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Dear members,

notes
President’s Message

In a recent board meeting a motion was passed to update our bylaws in
regards to a quorum in our board meetings. With four positions currently
vacant, some due to health reasons, there are fewer of us on the board of
directors and it can affect future decision making capability. All of us at the
board are rallying to assure the smooth operation of the PSNJ, but we need
you to step up and take responsibility as well. The positions are
Exhibition Co-chair, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary and
Assistant Webmaster. I urge you to read the positions description on page
10 and consider joining the board. The bylaws update will be distributed
to you and voted on in our April Members’ General Meeting.
Our organization is growing and maturing and a significant number of
members have attained Signature status. To further motivate and
challenge us all we are introducing a new membership level Distinguished Signature Member, and a new Juried Signature Show,
starting 2017. Read all about it on page 7.
Our newsletter is expanding. Our recent Best in Show award winner,
Jeanette Herskowitz, is featured in this issue. We would love to get to
know each other better and will be featuring our members on these pages,
initially alternating between first level award winners and our devoted
volunteers. We may expand on that later on. Read Jeanette’s interesting
story on page 3.
Lastly, we have decided to postpone our annual holiday party to next
winter. We are considering some changes and need more volunteers to
pull it off. Read more about it on page 5 and stay tuned.
Wishing us all a productive and creative year,
Michal Barkai, President
Pastel Society of New Jersey

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MARCH
Mayo Performing Arts Center



Pickup: 3/1/2016

Annual Party, postponed 2017
APRIL
11th Annual Members Exhibition
DATES: April 1-30, 2016
Pre-registration by March 11
RECEPTION:
Saturday, April 9, 3-5pm
PLACE: Livingston Gallery,
Livingston, NJ
4/10/16 General Meeting,
Sunday, 2-4pm
Madison Community House.
Demonstrator - Stephanie Cook
MAY
No Scheduled Events
JUNE
TBA Signature / Board Show
Gallery W
JULY
Thursday, July 21, 7-9 pm
Demo by Barbara Jaenicke ,
Madison Community House,
Madison, NJ
AUGUST
8/1/16 Membership Renewal

GREAT THINGS ARE
HAPPENING
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
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4/10/16 General Meeting, Sun., 2-4pm
Madison Community House.
Demonstrator - Stephanie Cook
At our April 10 meeting, we are honored to have
our own member, Stephanie Cook, demonstrate
how she approaches painting a still life.
Stephanie has been an artist for most of her life,
either teaching, observing, drawing, or
painting. Since retirement from her 27-year
stint teaching art in public schools, she has
devoted her time to painting in oils and pastels,
mostly from life, outdoors and in her
studio. Her goal is to capture the essence of a
subject, the light and beauty of a single
moment. For her still lifes, she gives a lot of
thought to her set-ups and spends time getting
the right composition for the objects. She loves
to draw, which she feels is essential to a good
painting.
In the seven years since her
retirement that she has concentrated on her
own work (as opposed to teaching youth), she
has exhibited and won awards in juried shows
of the Pastel Society of New Jersey, the
Connecticut Pastel Society, and the Ridgewood
Art Institute. She earned her Bachelor of Fine
Art at Boston University and has continued her
studies by attending workshops with
well-regarded
pastelists
and
other
artists. Stephanie says, “I believe that Art is a
gift to be shared. Perhaps I can help others
become more sensitive to what is around them,
something
that
might
otherwise
be
overlooked. If I can encourage another person
to stop, take a breath, enjoy a moment of beauty
and contemplation, I am satisfied.”

PSNJ Mission Statement
"The mission of the Pastel Society of New Jersey shall be to secure a membership of dedicated
pastel painters, to promote educational activities such as programs, demonstrations, and
workshops of pastel techniques to benefit the artistic and professional goals of its members, to
exhibit pastel paintings of professional quality, to increase and expand opportunities for pastel
artists in New Jersey, and to promote and educate the public interest in pastel painting."

