
Principles to Guide Decision-Making on Surrogacy 
 

We believe that compassion and thoughtfulness are necessary to respond biblically to people who are 

considering surrogacy as a solution to infertility, and we understand why some would consider such morally 

complex measures to satisfy their unfulfilled desires to have a child; however, we would encourage people to 

consider other responses to their infertility first. 

  

Surrogacy is a complex issue that raises a number of ethical and moral questions, many of which are not 

directly addressed in Scripture.  For people who are considering surrogacy, we would refer them to the 

document on this website, How To Make Ethical Decisions In A Complex World, which provides a helpful 

framework for processing these types of issues. 

 

Recognizing that two people could use that framework and yet arrive at very different conclusions, we suggest 

the following “matrix” as an additional resource for pastoral counselling and spiritual direction in giving 

guidance to couples or individuals wishing to pursue surrogacy. 

 

SEEKING A CHILD THROUGH SURROGACY SEEKING TO BE A SURROGATE 

Surrogate provides 

womb only 

Surrogate provides 

egg and womb 

You provide 

womb only 

You provide 

egg and womb 

What is your motivation? 

What ongoing 

relationship will the child 

have with the biological 

mom? 

Have you fully 

considered the medical 

risks/ responsibilities? 

What is the ongoing 

relationship you expect to 

have with your biological 

child? 

How many fertilized 

eggs? 

Have you considered the 

emotional implications of 

raising a child that is not 

biologically ‘yours’? 

How will you deal with 

potential guilt if baby is 

not healthy? 

Have you considered the 

emotional implications of 

not raising a child that is 

biologically ‘yours’? 

What is your relationship 

to the surrogate? 

What if the biological 

mom’s involvement/ 

expectations change? 

What if this affects your 

future fertility? 
 

How many resources 

have you already tried? 
 

How will you process the 

emotional trauma of no 

success? 

 

What is/would be the 

response of your 

family/community? 

 

Have you considered the 

bonding that naturally 

occurs between birth-

mom and baby after 9 

months? 

 

Are you aware of what 

happens to unused 

fertilizations? 

 
How do you see yourself 

detaching? 
 

Are you prepared for the 

possibility of multiple 

births? 

 

How does this impact 

your family/husband/ 

children? 

 

What will you do if it 

doesn’t ‘work’? 
 

Do you or the couple 

expect ongoing 

involvement/ relationship 

to exist after birth? 

 

In all scenarios, are you committed to utilize the aid of counseling? 


