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contributing synods ¢éonstituting or which mdy constitute the
General Synod aforesaid, in such manaoer and at such times as
the several synods may prescribe; and the persons who are
now directors shall be directors until others are elected by such
several synods, according to their respective regulations; « and
each synod shall be entitled to as many Directors as it elects
Delegates to the Genetal Synod ” and their sedts shall be va-
cated according to the provisions contained in said statutes;
and said Directors shall annually elect from arhong their numbet,
a President, Vice-President and Secretary, who shall always be
re-cligible; in the absence of theé President and Vice-President;
a President pro tempore shall be elected by the Board; they
shall also elect a Treasurer from time to time, who shall give
security as the Direétors may require for the tfust reposed in
him. .

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That there shall be at\egt_st__o’ne_m_e_ggp_g of the Board in each
year, and special meetings as the By:laws may prescribe ; and
when met twenty rhemibers shall constitute a quorum, twelve
being ministers and eight lay‘ members ; and 'théy shall have
power to enact the neeessary by-laws; rules and regulatxons for
the well ordering and government of said Seminary, the same
being not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of this
State, of the United States, or of the constitution calculated
for the government of said Seminary; and a record of the
transactions of the Board shall be kept in a book provided for
that purpose and the funds shall be applied to ptomote the ob=
jects of the institution, as the Directors may deem expedient
from time to time.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesazd
That it shall not be lawful for the said corporation to appro-
priate any of its surplus funds, if any it may have or acquire
over and above defraying the usual and necessary expenses

ane
.

thergof, to any other objects than those of a charitable or re-
ligious purpose, and which shall be necessary or proper for the
well-being of the said Seminary.

Sec. 5. The Theological Seminary of the General Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United States, acting
under such statutes, by-laws, and regulations a5 it may estab-
lish, is authorized and empowered to confer the ordinary degree
in Divinity upon such persons as may be judged worthy, with
as full power and authority as any University may confer the
same.

CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE L
INTRODUCTION—DESIGN OF THIS INSTITUTION.

Src. 1. It is proper to make a summary statement of the
objects aimed at by the founders of this Institution, and of the
benefits expected from it, in order that its design may be made
known to the public, and that it may always be sacredly kept
in view by its Directors, Professorsand Pupils. Itisdesigned:

2. To provide our churches with pastors who sincerely be-
lieve the Word of God as countained in the canonical Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments to be the only infallible rule
of faith and practice, and who hold the Augsburg Confession
to be a correct exhibition of the fundamental doctrines of the
Divine Word, and who will therefore teach them in opposition
to Deists, Unitarians, Arians,’ Antinomians, and all other funda-
mental errorists; .

3. To meet-the exigencies of our churches, many of which
require ministers capable of preaching in both the German and
English languages;
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4. To educate for the miinistiy poot youdg men of piety
and talents, by affording them gratuitous instruction, and ag
far as the funds will admit, and their necessity requires, defray-
ing also their other necessary expenses ;

5. To make the future ministers of the Church devoted and
deeply pious men, by educating a number of them amid cir-
cumstances most favorable to the growth of geruine godliness
and affording the most powerful stimulus to its attainment ;

6. To promote unanimity of views and harmony of feelings
‘among the niinistefs of our Church, by having a large number
educated by the same teachers, and in the same course of study ;
and thus to enable them to codperate more effectually in pro-
moting the Kingdom of the Redeemer ;

7. To increase the number of ministers, and make it com-
mensurate with the increasing wants of the Church.

ARTICLE 1I.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

Sec. 1. This Institution shall be governed by a Board of Di-
tectors, chosen by such Synods, in connection with the Gen-
eral Synod, as shall patronize it and contribute to its support,
and each shall be entitled to as many clerical and lay Directors
as it elects delegates to the General Synod. The Board shall
meet at least once a year, at such time as may be determined
by resolution, and as often in intermediate times as will be pro-
vided for in a4 subsequent article. Their terms of service shall
be determined by the respective Synods eleéting them.

2. Every Director, before he takes his seat as a member of
this Board, shall solemnly subscribe the following formula, viz
“Sincerely approving of the design of the Seminary of the
General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the
United States, as detailed in Art. 1. of its Constitution, and of
the provisions of the Constitution and the Statutes of said

Seminary, I do solemnly declare and promise, in the presence
of God and this Board, that I will faithfully endeavor to carry
into effect all the provisions of said Constitution and Statutes,
and thus promote the great design of said Seminary.”

3. The Board of Directors shall have the power to desig-
nate the nuinber of sessions and the time of opening and clos-
ing the Seminary year.

4. Twenty members of the Board shall constitute a quorum,
Provided always, that twelve of this number be ministers of the
gospel, and eight laymen. |

5. The Boatd shall annually choose, out of their own num-
ber, a President, Vice-President and Secretary, who shall al-
ways be re-eligible. In the absence of the President, the Vice=
President shall preside, and in his absence, the Board shall
elect a President pro tempore.

