
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

BMA RECEIVES $3 MILLION GIFT FROM PATRICIA AND MARK JOSEPH  
TO SUPPORT NEW EDUCATION CENTER 

Patricia and Mark Joseph Education Center will serve thousands of schoolchildren  
and adults with new facility and innovative programs 

BALTIMORE, MD (October 20, 2015)—BMA Board of Trustees Chair Clair Zamoiski Segal announced today that 

The Baltimore Museum of Art (BMA) has received an extraordinary $3 million gift from Patricia and Mark Joseph 

to support the museum’s new 5,500-square-foot education center. This is one of the largest individual gifts the 

museum has ever received. 

The Patricia and Mark Joseph Education Center is a new area of the BMA that connects visitors with art, 

creativity, and community. The $4.5 million, 5,500-square-foot center, opening on Sunday, October 25, 

continues the BMA’s long tradition of pioneering art education that began in 1929 when it started one of the 

country’s first museum education departments. It also concludes the BMA’s multi-year renovation to provide 

more imaginative experiences with the artworks in the galleries and improve visitor amenities and infrastructure.  

“Pat and I are delighted to support this ground-breaking education program at the BMA,” said Mark Joseph.  

“We have been involved in education in Baltimore for decades, and we firmly believe that the new Joseph 

Education Center will engage and strengthen our community through imaginative programming and meaningful 

outreach.” 

The Joseph’s gift includes $1.5 million to support the construction and installation of the Joseph Education 

Center and $1.5 million to create the Patricia and Mark Joseph Education Center Endowment to support 

programs offered in conjunction with the center. The Joseph Education Center includes a thematic exhibition 

gallery that draws together works from across the collection, a commons that highlights the voices and creativity 

of the Baltimore community, a studio for hands-on art making for all ages, a new docent room for the museum’s 

dedicated gallery teachers, and a renovated school group entrance and orientation foyer for the thousands of 

schoolchildren who visit the BMA each year.  

“We are truly honored to receive this extraordinarily generous gift from Pat and Mark Joseph,” said Clair 

Zamoiski Segal.  “This transformative gift not only supports the development of the actual spaces in the Joseph 

Center, but also ensures that financial resources will be available to activate the center year after year through  

a wide range of programming designed to attract audiences of all ages.” 

Patricia and Mark Joseph have been major donors to the BMA for more than two decades. Patricia has served  

on the Board of Trustees for nine years and is currently on committees for education, finance, and the search  

for the new director. She previously served on the board’s Executive Committee and was a museum docent for  

10 years.  
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Mark is founding chairman of The Shelter Group, which began developing multi-family housing in 1975.  Prior to 

founding Shelter, Mr. Joseph was a member of the Community Legal Services law reform unit, serving as co-

counsel in the U.S. Supreme Court case nullifying residence requirements for public assistance. He also chaired 

the Executive Committee of Gallagher, Evelius & Jones, LLP and taught at the University of Maryland Law School. 

His leadership in Baltimore City includes serving as Deputy Housing Commissioner and its Development 

Coordinator, heading the Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners, and chairing the board of Baltimore's 

Public Health Hospital. He is also a founder and lead donor of the Baltimore School for the Arts and has served 

on the boards of the Greater Baltimore Committee, Walters Art Museum, Associated Jewish Charities, and 

Board of Visitors of The University of Maryland Law School. Mr. Joseph graduated from Brown University and 

the Harvard Law School.  He authored the law creating the Maryland Community Development Administration. 

Patricia Joseph is the current chair of the Shelter Foundation. Prior to her retirement, she was a faculty member, 

a division chair, and a dean at Stevenson University. She also served as special assistant to the Provost at UMBC 

and later was a member of the university’s Board of Visitors. She is immediate past chair of the Board of 

Overseers of the Baltimore School for the Arts, where she remains active as a board member, and was Chair of 

the Search Committee for the school’s new director. She is the past co-chair of the Baltimore Women’s Giving 

Circle and is a trustee of the Baltimore Community Foundation. She is also a member of the Steering Committee 

of the Art Seminar Group and a member of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra’s Women’s Leadership Council 

Steering Committee.  

 
THE BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART  

The Baltimore Museum of Art is home to an internationally renowned collection of 19th-century, modern, and 
contemporary art. Founded in 1914 with a single painting, the BMA today has 95,000 works of art—including the 
largest holding of works by Henri Matisse in the world. Throughout the museum, visitors will find an outstanding 
selection of American and European painting, sculpture, and decorative arts; prints and drawings from the 15th 
century to the present; works by established and emerging contemporary artists; and exceptional objects from 
Africa and Asia. Two beautifully landscaped gardens display an array of 20th-century sculpture that is an oasis in 
the city. The 210,000-square-foot museum is distinguished by a grand historic building designed in the 1920s by 
renowned American architect John Russell Pope. A $28 million multi-year renovation that began in 2010 has 
transformed galleries for contemporary, American, African, and Asian art, and improved visitor amenities and 
essential infrastructure. Since 2006, the BMA has provided free general admission so that everyone can enjoy the 
power of art. 

VISITOR INFORMATION 
The Baltimore Museum of Art is open Wednesday through Friday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday,  
11 a.m. – 6 p.m. The museum is closed Monday, Tuesday, New Year’s Day, July 4, Thanksgiving, and 
Christmas.  The BMA is located at 10 Art Museum Drive at North Charles and 31st Streets, three miles north of 
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. For general Museum information, call 443-573-1700 or visit artbma.org.   
  
Connect with us:  #ARTBMA • Blog • Facebook • Twitter • Instagram • YouTube 
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