This is your Newsletter, consider contributing.
WWW.PASTELSOCIETYNJ.ORG • WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PASTELSOCIETYNJ
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PSNJ Newsletter: Featured Award Winner:
Jeanette Hershkowitz
I have always considered myself an artist, but not necessarily a painter.
Drawing and anatomy were my focus for many years. Now, however, I work
in full color, both in pastel and oils, and do not prefer one over the other,
since they each have certain advantages and disadvantages. I choose
whichever is more practical in a given situation. I prefer to work from life,
but find that sometimes a photograph I’ve taken is a useful reference.

My inspiration comes directly from what I see, rather than from imagination. When something, from
nature or man-made, makes me say “Wow!” I know I have my subject. From that point, my entire
focus is on isolating what, specifically, made me have that reaction and what I need to do to transfer
it to my painting.

“Mrs. E”, Best in Show in the 2015 10th Annual Juried Exhibition, is
8.5” by 6.5” (unframed) on a toned Ampersand Pastelboard. It is a
portrait of a friend who would frequently relax into that position as
we talked. Eventually, I realized that, visually, she was the perfect
image of a strong, mature woman. That is the essence of what I
wanted the painting to communicate.

For the past several years, I have
also painted from life in oils at the
Art Students League of New York,
which has been a wonderful
BEST IN SHOW - 2015 Fall Juried
“Mrs. E” by Jeannette Hershkowitz
opportunity to sharpen my skills.
One of my most pressing goals, though, is to find more time to
work at home, which will also give me greater opportunity to work
with pastel. Artistically, my goal for this summer will be to bring
the knowledge I have gained from working with the figure to
working with landscapes. Generally, my artistic goal is to make
each painting stronger than the preceding one.
Continued on page 4
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PSNJ Newsletter: Featured Award Winner: Jeanette Hershkowitz - continued
I do not have a studio. My husband and I share a small room, which is
also his office. I have a drawing table and some shelves for storage.
When I am working on a painting, pastel or oil, I bring in a collapsible
full-size easel or a table easel and/or whatever small tables will fit into
the room to accommodate the pastels. At home, I tend to work small,
because the lack of space is a major problem. The natural light in the
room, however, is wonderful.

My materials are NuPastels (I block in my
pastel paintings with them and use them
extensively for life drawing), Rembrandt
pastels, Sennelier pastels and pastel pencils.
For my surfaces, I have used Canson paper,
Kitty Wallis paper, Ampersand Pastelbord, and I also make my own pastel
surfaces with pumice powder on archival museum board.
Although I do show work in several venues, I had never considered
entering juried art shows until late 2014, so I was pleased to find that my
work was well received, winning awards wherever it was submitted.
Next Newsletter will focus on a NPNJ volunteer

Sennelier Store in Paris, France.
The only place that sells the
large 4” Sennelier Pastel Sticks

I have a physical folder for printed prospectuses, and a hand
filled table listing essential information at a glance, to follow up on
coming deadlines.
In recent years I've been entering fewer exhibitions. Lately I also
started adding a task on my Outlook to remind me of important
deadlines. - Michal Barkai
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Spotlight On Award Winners – People’s Choice—Anita Galdstone
The reception for our 10th Anniversary Special Exhibition was held, after a 1-week delay due to the
recent blizzard, on Sunday, January 31 in The Art Upstairs Gallery of the Mayo Performing Arts Center
in Morristown. The exhibit features award-winning paintings from the 10 years of PSNJ exhibits. We
had a good turn-out for the reception and were happy to present 2 People's Choice Awards.
Approximately 50 ballots were cast from the start of the exhibit on January 21 through the early part
of the reception. The 1st Place award went to Paula Pearl for her painting "Tommy" and 2nd Place
went to Caroline Klein for "Frozen and Snowed Over". Congratulations to them and to all of our
award winners!

