2018 Senior Farmer’s Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP)
Frequently Asked Questions

How does the program work?

Answer: If older adults meet the eligibility requirements they simply complete and
submit a 2018 application. Applications are available from local senior centers, the
Area Office on Aging and/or on our agency website
(www.areaofficeonaging.com). Applications are processed on a first-come, first-
served basis. Eligible older adults will receive 10 - $5 coupons valid until October
31, 2018. These coupons may be used at participating farm stands and markets to
purchase locally grown, fresh fruits, fresh vegetables, herbs and honey.

Please note: A waiting list may occur. Once funding has been expended, then an

individual will be notified he/she has been placed on a waiting list.

What are the eligibility requirements?
Answer: In order to participate, the individual must meet each of the following
requirements:
a. Be 60 years of age or older by June 1, 2018
b. Be aresident of Defiance, Erie, Fulton, Henry, Lucas, Ottawa, Paulding,
Sandusky, Seneca, Williams, or Wood County, or the city of Fostoria.
c. Have an annual income of:
i. $0-$22,459 if you live alone
ii. $0-$30,451 for a household of two

What if the older adult will turn 60 after June 1, 2018?
Answer: The older adult must be 60 years of age at the time of application. If
his/her birthday occurs between June 1 and October 31, then he/she may

complete and submit an application on his/her birthday.

What if the individual is less than 60 years of age, but disabled?
Answer: We are sorry; to be eligible, individuals must be 60 years of age at the

time of application.
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What if the individual lives with others and the household income is more than
185% Poverty Level, but the individual receives $22,459 or less from Social Security.

Is the individual eligible?

Answer: We are sorry; the income eligibility levels are based upon the income of
the enfire household. If the combined household income is more than 185%

Poverty Level, the individual is not eligible.

What counts as income?

Answer: Income may include, but is not limited to, the following: wage or salary
income; interest, dividends, or net rental or royalty income or income from estates
and trusts; Social Security or Railroad Retirement Income; Supplemental Security
Income (SSI); alimony; public assistance; retirement, survivor, or disability pensions;

and dll otherincome.

What if there are more than 2 people in the household?

Answer: The allowable income increases $7,992 for each additional person.

What if the older adult is homebound or too frail to redeem their coupons?
Answer: The older adult may designate someone to shop for him/her at the farm
market or stand. This person is called a proxy. To designate a proxy, older adults
should complete the proxy information on the front of the application. Then, the
older adult and the proxy must both sign the application. If the older adult does
not want to designate a proxy, he/she does not need to complete that section of

the application.

Where can older adults use the coupons?
Answer: A list of farm markets and stands will be included with the coupons in the

mail. The listis also posted on our website, www.areaofficeonaging.com.

How will the coupons be mailed?

Answer: By the time most produce is available, coupons will be sent by first class

mail fo the address listed on the application.
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