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NEWS AND WIEWS CF THE STUDEKT By AMD FACLL,

W ohat do Gr-.duates of this Sem- =~ "How Contempor %
inary Think of Its Capacity 4 o Rdghit to Bé
to Prenare Them for the Parish?"

Ciiencol OnLE Con Dl el e clie Nem)
This poll w:.s sent to mem- -

bers ofmgﬁe lagt. four graduating theology) =

classes from the seminary tak- Inasmuch as e .re all
ing evefy éécond$or third pas- theologizans in the sense that
tor from the seminary's list. ' we must work out some kind of
the guestiong 'l asked are giv-— theology' for ourd +winistry, it
en on pages 2-5 with the comaents would seem to bo of importance
given by the participants to that we should give some con-
clarify their answers on pages sid e tdon toVthe King of in-
6-9. fourty-seven polls were sut which counstitutes such a
sent, eighteen were returned, theology. Theclogy never exists
38%. The sopulations of the (cont. on p. 9 middle of

(cont. p. 13)  (See OUEH:% on p. 14) second column)

O HAPPINING STtudyine 1h g Blaeck Clags®
The upcoming WOTS mee tings, ; I would like to share with
which will explore a variety of you gsome of the following ideas
topics, promise to be interestimgl_hdv% concerning the course I
as well as informative. Ut theseyugt completed at Morgan State
dates on your calendar now. ~ College in B .ltimore, Md; As
Jan. 29958030 movie WLerd - of the you probably
Flies" showing at the col- G-burg Seain
legestudent Union Building. gpe night a

know, five of us
.rians went to Morgan
week during last term
seminary Community welcome. i, ke g course called: "The

Feb. 4 8:00-Review and dis- - Sociology of_..)e srivation.®

cusgion 6f."hord of . the o I feel that it w-g one of the

Flies" led by Professor and (econt. middle of second column

; S
Mrs. Jensen in their home. = gp P 11)

{cont. bottom of sccond col~

Bone G (Vietnam-Love it or Leave a5 ed,
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Below I will give the questions used in the poll and
after each guestion I will put comments made by those
answering the poll. Also in the blanks I will out how
many answered each way for a guestion.

1. If you took C.P..., did you find it worthwhile?
yes 12 no O (the only comment was that a member of
the class of 1966 did not know what C.P.E. was)

2. 1f you did nct take C.P.E., do you regret not taking
it? yes 4 no 1

3. If you took internship, did you find it worthwhile?
yes 14  no O (one person wrote a double yes to

emphasize his answer)

4. If you did not take intornship, do You regret it?
yes 2 T 4], (th: no answer was explained "but I worked

in a parish last two years of seminary, this was invaluable")
This pastor also answered no to guegtion 5, Alca For
question 9 made his own list of areas that should be

studied in the seminary. His article will be the firgt

one following these questions.)

3etween questions four and five I added "if you-tdo
either, please include them in your thinking of the
following yuesticns as nart of your total seminary
education.

5. On the whole do you feel that the seminary adeqguately
brepared you for the parish? yes 14 no 2

(one yes acnswere was qualified "yes and no, but mostly
yes"= another "yes, somewhat"- another "yes and no"(
neither was tallied)- another yes answer from the class
of 1967 "Prepared me adeyuately ——-but didn't nrenare

me abundantly----i.e. I got enough to get by, but a lot

more would have made possible some ex ertize")

6. What area of the parish were you Drepared most
inadeyuately by the semihary(all yuestions suppsose you
took fair advantage of all that was offered), and this



3=

of course need not necessarily be the least important

function of the parish? (below are the answers given

by class)

class of 1969

-gdministration and chrigstian education

=classroom baisis noorly presared for counselling, but
taken care of by CPE and internship

-administration and counselling(only had one good course)

-finances and psychology

class of 1968

-adminstration and ccunselling

-adminstration and group work

~Chrigtian education _

-how to deal with people whose understanding vastly
different-conservative and doctrinel- than whaot is
taught o

class of 1967

~afministrtion

—preaching(he underlined it four times)

~Biblical studies-I majored in them and must still say
this! |

class of 1966

-evangeliem and prespective calling

~counselling, committee work and changing youth work
patterns ‘ -

-person to person relationship wund practical administration

- —preachling should be approached from & view toward

theological security rather than technigues of

communication. This trangition was beginning but

not completely accomplished.

