation @Gift, Nissen's
explanation of Luther’s Catechism,’’
and ‘" Luthardt’s Compendium
der Dogmatik.” The last five
are translations, two of which are
yet in mauuscript, not having been
sent to the printers for publication.
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ST. JOHN.

Dedicated to the Service of
~ God Yesterday,

The New Church Home of the
Evangelical . Lutheran

Congregation.

The Services of the Day—The Exercis-
es Conducted by Prominent Men
of the Churech=The Church
Free From Debt,

Delaware is rapidly acqniring a rep-
utation as a city of churches, and boasts
of her interest in church affairs.

The events of the past few weeks in-
deed substantiate both the reputation
and the claim. Several new sanctu-
aries have been planned and their
erection made sure. Among the num-
ber none has awakened more interest,
nor has any been more successful than
the congregation of St. J ohn’s Evangel-
ical Lutheran church.”

The history of the church, since its
birthin the unhappy differences‘in the
Lutheran church, eleven months ago,
has been narrated from time to time in
the GAZETTE, and is too well known to
require any repetition now.

The people of the city have watched
its movements with deep interest; the
formation of the new congregation, the
determination to build a new edifice,
and the rapid construction of that
building. " The handsome substantial
brick church, with its tall and graceful

spire, is well known and highly praised |

on all sides, and in and out of the mem-
bership there was rejoieing ‘when the
labors were completed and the struc-
ture stood perfect.

To those who have not seen the in-
terior, it might be described ina word
--beautiful. The auditorium is forty-
five by sixty feet in dimensions, with
lofty ceiling. The pulpit, at the east
end of the church, is large and being
about thirty inches high, is reached by
three steps from the floor. The floor
itself is raised at the west end, opposite
the pulpit, twenty-nine inches higher
than at the other end, so that the vision
of no one in the congregation is ob
structed. The aisles extend from the
pulpit diagonally to the doors, being
connected with one extending north
and south at the front. The seats are
arranged in arcs and vary somewhat in
length. The plans adopted by the arch-
itect,” Mr. F. F. Schnitzer, in -the ar-
rangement of seats, and elevating the

.} floor are comparatively new in church

architecture and entirely new in this
city. Both are pronounced successful,
and the acoustic properties of the room

welcome news to the congregation, and
the day looked forward to with pleasure
The result of the day’s services was full
of satisfaction,

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

The first occupancy of the church
was by the Sabbath School, which as-
sembled at 9.80 o’clock. Besides. the
usual exercises, the school had the
pleasure of hearing Drs. Helwig and
Barnitz, who delivered interesting ad-
dresses, congratulating the children on
having such a beautiful church home,
and offering wholesome advice.

MORNIYG SERVICE,

As the members of the congregation
assembled for the first service in their
new edifice, there was evident satisfac-
tion and pardonable pride depicted up-
on every countenance. The beloved
pastor, Rev. J. F. Shaffer, to whom more
than any other person, the result of the
labors of this people is due, looked su-
premely happy. He has a right, as-
suredly, to look and feel so.

The pulpit was occupied by Revs. J
F. Shaffer, Drs. Ort, Helwig and Bar-
nitz, Dr, C. H. Payne and Dr. W.F.
Whitlock, The music was very fiue,
rendered by a select choir, composed of
Misses Lena and Flora Zimmerman,
Jennie Platt and Alice Dangler, Mrs.
Charles Rubrecht, Messrs. Louie Cul-
mer, Elmer Heller, D. W..Clark, W. H.
Wehleater and George Carder.

Before the sermon the Rev. Shaffer
baptized Carrie Eliza, the infant daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs, Alfred Shively, of
Ostrander. An elogquent sermon was

delivered by Dr. Ort, President of Wit-|:

tenberg College, his text being taken
from Hebrew II-9; his theme, “The Di-
vinity of Christ, and man exalted
through Christ.”

_After the sermon Dr. Ort announced
that it was necessary before the dedica-
tion of the church to raise the amount
of the.debt which stood upon it. That
amount he said was $3000, and he urged
prompt and generous aid in liquidating
the debt. Subscriptions were called
for, and the first response was from
Louis 3mith, Esq., who subscribed $500.
This generous donation was followed
by the announcement that the Sunday
School pledged $200; then nine 'sub-
seriptions of $100 each, and so on in
smaller amounts, until the sum reached
$2500. It was then quite late and the
morning services were concluded with
the singing of the doxology.

AFTERNCON SERVICE.

