
VIDEO MESSAGE FOR SPANISH-SPEAKING IMMIGRANTS 

FROM ARCHBISHOP HEBDA AND BISHOP COZZENS 

12/12/16 

A (Archbishop):  Allow me to extend a special greeting and warm welcome to our Spanish-speaking 

brothers and sisters.  I’m Archbishop Bernard Hebda.  Joining me for this special message is Auxiliary 

Bishop Andrew Cozzens.   

B: (Bishop Cozzens): Since the November elections, many of you have expressed concern about possible 

changes in immigration policies and practices.  These possible changes are only speculation at this point, 

yet they have caused fear and uncertainty about work situations and even anxiety over deportation.  We 

reaffirm what Archbishop Jose Gomez of Los Angeles said: “We want immigrants to know the Church is 

with them, offers prayers on their behalf, and is actively monitoring developments at the diocesan, 

state, and national levels to be an effective advocate on their behalf.” 

C: (Archbishop):  We want our immigrant brothers and sisters to know that - we will not abandon 

you.  As our brothers and sisters, we will seek to protect you and do what we can to prevent unjust 

deportation.  Jesus Christ clearly tells us in the scriptures that we are to serve our brothers and sisters 

and protect the most vulnerable among us.  We will do our best to be faithful to His command in 

Matthew’s Gospel to welcome the stranger in need. 

B: (Bishop Cozzens): What is needed right now is trust in our Lord’s protection and His guidance for 

leadership in the Church, our state, and in our nation’s capital.  We also need to pray for our political 

leaders – that they may consider the needs of all people.  And we need to work for immigration reform 

that respects families by trying to keep them intact and protects life by offering refuge to those who 

have escaped danger.  We need to let our political leaders know that we support a just reform of our 

immigration system that provides a path for people to live a life of dignity in this country.   

A: (Archbishop Hebda): Thank you for being such a vital part of the life of this local Church. On this Feast 

of Our Lady of Guadalupe, we ask our Mother’s intercession to guide us and to give us hope.       

Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for us!   

 


