
part·ner·ship
[PAHRT-NER-SHIP]

A partnership is an 
arrangement where parties 
agree to cooperate to 
advance their mutual 
interests.
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Why Become a Partner 
at New Life?*
One of the most counter-cultural things you can do is become 
an engaged member of a faithful local church. In our flighty 
and noncommittal age, neither non-Christians nor Christians 
are naturally inclined to find a place to put down roots and 
make longstanding, objective commitments for the good of 
others. We want to keep our options open and, above all, 
preserve our own freedom of choice, rather than make a 
covenant for the long haul and embrace a framework for real 
life with all its ups and downs.

But what if you went against the grain and became part of the solution 
to the modern problem of being so noncommittal? What if you joined 
the rebellion, and pledged your loyalty and engagement to a gospel-
centered local church?

Whether you call it “membership,” “partnership,” or something else, 
the New Testament assumes some form of committed, accountable 
belonging as a reality for every true follower of Jesus. Each Christian has 
a definite place of local belonging. “In the New Testament,” John Piper 
observes, “to be excluded from the local church was to be excluded 
from Christ.”

SIX REASONS TO PUT DOWN ROOTS

Here, then, are six reasons, among many, to go against the noncommittal 
grain, put down roots, join New Life Community Church, and be as 
involved as possible in the life of it.

*Taken and adapted from David Mathis, “Why Join a Church?” and 
Kevin DeYoung, “6 Reasons Why Church Membership Matters.”
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1. In joining New Life Community Church you make visible your 
commitment to Christ and His people

Partnership is one way to raise the flag of faith. You state before 
God and others that you are part of this local body of believers. 
It’s easy to talk in glowing terms about the invisible church - the 
body of all believers near and far, living and dead - but it’s in the 
visible church that God expects you to live out your faith. The New 
Testament knows no Christians floating around in “just me and 
Jesus” land. Believers belong to churches.

2. Making a commitment makes a powerful statement in a low-
commitment culture

We live in a consumer culture where everything is tailored to meet 
our needs and satisfy our preferences. When those needs aren’t 
met, we can always move on to the next product, or job, or spouse. 
Joining a church in such an environment makes a counter-cultural 
statement. It says “I am committed to this group of people and they 
are committed to me. I am here to give, more than get.”

It’s not just about being cared for, it is about committing to 
something the way you would in a dating relationship. Partnership 
is about making a decision and sticking with it.

3. We can be overly independent

In the West, it’s one of the best and worst things about us. We 
are free spirits and critical thinkers. We get an idea and run with 
it. But who’s running with us? And are any of us running in the 
same direction? Partnership states in a formal way, “I am part of 
something bigger than myself. I am not just one of four hundred 
individuals. I am part of a body.”

4. Church partnership keeps us accountable and encourages your 
perseverance

When we join a church we are offering ourselves to one another to 
be encouraged, rebuked, corrected, and served. We are letting the 
pastors and other members of New Life know that we intend to be 
committed in attendance, giving, prayer, and service. We are 
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placing ourselves under leaders and submitting to their authority 
(Hebrews 13:7). We are saying, “I am here to stay. I want to help 
you grow in godliness. Will you help me to do the same?”

In a good church covenant, we yoke ourselves to accountability 
while we’re in our right minds, in case someday sin gets a foothold 
in our hearts and blinds us to the truth. Church discipline is hard, 
but so good. The purpose is always restoration, and God often 
has been pleased to use this difficult means to pour out His grace 
(James 5:19–20).

5. Joining New Life will help your pastors, elders, staff and life group 
facilitators to be more faithful shepherds

This helps bring clarity to the leadership about who is in their 
“lot,” who is “in their charge” (1 Peter 5:3), who in particular are 
they called to serve and shepherd, and to whom they should 
“pay careful attention” (Acts 20:28). It is for your own good to be 
intentionally thought of and cared for by the leadership.

In other words, formally joining New Life helps the church 
leadership fulfill their ministry. How are they to shepherd the flock 
if they don’t know who is in the flock and who is not?

It is difficult, if not impossible, to respect and esteem your leaders 
(1 Thessalonians 5:12–13), and honor them (1 Timothy 5:17), and 
obey and submit to them (Hebrews 13:17) without identifying 
yourself to them and submitting to the partnership structure that 
allows them to know and care best for those in their charge.

6. For the good of non-Christians

Another good reason for joining a church is the good of those who 
are not there yet—even those who don’t yet know Jesus. Because 
we reach out and show Christ better as part of a committed, stable 
community (John 13:35). Someone who is grounded, has a home 
and is part of a church community is prepared to draw others into 
the kingdom. The whole community serves to put Christ on display.

This happens in committed, long-standing, life-together relation-
ships in this time-tested arrangement called “the local church.”
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The Story of New Life 
Community Church
EVERYONE HAS A STORY, THIS IS OURS. WHAT IS YOURS?