At three o'clock in the afternoon the
church was again filled to its utmos
seating capacity, and the services were
of a most interesting character, The

sermon was delivered by Dr. Helwig;, of

Springfield, his theme being -the duties
and responsibilities of a christian life.
Again' the-people were called upon
to increase the fund for -the payment
of the church debf, and .that amount
subscribed in the morning was raised
to $2940, when the services concluded.
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aré perfect. ‘L'he church 1s handsomely
frescoed in many tints, blue being the
dominating color. The windows are
well proportioned, furnishing ample
light. The handsome stained glass
wasg the gift of members and friends of
the church, as follows: On the east the
first window was the offering of the
Lutheran Sunday School of Cincinnati,
the design at the top being the signifi-
cant bee hive; the next was the offering
of Mr. Louis Smith, in memory of bis
wife, Sebelia Smith, the design a crown;
next the oftering of Rev. J. F. Shaffer,
the pastor, in memory of his son, Ralph
Boggs Shaffer, the design the lamb of
peace; next an offering in memory of

Rev. Ezra Keller, D. D,; the founder. of |

Wittenberg College, the design an all-
seeing eye. On the north side the first
window was the offertng of five classes
of the Sanduy School, the Philosophian,
the Excelsior, the Coronation, the Lit-
tle Gledners and the Busy Bee classes,
‘he design being a sheaf of grain; next
an offering of Mrs. Anna R. Lasher, in
memory of her sister, Susan Morgan,
design a dove; next the offering of the
Banner class of St. John’s church,
.aught by Matt H. Waguer, design the
open Bible; and last awindow, with the
tablets of the commandments as the de-

{ sign, an offering in memory of Rev.

Samuel Sprecher, D. D,, L. L. D, the
second president of Wittenberg College,
which office he held for a quarter of a
century. In the front of the church
are fivellarge aud five small windows of
stained glass, the latter being the offer-
ing of the Sabbath School. Of the larger
windows the central one was presented
by Charles Fox, in memory of Ada
Ethel Fox; the four being the offering
of the Ever Loyal class, the Earnest
Workers class, the Senior Bible class,
and the Young Men’s Bible class. All
of them are very handsome. The fur-
nighing of the church is in conformity

with the structure itself, substantial and |

beautiful. The vestibules are covered
with heavy cocoa matting, while the
floor of the church is laid with a very
neat carpet, in which red is the pre-
dominating color. The comiortable
pews are of ash and walnut, with a ca-
pacity of seating four hundred and fifty
persons. The reading desk in the pul-
pit is one of the finest in the city, being
of solid walnut, magnificently carved.
It is the handiwork of Mr. Nicholas
Wagner. The furniture of the pulpit
consists of three hahdsome chairs, wal-
nut with scarlet velvet cushions. This
describes the several parts of the church,
which taken in view at once is pleasing
and comfortable. At the services of
yesterday the pulpit was further beau-
tified by three handsome floral crosses
and a quantity of cut Aower. '

THE SERVICES.

The announcement some days ago
that the church would be occupied and
dedicated on Sunday, Oct. 17th, was

THE DEDICATIUN.

At seven o’clock in the evening every
reat in the church was occupied and
the aisles were filled with chairs to ac-
commodate the large congregation.
The church, lighted by a carbon bur-
ner with twenty-four jets, looked even
‘more beautiful than in the sunlight.

The choir was strenghtened by the
addition of several voices, among them

fine.

The regular services were conducted
by the ministers present, including
Rev. Father Lynch, who offered an ear-
nest prayer for the new congregation.

One of the most eloquent sermons
ever heard in this city was then deliv-
ered by Rev. Dr. Barnitz, the Westein
Secretary of Feweigtemd Home Mis-
sions of the church. His text was from
Isaiah XXXV, 8th, 9th and 10th verses.
The pathway of faith; its peace, safety
and happiness were presented in lan-
guage beautiful but simple, and proof
plain and convincing. :

When Dr. Barnitz had concluded it
was announced that the $3000 had been
raised, with a small surplus, and free
from:debt the church was about to be
dedicated.
performed by the pastor, assisted by
Drs. Ort, Barnitz and Helwig. The
keys of the church were presented by
Mr. P. T. Courter, of the Church Coun-
cil, and received by Rev. J. F. Shaffer,
who consecrated the house to the ser-
vice of God. 2

theran church was thus closed. It was
a pleasant and interesting one—fraught
with good.
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Miss Della Wentz, whose golo was very

The services were then}:

The first day of the Evangelical Lu- '
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