6. A special meeting of the Board shall be called by the
President, or, in case of his death or inability to act, by the
Vice-President, whenevet a written request for su¢h a meeting
is presented to him, signed by one clerical and one lay Director
for each synod in connection with the Seminaty. The mode
of calling a special meeting by the President or Vice-President,
when thus lawfully requested, shall be by a ¢ircular or a tele-
gram, addressed to each Directot, specifying the time of meet-
ing, and the business to be transacted. This notice shall be
sent at least fifteen days before the time of said meeting, and
no business can be transacted, except that specified in the
notice.

7. The Board of Directofs shall elect some suitable person
as the Treasurer of the Board, who shall be tequired to give
sufficient bond and security. The Treasurer shall receive all
moneys$ to be paid into the Treasury, and shall hold them and
his office subject to the exclusive direction of the Board. He
shall, in no case whatever, pay out any money, except, when
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ordered by a vote of the Board, and shall render to them at
every annual meeting a faithful statement of his account. In
case of the death or resignation of the Treasurer, or in his in-
ability to act, the President, or, in case of his inability, the
Vice-President, shall have power to appoint as Treasurer such
person as may be approved in writing by four Directors, two
of whom shall be laymen. Such person, having first given
good and sufficient security for the faithtul discharge of his
duties, shall act as Treasurer until the next regular or special
meeting of the Board.

‘8. Every meeting of the Board shall be opened and closed
with prayer. And at every stated meeting the Constitution
shall be read before the Board of Directors, if called for by a
majority, in order that theyv may distinctly keep in mind the
design of the institution, and the duties incumbent upon them

g. The Board shall inaugurate the Professors, and give di-
rection what exercises shall be performed on such occasions.
They shall prescribe the course of instruction to be pursued by
the Professors; and any Professor, wishing to introduce any
important change in his department of the course, shall first
submit it to the Board for their approbation.

10. The Board of Directors shall inspect the fidelity of the
Professors, as well with regard to the doctrines actually taught,
as to the manner of teaching them. If any just reasonbe given
them to suspect either the orthodoxy, or piety, or habitual dili-
gence, or capacity of a Professor, or his devotedness to the
Lutheran Church, it shall be their sacred duty to institute an
investigation at the next regular meeting ; or, if deemed neces-
sary by the officers, at a special meeting called agreeable to
Skc. 5. Notice of an impeachment of any Professor must be
served upon him by the Secretary, at least three weeks before
his trial.

11. It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to keep a

watch over the ¢onduct and interests of the students, to sedress
_their gfievances, to review and sanction or reverse the decis-
lons of the Faculty.

12. At every stated mecting of the General Synod, the
‘Board shall forward to said body in writing, a detailed and
faithful account of the state of the Seminary. The General
Synod may re¢commend to the Board any measures which they
deem conducive to the welfare of the institution ; and every
such recommendation shall be considered at the next Yegular
me_etiﬂg of the Board, and may be accepted or rejected as the
majority of the Directors present shall see fit.

13. If thete should, at any time, be a doubt with fegard to
an applicant for a seat in this Boatd, whether he is lawtully en-
titled to such according to the Constitation of this Seminary,
the membets present of the Board shall decide the point by
vote.

4. In their effoit to promote the grand designs of this
Seminary and, in short, in all their. official acts, the Directors
shall conform to the Censtitution of the Seminary, and the
statutes on which it was founded; and if at any time they should
act contrary thereto, er transcend the powers therein granted
them, the party deeming itself aggrieved may have redress by
appeal to the Judges of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania,
who, are hereby constituted and authorized to judge in such
cases, and a majority of whom may declare null and void any
de\cision of this Board from which an appeal is made to them,
an;d which, after mature deliberation, they believe to be con-
trary to the Constitution of the Seminary, or the Statutes on
-wvhich it is founded, and with which it must ever harmonize.

ARTICLE IIL
OF THE PROFESSORS.

Sec. 1. No person shall be eligible to the office of Pro-



fessor, who is not an ordained minister of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, of high repute for piety and talents.

2. Every Professor-elect of this institution shall, on the day
of his inauguration, publicly pronounce and subscribe the oath
of office required of the Directors, and also the following de-
claration: «I solemnly declare in the presence of God and the
Directors of this Seminary, that-I do ex animo believe the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the inspired
Word of God, and the only perfect rule of faith and practice.
I believe the Augsburg Confession and the Smaller Catechism
of Luther to be a correct exhibition of the fundamental doc-
trines of the Word of God, I declare that I approve of the
general principles of church government adopted by the Luth-
eran Church in this country, and I believe them to be consist-
ent with the Word of God. And I solemnly promise not to
teach anything, either directly or by insinuation, which shall
appear to me to contradict, or to be in any degree, more or less
remote, inconsistent with the doctrines or principles avowed in
this declaration. . On the contrary, I promise, by the aid of
God, to vindicate and inculcate these doctrines and principles,
in opposition to the views of Atheists, Deists, Jews, Socinians,
Unitarians, Arians, Universalists, Pelagians, Antinomians and
all errorists, while I remain a Professor in the Seminary.”