7. Whut area of the seminary were you ore ared most

adequately for by the seminary?.

class of 1969

~theology, biblical and chunch history

—-CPE and internship-dealing with self

~theology—-and perhaps the entire spectrum as it relates
to all | ’



class of 1968

~-preaching

-personal contuact-preaching-one-to-one basis- christology

-preaching-liturgics-practical pasteoral work{esick calls
etc.)

-to preach

class of 1967

~preaching

-preaching-intern year good too, withcut internship
I'd have been viery nuch at sea in my first sarish

clugs of 1966

-counselling

-preaching, teaching, theological and biblical studies
alsc counselling

-pastoral care

~intellectual and worship areas

8. what year did you graduate?

1969-I sent to 13 of 40 members and received 7 (53%)

1968_n " H 9 t 20 i " 1t 4(44%)
1967 " 1 1" 13 " 36 " ] 1 3(23%)
1966 " 1 n1o 1 32 ] 1 4(33%)

(Following will be a list of arcas th.t the seminary

offers its progrumg and will bd used in answering the

remaining questions) not enough enough too much
a, Preaching 3 14 S

b. Theology B 15 Q“__

C. Churecn Hiotary 0 15 3

d. Bibliczl Studies 10 8 0

e. Pastoral Pscchology 13 E;;_ 0

f. Field studies 6 10 5-—

9. Rank in order those areas first thet are now most
important for you in effectively fulfilling your total
parish activities. a._3.00 ».2.86 c.4.71 4d.2.86
©.2.26  £.4.00

10. 1ill in the blanks under the proper heading above

to denote how well you thought you were prepara=d by the



-5 -

seminary in orovortion to their importance in the
parish for you, not enough, enocugh, or too much

:mnhq‘o't

Comments to clarify question 9

The number in the blanks is the average prace that that

area received, ie, preaching veraged third place.

-one added that his spread was not great

- " u " b, is necessary for a., therefore rated
them both the same (1)

~this man made his own categories of importance

1. Ability to relate 4. Ability %o communicate
2. Ability to work in a 5. Ability to teach and preach
group . Ability to zain insight

3. ability to inspire

Comments to clarlfy question 10

The number in thb spaces is the number of ulmGS it W

checked -

~one pergon could enly check b. and d. as enoﬁgh because
he took geveral electives in thouse areas

-need better guality in d. and e.

-one c. was osut to the right of middle a bit and one
f. was »ut slightly to the left cf the middie

-, is a least enough with CPE and internship. I understand

field studies to be jr. field studies :nd not including
CPE and internship; then if field studies is intended
to include CPE and internship, I would say that
they are most helpful in esnticipatory ways-born in
hours of personal identity, congregations and mood

and atmosphere we are now engaging in--- (class of 1969)

-f. needs better quality A

-e. in sense of relating to veople, f. in sense of
practical experience ' ‘

I also asked 211 the participants. to add anything they
felt would be helpful.



-

Clagss of 1966 Criticism
Regarding guestion #9, its

not only a matter of how much

offered, but the

moagt of

of a subject is
content of the course.

ny
guite drrelevant.

.eminary courses 1 find to be

The main emphasis of sem-
‘inary was for me to absorb facts
thet I couvld regurgitite on a
test. I now, ond then, greatly
I feel I
have learned more, and learned

of the

resent this emphasis. .

it faster since being out
seminary then I did while in
seminary.

I resent the massive assign-

ments that kept me so busy I

could not follow my own interests.

I resent the attempt to
indoctrinate-rather ehoourageing
me to do my own theological |
wregstling., Yor the time spent
seminary was more of retarding
then g growing experience.

I would suggest:

1. Allowing the students far more
freeddm o persue their own
interests.

2. ncourage and stimulate per-
sonaltheological wre: tling.

3. Yrop language re:;uirements.
4. Cut reguired courses down
to bare minimum.

5. Incourage personal involve-
ment in tasks and projects

that relate to people and/or the

varish.

or a

6. Shift
transmission to lecarning by

emphasis from data

experience.