"Tommy"- Paula Pearl

"Frozen and Snowed Over"
- Caroline Klein

March Holiday Party Postponed until Next Year—Margret Cohen
The Board has many ideas for a holiday party and would like some input from members for NEXT
YEAR. In addition to the popular Small Works Exchange, we also thought of having a Paint-Around
and a books and materials exchange. In a Paint-Around, several (4 or 5) artists start a painting from
a photo and after 10 minutes, move to the next easel to work on another picture. Each artist ends
up at his/her original easel for the final 10 minutes. While they’re painting, the rest of us watch the
pictures unfold. It’s great fun. We will hold a silent auction for the completed composite paintings
to benefit PSNJ. Some of us have art books and art history books which we no longer want—or we
have too much of one material or another. We thought a books and materials exchange might be a
good way to benefit our members as well. If any of these ideas appeal to you and if you wish to
work on the actual event, please let a board member know so that we can put on a smashing good
party next season—date to be determined.
Contact mhcohen@optonline.net.
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Member News: Juried Shows and Awards
RITA AGRON
“Swedish Summer” awarded Best in Show at the Pascack Art Association Juried
Show at the Ridgewood Art Institute & President's Award of Excellence in the
Pastel Society of New Jersey Fall Juried Show.

“River View” received the Dick Blick Art Materials Award at the American Artists
Professional League Juried Show at the Salmagundi Club.
“Swedish Summer” by

Rita Agron

rd

“Montville Road” awarded 3 Place at the Millburn Short Hills Arts Center Juried Show at the Morris
County Library.
“Hillcrest Road” received an Honorable Mention at the West Essex Art Association Juried Show at Town
Square Gallery in Caldwell.
“Wall Art” received a Merit Award at the West Essex Art Association Members Show at Town Square
Gallery in Caldwell.
Rita was also accepted into Audubon Artists Juried Show at the Salmagundi Club, the Maryland Pastel
Society Juried Show at the Hill Center Gallery, Washington, DC, the Connecticut Pastel Society Juried
Show at the University of Connecticut and the Catharine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club Juried Show at the
National Arts Club.

Stephanie Cook
“Orchid Splendor” received the Pastel Society of America Award at the Ridgewood Art
Institute 36th Annual Regional Open Juried Show, January 31 - February 7, 2016.
“Orchid Splendor”

by Stephanine Cook

Linda Schwartz
Center for Contemporary Art 2016 Members' Juried
Exhibition at Gallery W, 35 Mill Street, Bernardsville,
NJ 07924. Exhibition Dates: Jan. 22nd- Feb. 27th, 2016

“Boating”
by Linda
Schwartz

"Driving" used as promotional picture

Sandra Wolf
Congratulations, for being juried into the Pastel Society of America as an Associate Member.
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The Livingston Gallery
40-42 South Livingston Ave. Livingston, NJ
Show Dates: April 1 – April 30, 2016
Registration: Pre-registration is required by March 11, 2016.
Receiving: Wednesday, March 30, 10am-11:30am
Reception: Saturday, April 9, 3pm-5pm
Pick-up: Saturday, April 30, 10am - 11:30am

