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The 16 Orientations of 
Awakening 

 
Hello to all of you and welcome to this this lecture. I always like the 
opportunity to be able to provide people with an opportunity to attend these 
lectures and have a chance to hear what's going on. This is a subject that is of 
deep interest to me. It is a subject that I have been discussing and 
elaborating on for the last year, the 16 Orientations of Awakening. It's an 
interesting thing about the nature of our history, the nature of what we are. 
 
I rather like that drawing, it's a rather cute one. Yes, I know, I'm very sorry that 
my voice is low. Today my sound system crashed, and I am using a backup. 
So, if you go down to the very bottom of the page, and you push up the 
microphone lever, you'll be able to get a better quality sound. I'm sorry for the 
inconvenience, but what to do? Okay, I'll just talk louder. I guess if I talked 
louder, you'll hear me. I feel like I'm at a live classroom. 
 
Seven Centered Beings  
 
When we're looking at this particular image, I bring up this image because it 
really has to do with so much of the dilemmas that we have. It's just one of 
those dilemmas. It arises out of our seven centered history, that is, what we 
understand as the development of civilization, what we understand as our 
historical background in the context of the way in which those beings, the 
seven centered beings, were designed. 
 
As seven centered beings, they had an evolutionary responsibility—if I can put 
it that way—to begin the process of developing cognition. The development 
of cognition starts off with a certain vanity as its thrust and ends up, as I will 
discuss, with the possibility that is inherent in us.  
 
Lao Tzu  
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I use this illustration of Lao Tzu and the seven centered being because he 
was, perhaps, the most profound exponent of the loss of order with the 
development of mind. No one understood better right from the beginning 
that the way in which the laws of nature operated, the way in which the 
natural world operated, was being turned upside down by the development 
of mind.  
 
That development of mind, the rudimentary beginnings of our cognitive 
process, was rooted in something very basic. That is, as with all species, it's 
rooted in their methodology for survival augmented by a self-reflected 
consciousness. This self-reflected consciousness was able to develop strategic 
ways in which to enhance its position on this plane.  
 
In fact, if we go back far enough, before recorded history, most human beings 
assumed that they were in the hands of the gods. Most human beings 
assumed that when they spoke, they were actually speaking for the gods. It 
seemed like everything was in the hands of the forces. So much of that is just 
a matter of ignorance, after all. It's a matter of taking a long time in terms of 