New Life Community Church is part of The Reformed Church 
of America (RCA). It’s the oldest Protestant denomination with 
a continuous ministry in the United States. The Reformed 
Church takes its name from the great Protestant Reformation 
of the 16th century when the church became “Reformed 
according to the Word of God.” Its history can be traced to 
the Netherlands in the seventeenth century, to Germany 
and Switzerland during the Protestant Reformation, to the 
Roman Empire, and beyond. Ultimately, it’s rooted in the Old 
Testament—God’s ancient covenant with the Hebrew people.

Its North America beginnings go back to a worship service 
in 1628 in a room above a grist mill in what is now New York 
City. Today the RCA spans two countries, the United States 
and Canada, and includes about 1,000 churches and 170,000 
confessing members— people of diverse ethnicities and 
cultures, growing and worshiping God together.

PHASE 1—Artesia Reformed Church, 1932-1955,  
161 members: language in Dutch

PHASE 2—Artesia Reformed Church, 1955-1970, 
became English speaking

PHASE 3—New Life Community Church, 1971 (a new 
name), 1972 (a new location) and a season of renewed 
vision as we responded to Jesus Christ to reach our 
community
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Our Logo
Logos are important because they form an identity. Logos tell a story. 
With our logo, we are able to reach into the rich history of New Life and 
this geographical area to help us move forward into the future. It reminds 
us to celebrate our past while we move forward. Put simply, we want to 
rediscover our past so that we can build for the future.

We believe the New Life logo does just that. This icon stands for the rich 
heritage of Artesia, Cerritos and beyond. It represents the natural and 
important agriculture that was the main reason why people came to this 
area in the first place. Artesia is full of artesian wells (hence the name 
Artesia). This natural abundance of water is represented in the historic 
water tower near 186th and Pioneer Blvd. This is unique to this particular 
area. Cerritos and Artesia have a unique history and New Life has always 
had a pivotal impact in this area.

With this rich history, this area has also seen new life–it is now one of 
the most diverse areas in the US. God is not done with this local area. 
He wants to bring new life to it just like He did with the inception of this 
community. In the Scriptures, water and rivers represent new life, healing, 
abundance and prosperity. The name of our church, combined with this 
local iconic symbol, provides a powerful depiction of New Life continuing 
to partner with God to bring new life to such a historic area with all of its 
rich history. The principles are the same (becoming a community church 
and doing whatever it takes to reach our current culture) but the new 
life that it will bring and how we bring it will look different than how its 
been done in the past. This historic agricultural area is certainly a part of 
our story, and while remembering the past, we lean into the future with 
excitement as God continues to use us as a church to bring His New 
Life to, in and for our cities. In short, our logo–with its representation of 
a local historical landmark with a modern portrayal–symbolizes both the 
past and the future of not only our church, but also this area in which we 
play an important part.

We want to mention just one more thing that speaks powerfully to the 
meaning behind our logo and what we embrace here at New Life. If 
you notice at the top of the water tower, it looks like there is an arrow 
pointing directly up. All of the new life–this renewal and rebirth–of this 
area will only come from God above. It is from God alone–through us 
as a church equipped with His Holy Spirit–that our cities will experience 
new life and a flooding of renewal for the glory of God and the good of 
humans.
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Why We Do What We Do
OUR MISSION

The mission of New Life is to join in God’s work 
on earth by making disciples and equipping 
them to be obedient Christ-followers.

OUR VISION

We see a growing number of Christ-followers 
creating communities marked by reconciliation, 
peace, justice, and hope.

THE BIG THREE

As a faith community, we are focusing our 
attention on the following three areas. We call 
them The Big Three.

LIFE GROUPS—Life Groups are about intentionally 
‘learning, loving, and living’ in the context of authentic, 
tight-knit community (most of your care comes from 
your life group).

MISSIONAL—Discovering everyday opportunities to 
impact your friends, neighborhood, workplace and 
world with the transforming reality of Jesus.

HOMELIFE—Becoming intentional to grow an everyday 
faith, one home at a time.
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New Life’s 
Governance Model
Governing Board: four 
Elders, two Deacons, 
and the Lead Pastor

ELDER ROLES 
All Elders must meet 
Biblical qualifications 
given to us in the 
New Testament. With 
each Elder’s spiritual 
giftedness, they tend to 
have a primary area of 
ministry effectiveness. 
The Board approves 
the annual budget as 
well as oversees the 
Lead Pastor who in 
turn, oversees all staff, 
daily decisions and 
operating functions 
of New Life. The 
Board asks the 
congregation 
for nominees 
and then 
the Board 
interviews and 
makes the final decision, 
and then presents the 
final decision(s) to the 
congregation.