Challenging Our Signature Members — Anita Gladstone, Exhibitions Chair
One of the ongoing goals and challenges of the PSNJ Board of Directors is to continually look for
activities and programs to benefit our members at all levels of skill and accomplishment as a
pastel artist. To that end, the Board is currently planning a couple of new challenges to put before
our talented group of Signature Members. Beginning in 2017, we have decided to amp up the
competition by every other year making our Annual Signature and Board Exhibit a juried
competition rather than the current open call. So, in 2017 it will be a juried exhibit offering awards
and the next year it would be an open invitational to all of our Signature and Board members, and
so on. The exhibition will be open to all current Signature Members with an option to enter 1-3
paintings (only 1 accepted per artist). Entries would be sent in digitally and be juried by a juror of
selection and a second juror of awards.
Which brings us to the second challenge. The Board is planning to institute a new membership
level beyond Signature status, that of Distinguished Signature Member (tentatively D-PSNJ). To
earn D-PSNJ status, a member would need to be accepted into the Bi-Annual Juried Signature
Member Exhibition 3 times, or in lieu of 1 acceptance 2 top level awards in either the Annual Open
Juried Exhibition or the Bi-Annual Signature Member Juried Exhibition, i.e. Best in Show, Award of
Excellence. A D-PSNJ Member would have an extended presence on the PSNJ website, a certificate
issued honoring this accomplishment and possibly being invited to serve as a juror of selection in
future shows.
We are excited to have these new challenges to put
before you, and would love to hear what you think.
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BONUS DEMO BY BARBARA JAENICKE
Thursday, July 21, from 7 to 9 pm,
Madison Community House.
Barbara Jaenicke, Master Pastelist, will conduct a demonstration of
her landscape painting on Thursday, July 21, from 7 to 9 pm, at the
Madison Community House. Primarily a landscape painter, Barbara
has recently moved from Atlanta to Bend, Oregon, where she is
enjoying the challenge of a new terrain to paint. Barbara holds
Signature memberships in the Pastel Society of America, Oil Painters
of America, and the American Impressionist Society. She is a member
of the International Association of Pastel Societies Master Circle and is
a popular workshop instructor throughout the U.S.
“Painting isn’t just a job or hobby for me. It’s a passion. Maybe even an
obsession. I try to paint feelings, moods and experiences rather than
“things.” To do this I need to push beyond the basic mechanics of
creating the work. No painting is ever easy to me. Each one challenges
me to create that magic that goes beyond just a painting of a thing.
That magic doesn’t always happen in every single painting, but it’s
those few instances when the painting ‘hits’ that make it worth going
through all the painful ‘misses.’”
If you wish to study more with Barbara, she will be conducting a three
-day workshop at the studio of Christina Debarry from July 22-24. For
more information about the workshop, please contact Christina
Debarry directly at Debarrystudio@gmail.com, or 973-525-2544.
More information about Barbara can be found on her website at
http://barbarajaenicke.com/
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Special Interest
Message from Kitty Wallis:
We are still working on finding a facility that will allow us to produce Wallis paper with the quality and
archival properties that you have all come to expect. In the meantime, we do have both sizes of pads
available in Warm Mist. Warm Mist is very similar to our Belgian Mist, but with a maroon oxide
undertone rather than the brown oxide undertone you're familiar with in the Belgian Mist.
Here's what we have available and the prices. Free shipping applies in the continental U.S.
12" x 18" Warm Mist Pad, 8 sheets, shipped in 3-packs
3 pads - $114, free shipping
9" x 12" Warm Mist sheets, shipped in 45 packs
(Equivalent to 10 pads + one extra sheet per pad)
45 sheets - $100, free shipping
Keep up with any updates, ask questions, or see what other
Wallis users and societies have to say by liking our Wallis
Facebook page at facebook.com/WallisArchival.
- Kitty Wallis 503 244 4724