"Moet problems call for an
integrated resoonse" (ed. I

lifted this title from the text)

The yuestionaire which
you sent to me is very inter-
esting and marks a good attempt

to get at the problem of sem-
currienlomn.

inary However,

I sense one defect in the
guestionaire which
me that the

quegtions imply that each of

It would appear to

the areas of study in seminary
are independently apolied %o
situations in a parish. You
have a theological problem,
bivlical problem, etc.
My limited experience is
that most problems call for an
integrated response which
necegsitates the use of a little
Bible, a
therefore

theology, a little
little
the one

psychology.
point that the seminary

tends to b:

most helpful when followed is

the point about learning to

hammers home which

gynthesize the various disci-
plines.

Ag indicated in the gquest-
ionaire, I do think that more
study is needed in most arcas.

(cont. p.7)

I wonder sboutb.



(cont. from p. 6)

‘specially is there & need for
a course in varish administrat-—
ion.

I hope thesge comments are

of some volue to you. Good

luck in your work on the
curriculum revision.

» William preikorn 1969
Trinity Lutheran Church

Box 217

Smithsburg, Md. 21783

Class of 1968 ‘Gap"
(ed. again my title)

I feel the student should
be made to recalize and tuught
how to xobe with, the gap be-
tween what is taught in Seminary
and where the people actually
are! Too often a new pastor
rzacts like a bull in a china
shop when he runs into the real-
ities of prejudice, apathy and
double standards. I suppose
this is the careing «nd appli-
cation of all that is le rned.

Practical application, of
any course, is « tedious job.
At the seminary there is a
degree of idealism-which T
suppose is good, however the
student should be taught through
clinical training, pastoral
psychology, and internship,
that there is a big difference
between what should be and what
is. This may not apply to all

(cont. top of next column)

{cont. from bottom of lait
column)
situations, but since I can
only speak from personal
exserience, I have found, as I
look arround that this is a
ig problem. {Be_with the

peosley instead of above them)

"The best classroom is still
the parish" (ed.'s title)

Preaching is most imvort-
ant, along with biblicael studies,
b cause whether ve like 11t or

not, this is what mout peonle

still see as the job of the
minister, but the reai work of
the church is done in small
groups and in individusl
contacts,  therefore seminarians
must be better owre ured to
work vwith groups and people,
both who resist change and who
seek positiv. directions in
which to act. Seminarians also
should have a good understand-
ingof the pain of peoprle's
lives, such as when they ex-
pa2rience death, terminal ill-
ness, ~nd the wnole r:.nge of
emotional problems. Yhey must
be trained to take a supportive
and not geared %o changing
peoyle, as is often wh..t young
men as myself at first try to
do before recounizing limit-
ations. vhange seems to be an

(cont. top of uge 8)



(cont. from bottom of p.7) (cont. from bottom of last
important by-product, however, column of this nage)
Alsc, many young ministers comyuietely though they arevit-

face a severe identity conflict allv nececgary. Experience as

when they discover that they . an ordained pastor in the parish
are not sure about what their srings the groundworks of em-
role is. It sounds strunge, inary educution and CPE to ful-
but it happens, especially when ler maturity. Juring the iirst
one is frustrated by a con- tew years a 1an nust learn his
gregation which resists your liabilities and strengths as
understonding of ministry as he experiences parish life. I
been tuught in seminary. guess I'm saying thergds no

ihe best classroom is still substitute for the real thing.

the .arish, iere one pmust sink  The gap betreen theological

or swim. education and the parish can
still swimming, certainly bve narrowed, never
Mark F. Gruebmeyer closed entirely.

pP.s. You nay find help- .
John W. Swyers '66

910 5. Tenn. Blvd.

ful the recent collected i . d-
ings of "The Ohio Acadeny of

. . Apt. BE-1
Parish Clergys;" Granger ‘»p
. : g an e lturfreegboro, Tenn.
Westberg, Hamma, Springfle.da
37130

has them.

(clags of 1967- .nglish .v.

Tutheran Church 111 Grove St.

