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Inscrutable, unorthodox and perhaps above all, 
prescient, the reluctant comic and high-con-
cept prankster Andy Kaufman — a professed 
health freak who died of lung cancer at 35 in 
1984 — is a cult folk hero to many. From his 
wanton embrace of inter-gender wrestling to 
the Latka character he parlayed from stand-up 
routines to the network sitcom “Taxi,” his work 
blurred reality and performance just as much 
as it muddied the line between entertainment 
and art. So it should come as no surprise that 
galleries and museums every so often pay their 
respects to, and/or attempt to cash in on, his 
legacy.
Through Feb. 16, the West Village gallery Mac-
carone (itself an entity not easily boxed in) pres-
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ents “On Creating Reality, by Andy Kaufman,” an exhibition of ephemera culled from all corners of the artist’s life: personal 
letters, business correspondence, scripts, props, records, hate mail, his unfinished novel. This accumulation is offered as 
a portrait of Kaufman, organized with the participation of loved ones and associates including his girlfriend Lynn Marguiles, 
his co-conspirator Bob Zmuda and the lounge lizard Tony Clifton. During all hours of the show, one of these three or other 
assorted confidantes is present in the gallery, availed to visitors for unscripted reflection on the subject at hand.

The key proponent of the project, however, is Jonathan Berger, an artist equally active as a curator, who is frequently 
drawn to legends of the underground. Inspired by the jumbled format of the variety show — the vehicle for many of 
Kaufman’s most memorable performances — Berger’s intention is to muddle his own role in the making of the exhibition. 
This ostensibly begins with “artist,” but inevitably snakes around to director, producer, archivist and every other type chip-
ping away on the annals of culture. Conservatively, it’s a complex role reversal, but if we’ve learned anything from Kaufman 
it’s just being real.

“On Creating Reality, by Andy Kaufman” in on view through Feb. 16 at Maccarone, 630 Greenwich Street, New York.


