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THE BMA PRESENTS ANNIVERSARY EXHIBITION OF GIFTS FROM
PRINT, DRAWING & PHOTOGRAPH SOCIETY

A Golden Anniversary: Celebrating 50 Years of the Print, Drawing & Photograph Society
will include works on paper by Joan Miré, Donald Judd, and Vija Celmins

BALTIMORE, MD (August 1, 2018)—The Baltimore Museum of Art
celebrates the 50th anniversary of its oldest collectors’ friends group,

the Print, Drawing & Photograph Society (PDPS), with an exhibition
highlighting a selection of works that PDPS has helped the BMA acquire
over the years. A Golden Anniversary: Celebrating 50 Years of the Print,
Drawing & Photograph Society will be organized in two six-month
presentations from August 29, 2018 to October 6, 2019. Each installation
will include 20-30 prints, drawings, and artists’ books dating from the late
19th century through present day.

The crown jewel of the group’s celebration is the newest gift to the museum’s collection: Joan Mird’s Plate 6 from the
“Black and Red Series.” Other notable artworks in the first rotation include Otto Dix’s lllusion Act (1922), Vija Celmins’s
Concentric Bearings, C (1983), Donald Judd’s Untitled (1988), and Armand Séguin’s The Billowing Trees (1893).

“The Baltimore Museum of Art is fortunate to have such a dedicated group of enthusiasts for the museum’s renowned
collection of works on paper,” said BMA Dorothy Wagner Wallis Director Christopher Bedford. “I have no doubt their long-
standing support is one of the reasons why the BMA holds an extraordinary 65,000 prints, drawings, and photographs
dating from the 15th century to the present day.”

PDPS was first established in 1968 as the Baltimore Print Club, an independent organization with the objective to “further
the understanding and appreciation of the various media of graphic arts,” and to support the BMA by enhancing public
interest in these media. The club changed its name to The Print and Drawing Society and was absorbed into the BMA in
1974. This offered members further educational opportunities, including lectures by renowned scholars and artists,
curator-led tours of the BMA, and visits to art collections and museums across the region. In 2005, the club invited the
members of the recently disbanded Friends of Photography group to join PDPS, and officially changed its name to the
Print, Drawing & Photograph Society.

Many works in the exhibition were acquired with funds raised through the Baltimore Contemporary Print Fair, which PDPS
has hosted since 1990. Named the city’s “Best Art Sale” by Baltimore Magazine, this event has brought numerous art
dealers from across the country to Baltimore, with the proceeds supporting contemporary acquisitions for the BMA’s
collection of works on paper. Over the past half-century, PDPS has helped acquire more than 325 works in the BMA’s
collection and has supported special exhibitions, such as Toulouse-Lautrec: Master of the Moulin Rouge in 2004. Today, the
BMA's collection of works on paper comprises roughly 65,000 objects, considered to be one of the most significant
holdings in the country.

This exhibition is curated by Senior Curator of Prints, Drawings & Photographs Rena Hoisington and Curatorial Assistant
Morgan Dowty. This exhibition is generously funded by the Print, Drawing & Photograph Society.


mailto:abrown@artbma.org
mailto:spedroni@artbma.org

A Golden Anniversary/news release
Page 2 of 2

THE BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART

Founded in 1914, The Baltimore Museum of Art is a major cultural destination recognized for engaging diverse audiences
through dynamic exhibitions and innovative educational and community outreach programs. The BMA’s internationally
renowned collection of 95,000 objects encompasses more than 1,000 works by Henri Matisse anchored by the famed Cone
Collection of modern art, as well as one of the nation’s finest holdings of prints, drawings, and photographs. The galleries
showcase an exceptional collection of art from Africa; important works by established and emerging contemporary artists;
outstanding European and American paintings, sculpture, and decorative arts; significant artworks from China; ancient
Antioch mosaics; and exquisite textiles from around the world. The 210,000-square-foot museum is also distinguished by a
grand historic building designed in the 1920s by renowned American architect John Russell Pope and two beautifully
landscaped gardens featuring an array of 20th-century sculpture. The BMA is located in Charles Village, three miles north
of the Inner Harbor, and is adjacent to the main campus of Johns Hopkins University. General admission to the BMA is free
so that everyone can enjoy the power of art.

VISITOR INFORMATION

General admission to the BMA is free. Special exhibitions may be ticketed. The BMA is open Wednesday through Sunday from
10:00 a.m. —5:00 p.m. The museum is closed Monday, Tuesday, New Year’s Day, July 4, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. The
BMA is located at 10 Art Museum Drive, three miles north of Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. For general museum information, call
443-573-1700 or visit artbma.org.
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Image: Joan Mird, Plate 6 from the "Black and Red Series," 1938. The Baltimore Museum of Art: Purchased as the gift of the
Print, Drawing & Photograph Society in Celebration of its 50th Anniversary. BMA 2017.41. © Successio Mird / Artists Rights
Society (ARS), New York / ADAGP, Paris
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