Volunteers

Ministering 
Elders

Ministering 
Deacons

Governing 
Board

Lead 
Pastor

Staff
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1. The Bible (both Old and New Testaments) as originally written 
is inspired by God and is therefore completely trustworthy. The 
Bible is the final authority on all matters to which it speaks.

2. There is one God–creator and sustainer of all things, holy, 
perfectly loving, righteous, merciful and just–who exists forever 
in perfect community as three persons (the Trinity): Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit.

3. God uniquely created human beings, male and female, in His own 
image and designed them for relationship with Him and with each 
other. They are to share in God’s governance over the earth as 
co-stewards with Him.

4. In union with Adam and Eve and their fall into Satan’s temptation, 
humans are sinners by nature and choice, and are alienated from 
God and under His judgment.

5. Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man, one person in two natures 
(the second person of the Trinity). Jesus was conceived through 
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life, 
performed miracles, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose 
bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father and will personally and physically return 
in power and glory.

Statement of Faith
New Life Community Church holds to the essential historic orthodox 
Christian beliefs as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene 
Creed, as well as the Evangelical Statement of Faith. Furthermore, as 
part of the Reformed Church in America, our tradition stems from the 
Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of Dort and 
the Belhar Confession. While majoring in the majors, we leave room for 
disagreement in secondary matters that are not essential for salvation.

For more information on our Reformed Creeds and Confessions,  
visit rca.org/rca-basics/creeds-and-confessions
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6. Jesus’ death on the cross is the perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for 
our sins. His sacrificial death and victorious resurrection are the 
only grounds for salvation. Salvation from our sinful condition is a 
free gift from God to us. It is not something we earn or deserve. It 
is offered in grace and received by faith in Jesus Christ alone.

7. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity. He makes 
people aware of their need for Jesus Christ. He also indwells and 
empowers believers to become more like Jesus and carry on His 
mission and work on the earth by giving spiritual gifts to everyone.

8. The Church is the community of followers of Jesus from all races 
and nations. The church is not a building, nor a program. Jesus 
is the head of the Church, and we are members of His body. The 
Church exists to proclaim and demonstrate the good news of 
Jesus to the world in our everyday activities.

9. Jesus gave the Church two sacraments: baptism and communion. 
Sacraments are a physical and tangible sign of the truth of the 
gospel. Though they are not the means of salvation, they do help 
sustain and nourish believers.

10. There will be a bodily resurrection of all the dead: of the believer 
to everlasting life to dwell with the Lord in the new heaven and 
new earth, and of the unbeliever to judgment and everlasting 
separation from God.
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What’s Your Story? 
MY PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

When I was  I found myself 

 

Since I’ve surrendered my life to Jesus, I am now 

 

In the future I hope to 

 

WHEN I WAS...

What kind of life were you living when Christ found you?

 

 

What happened to you? What circumstances surrounded  
your experience?

 

 

What has happened since? What has changed since you have Christ as 
your Lord and Savior?

 

 

12



FOR ALL MY LIFE...

All my life I thought 

 

 

Then this happened, or I realized 

 

 

I then gave my life to Jesus, and asked him to 

 

 

CHURCH PERSON...

I am here today because:

☐ I have always been part of the church and active. Somewhere 
along the path I realized that Jesus was inviting me to so much 
more in practically living out my faith.

☐ A different reason:  
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What do you need 
to believe in or do in 
order to partner with  
New Life Community 
Church?

BE A CHRISTIAN. Are you someone 
who credibly professes their faith in Jesus?

BE BAPTIZED. Have you been baptized? 
(Age does not matter.)

PARTICIPATE. Partnership requires 
sharing your time, talent and treasure.

CONFESS the same faith as New Life 
and actively live as a Christian together 
with New Life. A partner should be able 
to affirm New Life’s statement of faith, 
mission, vision and values.

SUBMIT to the leadership of the church.
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As a Partner of New Life 
Community Church
The following will be asked of you in front of the church.

1. Do you accept God’s grace fulfilled in Jesus Christ, 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament as the only way to eternal life?

2. Do you promise to accept the spiritual guidance of 
New Life, obeying its doctrines and its teaching, 
and to walk in the spirit of Christian love with 
the congregation by not perpetrating gossip or 
dissension, there seeking the things that make for 
unity, purity and peace?

3. Do you promise to pray for yourself and others, 
seeking God’s guidance as together we seek to 
grow in knowledge and understanding of living out 
the Christian faith, as we are intentional to be New 
Life for the City, and as together we take steps to 
become missional in all we say and do?

4. Understanding that the Christian life is a journey, 
do you promise, to the best of your ability, to live 
out your life in Christ by active participation in 
the life of the Church as demonstrated by faithful 
attendance to worship, and the offering of time, 
talent and treasure to the glory of God?
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18800 NORWALK BLVD. 
ARTESIA, CA 90701 

(562) 924-4466 
WWW.NL-CC.ORG 
INFO@NL-CC.ORG