3. The preceding declaration shall be repeated by each Pro-
fessor at the expiration of every term of five years, in the pres-
ence of the Directors; and at any intermediate time, if required
to do so by a vote of the Board of Directors. And no man
shall be retained as Professor who shall refuse to make and re-
peat this declaration, in the manner and at the times above
specified.

4. The salary of the Professors shall be fixed by the Board,
and shall be equal to a comfortable support and provision for
a family.

5. Should any Professor wish to resign his office, he shall
give the Directors three months’ previous notice of his intention.

6. The Professors of the Seminary shall constitute a Fac-
ulty, of which each member shall have an equal vote, and of
which the Professor of Didactic and Polemic Divinity shall,
when present, be ex-gfficio Chairman. The Faculty shall con-
vene at the request of any of its members. They shall keep a
record of their proceedings, which shall be laid before the Di-
rectors at every meeting. ’

7. Ifa vacancy in a Professorship should occur by death,
or otherwise, the officers of the Board shall have authority to
make temporary provision for instruction.

8. The Faculty shall have power to determine the hours of
recitation, to examine and decide on all cases of discipline and
questions of order; to admit students; to determine rules of
decorum and duty, which rules shall be publicly read to the
students at the commencement of each session; to admonish
and dismiss any student who shall prove immoral, or disobe-
dient, or unsound in his religious views, or whom they shall
judge on any account a dangerous or unprofitable member of
the institution. - -

9. The student shall statedly worship, under the direction
ot the Faculty, with the Lutheran Church established in the
place in which the Seminary is located; and the Professors
shall preach according to arrangements determined among

themselves.
ARTICLE 1IV.

COURSE OF STUDY, EXAMINATION AND VACATIONS.

Sec 1. The regular course of instruction and study in the
Seminary shall embrace the following branches: Greek and
Hebrew Philology, Biblical Archzology, Biblical and Profane
History connected, Philosophy of the Mind, Evidences of Chris-
tianity, Biblical Criticism, Exegetical Theology, Systematic




Divinity, Ecclesiastical History, Polemtic Theology, Church
Government, Composition and Delivery of Sermons, and Pas:
toral Theology. ‘

2. The time requisite. for a complete course of study shall
be three years.

3. At the close of each session, there shall be a regular ex-
amination of all the €lasses on the studies of that session, con-
ducted by the Professors, int the presence of such Directors and
other literary gentlemen ds may be present. And at the close
of their course, the Seniot Class shall ifi like matiner be ex-

amined on all the studies of the whole dourse, The theses of

the Senior Class shall be asdigried them by the Faculty, three
months before the time when they are to be publicly defended.

4. Particulat attention shall be paid to the German lan-
guage, and the course of studies shall be regulated, that a
due portion of them mdy be pursied in the Gertian language
by all the students who wish.

ARTICLE V.
OF THE STUDENTS,

Sec. 1. This Seminary shall be open for the reception of
students of all Christian denominations, possessifig the qualifis
cations herein-after specified.

2. Every applicant for admission shall produce satisfactory
testimonials that he possesses good natural talents, is of pru-
dent and discreet deportntent, and in full communion with some
Evangelical Church; that he has passed through a regulaf
course of academical study, or, wanting this, hie shall submit to
@n examination of his preparatory attainments.

3. Every student before he takes his station in the Seminary
shall make and subscribe to the following declaration: «I de=
clare it fo be my serious intention to devote myself to the work
of the Gospel ministry ; and I solemnly promise that, so long
as I remain a member of the Theological Seminary, I will, in

veliante and divifie gtage, faithfully and diligently attend oa all
the instructions of this institution, and that I will conscientiouly
and vigilantly observe all the regulations of the Constitution
and By-Laws, and that { will pay due respect and obedieace
to the Professors, treat my fellow-students as brethten, and all
other men as becomes the Gospel of Christ.” '

4. Each student shall be considered a probationer during
the first six months, after his mateiculation. If after the lapse
of this time he shall have ptoved himself, in the opinion of the
Professors, unfit to proceed, they shall report the fact to the
Directors, who, if they are of the same opinion, shall dismiss
him from the Seminary. ‘

ARTICLE VI
OF THE LIBRARY.

Skc. 1. The acquisition of a select and comptehensive
Theological Library shall be comsideted as an object of the
highest importance to the Seminaty.

2. The Directors shall, therefore, from time to time make
such arrangewents as they may deem best €alculated to attain
the object in view§ and, as soon as the state of funds will ad-
mit it, they miake some appropriations for the purchase of the
most necessary works. '

3. A Libtarian may be appointed by the Professors fof
such times as they may think ptopet.

4. A suitable room shall be appointed for the Library ; and
shelves shall be etetted and divided into alcoves. If any Synod
or individual shall nearly ot entifely fill one of the compart-

‘ments, the name of the donor shall be¢onspicuously placed over it.

§. The Librarian shall keep a correct catalogue of all the
books belonging to the Library, and all the donors who have
made contributions to it.

6. No person shall have a right to borrow books exeept
the Professors and students of the Seminary.
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