Other Opportunities
1st Annual Bucks County Plein Air Festival , 6/6-6/11/2016
Application deadline: 3/23.
More details on http://www.juriedartservices.com/index.php?content=event_info&event_id=1075
The Central Pennsylvania Pastel Society ( www.centralpapastel.com) is sponsoring a workshop with
Desmond O'Hagan July 22-24, 2016, with a demonstration on Thursday evening, July 21, in State College,
PA. Desmond rarely travels to the east coast, so this is a unique opportunity. Seats are still available.
For additional information and registration forms, contact Judy Leasure leasure.judy@gmail.com
Monmouth County Plein Air Art Competition! (www.monmouthcountyparks.com, under the activity tabs
will be the Creative Arts and Music Festival) Paint on-site any landscape scene from Thompson Park,
Lincroft, NJ, in any medium during the Creative Arts and Music Festival. The adult competition will take
place on Sunday, May 1st 11am-4pm. All participants must bring all their own supplies.
To register for the competition, come the day of with a blank canvas to be marked at the registration
booth between the times of 11 am- 1 pm. Canvases must be marked and returned to the registration
booth at 4 pm promptly in order to be considered for judging. Winners will be chosen by judge and
esteemed New Jersey plein air painter, Anthony Migliaccio at 4:30 pm the day of the festival. A reward for
a $50 gift certificate to Colorest Art Supply, Red Bank NJ, will be given upon announcement of winners.
contact Katie Stone at (732)842-4000 ext 4333 or kstone@monmouthcountyparks.com.
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Open Board Positions
There are currently four open board positions that need to be
filled. The Board continues to function and manage the
business of the organization, but even with a full board, there
is plenty of work to go around. We are currently in need of a
Recording Secretary, an Exhibitions Co-Chair, a
Corresponding Secretary and an Assistant Webmaster.
Exhibitions Co-Chair: The duties include assisting the
Second V.P./Exhibitions Chair and assuming the duties of the
Second V.P. in the case of his or her absence.
Recording Secretary: The duties would include keeping
records of the board and general meetings, i.e. take and
record minutes, maintain and periodically review the Bylaws
and chair the Nominating Committee.
Corresponding Secretary: The duties include general
correspondence necessary for the transaction of PSNJ
business and picking up and distributing incoming mail.
Assistant Webmaster: The duties would include assisting
the Webmaster in keeping the PSNJ website and Facebook
page current.
Please consider lending your time and talent to work with a
group of dedicated, hard-working people to promote pastels
in NJ and beyond.
Please contact President, Michal Barkai, if you
can volunteer or have questions.

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
PRESIDENT
Michal Barkai
mbarkai1@comcast.net
973.994.7449
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT/
MEMBERSHIP
Carol Clemens
PSNJMembership@optimum.net
973.256.2545
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT/ EXHIBITIONS
Anita Gladstone, PSNJ
agladstone123@gmail.com
973.564.6451
Exhibitions Co-Chair
Unfilled *
RECORDING SECRETARY
Unfilled *
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Unfilled *
TREASURER
Dana Abel
dana.abel@gmail.com
201.444.8652
PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Margaret Cohen
mhcohen@optonline.net
732.549.5568
PUBLICITY COORDINATOR
Urmi Battu
urmibattu@hotmail.com
973.533.4433
NEWSLETTER
Catherine Love, PSNJ
newsletter@pastelsocietynj.org
732.768.5192
WEBMASTER
Beth Varkala, PSNJ
bcvarkala@gmail.com
973-726-9701
Assistant Webmaster
Unfilled *

2013 PSNJ Demo
by Enrique Flores

2015 IAPS Mastering the Evocative Portrait
by William A Schneider, PSA-M, IAPS MC

10

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE CHAIR
Rita Feeney
feeneyfamily@verizon.net
973.483.6511
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Next PSNJ Newsletter: June 2016.
Member Submission Deadline: May 10, 2016.
Advertisement Deadline: May 1, 2016.
Please, submit text & photos electronically to
Catherine Love, Editor
newsletter@pastelsocietynj.org
2013 PSNJ Demo by Anne Kullaf

The PSNJ is now accepting paid advertisement for pastel related workshops, events, materials and
services. Please see sizes, prices, and technical specifications below."
The monies would be handled by the treasurer in coordination
with the newsletter editor. The rates would be $10 for 1/8 page,
business card or classified; $20 for ¼ page; $35 for ½ page; and
$60 for a full page.

TREASURER
Dana Abel
dana.abel@gmail.com
201.444.8652

Unit Sizes
Available

NEWSLETTER
Catherine Love, PSNJ
newsletter@pastelsocietynj.org
732.768.5192

Width

Depth

Cost

1/8 Page
Horizontal

3.875

2.375

$10.00

1/4 Page

3.875

5

$20.00

1/2 Page
Vertical

3.875

10.125

$35.00

1/2 Page
Horizontal

7.875

5

$35.00

Black type must be set at 100% Black.
Page resolution is set at minimum of 300 dpi.
All ads and images must be set accordingly.

Full Page

7.875

10.125

$60.00

(If resolution is lower, images and ads are more
likely to look pixelated.)

Full Page Bleed

8.875

11.375 + .25”
around






Preferred file format: “Press Quality” JPG
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