Generosity Methodist style
In the very beginnings of the Methodist movement, the weekly cell groups were encouraged
to take a collection among the participants to help the poor. This was the earliest form of
collective action taken by Methodists. This collection was outside what we might normally
consider our “tithe” — that portion of our resources which we are encouraged by scripture to
give toward the needs of our local fellowship of believers.

Giving Streams

expanding kingdom influence together

John Wesley was concerned that Methodists actually enter into the lives of those with
whom they were sharing their resources. For example, aid to the poor was to be personally
delivered by members rather than collected and delivered by a third party. Wesley felt
the distance between the wealthy and poor in English society was too great. He urged the
wealthy to physically take their help to those in need, thereby aiding their understanding of the
issues affecting the poor.
It is for this reason that we encourage local church “hands-on” engagement with the
needs of our communities: economically, socially and spiritually. It is also why we encourage
the local church to have “hands-on” involvement in global ministries — we need that personal
connection with Free Methodist brothers and sisters around the world.

CHURCH DEVELOPMENT
GLOBAL MINISTRIES
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QUEBEC MINISTRIES
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Giving Streams
expanding kingdom influence together

Working together ...
Acting on our connection value, Free Methodist
Churches in Canada – together – support a
number of ministry areas that maximize our
impact beyond our local churches.
Each church, at the local level, decides
what contributions will be made and into which
Giving Stream(s) those funds will be directed.
Our generosity takes shape in these “together”
ministries which allow our influence to expand
throughout Canada and beyond.
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How it works ...

Impacting communities locally and globally

G

iving Streams is our collective method of gathering and sharing resources for projects
initiated by The Free Methodist Church in Canada. We have used this method since 1995.
But we also recognize that there is a growing enthusiasm emerging for local church-based projects
that are birthed and supported at the local level, until they are self-sustaining. This is in harmony with our conviction
that everything begins with a healthy local church.
It seems appropriate that we continue to encourage participation in Giving Streams as a mechanism for
collective fund-raising to support Church Development and Global Ministries projects and to raise funds for
Leadership Development scholarships as well as Quebec Minstries. Many individuals in local churches will also
continue to support needy children globally through International Childcare Ministries.
At the same time, we also want to respond proactively to local church-based trends by promoting an
empowering and accountable environment where healthy, missional, local churches form networks of support
and are coached to initiate (and support) individual projects “in Canada and beyond” under the auspices of The
Free Methodist Church in Canada.

Church Development

Leadership Development

Positioning ourselves as a movement to anticipate the next
waves of the Holy Spirit is not an exact science – but we are
seeing some exciting things happen. We continue to work
within our mandate to see healthy churches within the reach
of all people in Canada and beyond.

Seeking to invest resources strategically and mature those who
desire to grow as part of our national church mission is one of
our priorities.

We are developing new healthy churches
in communities across Canada

A large part of our success happened when we moved
away from an old model of church planting which involved
targeting areas and then
looking for workers to fill the
need. Recognizing that
God is at work within our
faith community – giving
individuals and groups
dreams and burdens for
their neighbourhoods – has
been a positive step towards planting healthy churches.
Coming alongside church plant teams in our movement who
are burdened with a desire to see their cities and communities
transformed by Christ is what this Giving Stream is all about.
Donations to this Giving Stream make it possible for church
plants, across the country, to pay staff salaries, rent meeting
space, and carry on day-to-day operations. vibrant Christian
witness.

We are developing gifted and passionate
Christian leaders for ministry

Over the years faithful
visionaries have set aside
special education funds,
providing scholarships for
emerging leaders. The
Leadership Scholarship Plan
makes grants available to students who are pursuing ministry
with The Free Methodist Church in Canada. All new students
receiving scholarship funds must be recommended for
Ministerial Candidacy by their local church board. Each year
dozens of students receive scholarships to study at a number
of approved ministry training institutions across the country.
Recently, because of the economic downturn, funding
for scholarships has been significantly reduced providing
students with only a portion of the original subsidy.
Our continued commitment to this Giving Stream
will ensure that up-and-coming
leaders will be well equipped
for ministry.

We are involved in touching the world
Our churches across the country are engaged in global
ministries through a whole variety of means. Some churches
are involved hands-on in long-term commitments to develop
new church plants in
unreached parts of the
world. Other churches are
joined together to fund
global ministry through this
Giving Stream. Through
the Global Ministries
Giving Stream we enable
international missionaries
to faithfully point people of
other cultures to the healing and transforming work of Jesus
Christ, as well as encourage the development of healthy
Christian communities and disciple mature Christian leaders.
Our priorities for the use of these funds are based upon:

Quebec Ministries

We are making a difference in the
province of Quebec.
With over six million people within its borders, Quebec ranks last
– having the lowest percentage of evangelicals – calculated
at only 0.5% of the Francophone population. This figure is so
low that Outreach Canada, a Canadian church-planting and
church-growth ministry, has labeled French Québec as “the
most unreached people group in North America.”
Through your donations to this Giving Stream we have been
able to fund our Ministry Development Facilitator for Quebec,
who has focused on developing leaders and nurturing new
church plants through providing resources, training programs,
and mentoring.

Building Indigenous Leaders: Our collective resources
contribute to the training and development of Christian
leaders in countries in West and East Africa, South and
Southeast Asia, and Latin America. Unreached People Groups:
As we work together, we are helping to share a Christian
witness among people groups with little or no access to the
story of Jesus in Asia and West Africa. Global Stewardship:
Resources, which have been gathered from local churches,
are being shared with hurting people through the ministries of
Free Methodist churches in East Africa and South Asia.

Our determined focus
has been rewarded as The
Free Methodist Church in
Canada has experienced
exponential growth in
Quebec – more than any
other place in Canada.
In 2006 there were only four French speaking Free Methodist
churches in Quebec; today we currently have nine at different
stages of growth.

By donating to this Giving Stream you join local churches
and Canadian missionaries, who through these ministry
priorities, are vitally involved in helping us reach beyond our
own borders to touch the world.

There are many challenges in making the gospel relevant
in this society and the job is far from done! The people of
Quebec need to be a priority for vibrant Christian witness.

All the believers were one in heart and
mind. No one claimed that any of
his possessions was his own, but they
shared everything they had. Acts 4:32
The disciples, each according to his
ability, decided to provide help for the
brothers living in Judea. Acts 11:29

This service that you perform is not
only supplying the needs of God’s
people but is also overflowing in many
expressions of thanks to God. Because
of the service by which you have
proved yourselves, men will praise God
for the obedience that accompanies
your confession of the gospel of Christ,
and for your generosity in sharing with
them and with everyone else.
1 Corinthians 9:12-13

Our desire is not that others might be
relieved while you are hard pressed,
but that there might be equality. At
the present time your plenty will supply
what they need, so that in turn their
plenty will supply what you need. Then
there will be equality…
1 Corinthians 8:13-14