3iuffton, Ohio 45817 vhe central focus of the

short note from '66

parish is incresasingly dculing

. i} ) with person-to-person relation-
"Seminary-Groundwork-Maturity" A 3
ships. One-to-one ‘astoral
I feel your questi maire relationships have a greater

and interest in curriculum aré  Jong range erfect on individuals

good. The seminary vreares (ed. can't read a word here)

men for the ministry to an ex- do occasional corporate gatherings
tent. CFPE and the prish in- ihe theological and biblical
tern experience ure great ad- basis is important for both
ditions. I don't think we can corsorate and personal dealings.
ex,ect or should expect that H ow to preach 1s relatively

these itoms will do the job, (cont. top of next nage)

(cont. top of next column)
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(cont. from bottom of last page)

unimportant. DMore important is
content for preaching and ablility

+o0 know to whom w. are preaching.

1638 Uritic of the poll

I o .preciate your attenpt
to siother date to improve the
quality of seminary education;
however a more carefully »re-
vared yuestionnaire(perhaps in
consultation with a recently
graduated psnstor) would hove been
I don't think

your juestions are insightful

more helpful.

g the situation is not .s
gsimple as oresupposed by the
Luestions. (ed.- this pastor
on the poll made only the comm
ment that question 9 seemed to
presunpose more of a gap than
wigh he

given us some of his insights.)

he waw. 1 would have

Sditor on = letter from a grad-—
vate student bob Pielke at
1111 Jartmouth-117, Claremont,
Calf. 91711

i'he editor's reason for
basing this on the parish w s
the LC ‘s rule that the purish
ministry must preceed any
specialized ministry. Dob said
he never intended to entcr the
parish but weould fill out the
poll.

(cont. top of ~cxt column)

He did not regret not’

(cont. from bottom of last

column)

taking either CP. or intern-

ship. On juestion 5 he un-

derlined "on a whole" and said

yes, the seminury adequately

orepared him for graduate

school. For guestion 6, Le

felt philosophy, social ethics
of theological
the
ag least adoquately
‘ie felt mcst t

ared in the

and criticioms
rositions were areas he
orepared.

ad:oquately pre-

s

ability to exnress

and defend nis own ositions.
For guestion nine he only
ranked theology(phil+social
ethics) and history

order und felt he had too much

in that

of the rest.

"How Cgntem orary... from

page 1
as an abstraction--that is,
1t always bears some relation
With
this in mind, it gcems to me
that we should
g fundaaental quesivion.
gshould be the
the inout of a contemporary

to all other .nowledge.
ask ourscives
Name ly 5
what sourcee of
tiieology?

Ty point is whether, in
what the Gospel is to the neople
to whom we w-ont to minister,
we ought to take into account

(cont. top of next page)
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(cont. from bottom of p.9)
"How Contemporary...
the thinking of the members of

cur churches. I wonder if we
are sometimes not guiity of tak-
ing o handful of int:llectuals
1ore seriously than the whole
pveoole of God in a local sit-
uitione.

let me say immediastely that
all
woxrth

this comment has nothing at
to do with the
of int:liectuals.

will re d this article

value and
peonle
with the

another

Dome

viewpoint that nere is
All I om

here is the issue of--grinted
<

SPLIro Agnew.

£ raising
that the thinking of peoyle must
be taken into account of in the
formulation of theology--what
ceovle it is that should be of
primary concern.

It sceus to me that by ne-
glecting the average church
member, we are running two risks.
The first is that of being mis-

understood. I would not want

for a minute to call into gues-
tion the valuable things which

contemporary thinkers have done
for theological thought. wut
one must adait that there huve
been many destructive infiu-

ences. ‘the first i3 a
of

cannot theology use words in

question

aimole word choice. Why

their commonsengsical meening--

(cont. top of next column)

(cont. from bottom of last column)
"How Lontemporary...
instead of in some rariried way

whoch even other theologlans

oiten cannot un’erstand? for
example, how can one ex>slain the
“denth of God" to

Why 1s 1t that we must use "rev-

2 l-oyman?

