
You don’t immediately think of Jeffrey Deitch and Larry Gagosian as collaborators.

Indeed, the two were historically competitors, dealers who represented some of the same artists at different points in their 
careers.

But these art world heavyweights — both protégés of the dealer Leo Castelli — have known each other for years and de-
cided for the first time to collaborate. The result is an ambitious exhibition on figurative painting and sculpture in Miami in 
December.

“Larry and I have wanted to do a project together for some time,” Mr. Deitch said. “Everything came together.”

The show, “Unrealism,” opens on Dec. 1 in a 20,000-square-foot space in the Moore Building in the Miami Design District 
and will remain through the week of Art Basel Miami Beach (Dec. 3 through 6). Craig Robins, the developer who spear-
headed the district, offered Mr. Gagosian the space, and Mr. Gagosian said he thought of Mr. Deitch.

“He’s one of the most imaginative, innovative curators out there,” he said. “My gallery represents a lot of figurative artists. I 
think it’s a very important part of what’s going on now.”

Mr. Deitch had long wanted to explore the subject in a show, but said he never had the chance as the director of the Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles. When he returned to New York, he was struck by the work of emerging figurative 
painters — many of them women — like Ella Kruglyanskaya, Jamian Juliano-Villani and Tala Madani.

“The new energy in figuration inspired me to take this on and include artists from earlier generations, from the ’80s and ’90s, 
who continue to be doing exciting work today,” Mr. Deitch said. “People have made figurative painting since the beginning 
of all art — it goes back to the cave painting — but every generation redefines it.”

The more established artists in the show include John Currin, Urs Fischer, Elizabeth Peyton and David Salle.

How to explain the resurgence of figurative art? “The audience and artists are seeking a humanistic connection in art,” said 
Mr. Deitch, who is now back in his old Grand Street gallery. “There’s a need for that because a lot of the art that is prominent 
now is very oriented towards inside-art issues.”

A version of this article appears in print on October 16, 2015, on page C24 of the New York edition with the headline: 

Ambitious Collaboration in Miami Beach.
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