olution" to mean"social change,

when the term "revolution" has a

violent meaning? shy nust we

use "gecular" to mean ne.rly
whot used to e meant by "sac-
red?" And so forth. There is

that of

¢ eaking a language w:.ch is 1ot

another dunger here-—-

that of comnmmon peonle. fThe tay-
at all of what
it means when we say t him that

man his no sense

the Gospel "frees" him--he didn't

he

4L

even know was bound! He does
haove at legst some notion of
tﬁ,l <

about that because we have to

what sin is, but we can'?d
"affirm man"--whatever that
H2ans.
I'he second dunger of con-
temoorary tieology 1s that we
run the risk of getting the
Gospel <o inextricably connected
that the two

equivalent—-

with certain ideas
entitics become
at leagt in the ~ind of the every-
Christians. Cortainiy it is
cf the story

atory bears on
gituation that

(cont. ton of next page)

the contemporary



(cont. from iast page)
"How Contenpory.es.
the Goswpel is proclilaimed, but

+hat is not the same as »aying
that the G.spel and revolution
are on the -ame side. ‘he lnst
sttement is not far, ofter all,
from saying that God is nlvays

on the =ide of the Americ ns.

wWwhen has the Goswel ever been on

one side of cny movement or idesa

only, and never at the sume
time not zgually on theother
side?

Lest I boe excused of beilng

too vague, consider the "s.cular

city" ovement c¢f about 6-7 years

ago. <1his :oveuent, to be sure,
served the amuch nceded need of

developing a theology for an

urban culture. But, huving done

this, why was it necesgssary

to almost ejuate the two, S0
that peonle st .rted Lo say that
the Gog el needed the city for
its full exyression. It would
scem th .t in our rush to be
contemnorary, we often leave
out of congideration the ordin-
ary individual. I sometimes
wonder if this lces not some-
times betray o fear on our part
——o fear of the Gospel's losing
its authority. To be sure,
tiiis is a very rgal fear, but
in overrvocting to it, I think
we ‘can e.sily destroy the very
thing we are trying to create.

(cont. t.p of next column)

-11-
(cont. from lust column)
tHow Contemporary.e..

T 1ike the idea of the Church as
the leaven of society, out one
should not forget that after the
bread has been waked, one can
gtill smell the yenst!

T teel that the church needs
some rebthinking of these attitudes.
I would appreciate the resnonses
of cthers to tuis question.

Jim Weilss

(cont. from bottom of second
column p. 1)

"Studying in a Black Class®
moat valuable experiences I have
had so fuar in my senminary educats
ion. It wag the first time I
was in a clags consisting of
slightly more black students
than white students and taught
by a black professor. (The col-
lege I graduated from had about
the some rotio of black and
white gtudents as cur seminary
has.) TFor me the main value of
the course wag not in the sub-
ject matter, although “r. Brooks
our profegsor, said 1t was the
only course dealing with the
sociology of deprivation, he
the Missi-
geippi River, but in the dis-
cussions we had withh the black

knew ofthis side of

students both in and out of the

class.

(cont. top of next page)
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(cont. from bottom of the last
page)

ngtudying in a Black Class"
The most valuable insight I got
during the course came when a
woman told how when she and her
husband visited a particular
church for the first time, a

clergymen ruined a great wel-

come vhen he gave them (an insult)

by adding the comment th t they
could feel at home since the
congregation already had one
black man who was a member and

sang in the choir. (The clergy-
man probably wondéred why they
never came back.

I feel that among the re-

marks of having an opportunity

to study with black people .re
the following: while I have
always been an integratzoniét;f:
intellectually, I am now also
emotionally an integrationist.
If I am to ever minister to
black people, I need experience
like this to help me feel
comfortable with blacks. (Last
summer during CPE, I came to
- gort of really know a couple of
black people for the first
time. My experiernce at Morgan
gseemed to reinforce the concept-
If I dare stete 1t in o trite-
expression: “hey don't bite you
if you try to talk with them.)
(cont. top of next column)

(cont. from bottom of the last
column)
"Studying in a Black Class"

If I should someday be
ministering in an ares like
the one I came from where
not only are there no black
peonle in the congregation, but
none in the county, I can
with emotional conviction tell
a white congregoation that
black people are no different
from themselves. while I am
aw re of 1any more rewards
the finnal
one I would like to mention

from the experience,
is that in the class, soccial
workers and teachers, who
knew the inner city through
vears of experience in it
shared with us tneir in-
sights into its »roblems.
Myron Schevy

(cont. from p. 10

Wl o T B
The seminary Community is
again invited to join us.

Peb. 18 ‘fentative meeting.

Several speakers are being ar-
ranged for the Spring. Vetails
later.
PeSa—
enings has been enjoyable for

ev .ryone(couples; s ngles, fac-
ulty, etc.). Meet at Baughman
Hall at 9:00 to bowl at 9:15.

Jan Ferra

Bowling on Tuesday ev-
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(cont. from p. 1)
"..does the

towns sent to were, 12 to

seminary prepare?"
pastors
in towns of less than 2,500, 11 to
pastors in towns between 2500~
5000, 9 between 5000-10,000, 7
between 10.000-25,000, 1 between
25,000~50,000, five between 50,000
-100,000, and 3 over 100,000.
Lhat me ns almost 3/4ths are in
towns under 10,000. Articles
written by the pasbors are iden-
tified only by their class unless
they sigﬁfd their names-post-
marks were not allaved for iden-
tification.

hat I wanted to find out
from this poll was if what is
offered here was doing its job
in preparing us for the parish-
ie. Does 1% do what is exoected
of it?

to uge their seminary exjeriences

Were the graduates able

to do what they taink is neces-—
sary in the parish? Could courscs
be dropped or added? Could
courses be given a differnt dir-
egtion or emphasized differntly?
ig we see from the results
of gquestion six, what the pastors
felt they needed and did not get
was practical experiences, and
hending the list was ad :inistration
and coun..eling needs. YThere was
gome feeling th.t Christian
educiblion needed more emphasis,
but severnl other practical
experiences were asiked for such

(cont. top of next column)

(cont. fr m bottom of the last

column)"..does the seminary

prepare?"

as preparation for calling,
group work, and dealing with
people . However looking at
question ten we sce ten people
felt a need for more SBiblical
studies. One thing I should
mention zbout question ten, I
forgot Christian education
(maybe a ‘reudian slip) and
languages. Basically we note
that most of the curriculum
except for Biblical studies
and psychology are adequate )
for whit these pastors needed.
Biblical studies was also high
on the list of importance,
along with tkeology for use in
the parish. Theology in yuest-—
ion ten also was seen as taught
enough for itse good use. How-
ever yJastornl psychology wae
ranked first in importance
in question nine, but only five
of eighteen felt enough was
offered.
Preaching also ranked

In gqucstion seven vroach-
ing was the only thing men-
tioned often for being that
area most adequately preprred
for by the seminary. In guest-
ion nine preaching was ranked
close to theology and biblical
gtudies as what is needed the
Most pecple also feld

p of p. 14)

most.
(cont. t



-14
(cont. from last oage)
n, ,does the

1,

S i

semi ary prepare?"

it was tuaght in provortion to
its need in the parish(question
ten). FPossibly the term field
studies wug not understood so
I'11 let you draw your own con-
clusions.

History was ranked as the
least imoortant for the parish
out of thisg list, yet it was
given the emphasis by the sem-
in .ry that was needed, there-
fore soince much history is
‘taken,one drawback of this
s0ll is that it does not show
the spread between the areas.
Phig 1s also born out by the
fact that a
they were prepared adequately

igh majority felt

for the parish-background
materials plus that push that
makes use of our background
materials. |
Also added to the
the fact that comments from the

above was
pastors held that personal
reiantions needs were the high-
est and they still felt the sem=
inary adeguately prepared them.
Another point, very few said that
gsome courses were offered too
much (question ten). And fin-
ally to confirm wh.t we most-
ly know, CPI and internship were
given overwhealming reccomend-
ations.

These are a few remarks.
(cont. top of next column)

(Con. from the last column)

I would like some of you to nake
more remakks~ such as why
woll

(do

have

some
this came out the w y it
aid?

tors

you think these vas-
alrecady joined the
"egtablishment?" Lo you agree

Or do you agree
with the pastors as you reflect

with my remarks?

or project on your either intern-

ship or upcoming internship?
T w uld like to thank all
thoge who contributed to this

issue. It seems thot the gquestion

provoked gome thinking on therr
Thanks a

part. ain.

i

3
!

/
To show that we should not
be complacent

]

°

0UCH

-
<

guote from a
church bulletin of =z recent supply
"The organ prelude is a vell
dropped between every-day life
and the sanctuary; 1in crossing
the threshhold, the music should
separate the vorld without from
the world within. ILet us cease
our conversation with each other
and use the organ veriod for
guiet meditation and communion

with CGod."

»ditor- Kenneth Hilston

typigt- Mrs. Kenneth Hilston



