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MODULE FOUR - Exploring God’s Mission

Exploring God’s Mission

To follow Jesus as one of his disciples is going to involve joining him in the mission, or assignment, that 
he was carrying out. In John 20:21 Jesus said, “as the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” Th ere is a sense 
of continuing a task that was given to Jesus, and is now given to us, as his followers. 

Th ere are several images in the gospels that help us understand what this ‘mission’ looks like. John 1:14 
speaks of Jesus as the Word (i.e. God) who became human and took up residence with human beings. 
Th is image suggests that Jesus had to set aside some of his own identity to enter into the world of us 
humans. Th at is, following Jesus will likely involve entering into the lives of those who still need to hear 
the good news of life in Jesus.

Another impression we gather from reading through the life of Jesus in the gospels is his constant 
movement. Moving from one village to the next, connecting with one person aft er another, one 
household to another. Th e gospels read like a kind of ‘road trip.” Jesus sent his disciples to villages that 
he himself could not get to. For those early disciples, becoming a follower of Jesus involved ‘going out’ of 
their own comfort zones to people and neighbourhoods where God’s wholeness had not yet come.

John Wesley, the chief architect of the Methodist movement, connected this sense of mission with 
our own development as Jesus-followers. Wesley suggested that our continuing growth as grace-fi lled 
believers is related to how we conduct our inner and outer lives. 

We have explored the disciplines and practices that focus on our inner lives – reading/studying Scripture 
and prayer, corporate worship, Christian community, generosity and the sacraments of baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper (Wesley called these the “works of piety”). Now, we want to explore disciplines and 
practices that focus on our outer lives – aiding the poor, disenfranchised, immigrants, educationally-
challenged, telling the good news found in Jesus, helping others fi nd wholeness and restoration (what 
Wesley called “works of mercy”).

Sometimes Christians have overemphasized one or another of these orientations (inner vs outer). Wesley 
would encourage Jesus-followers to think more wholistically; both are necessary for ongoing growth and 
development. 
 
Scripture suggests that Jesus-followers will serve agents of change in our families, communities and the 
wider world. Th is discussion module explores God’s intention for healing and wholeness in our world, 
and the role of Christians and the Church in living out the Jesus story in our own neighbourhoods as 
well as beyond.
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Session one: Shalom – God’s Mission to Heal the World

Getting to Know One Another
• If you were going to plan a new garden for your yard, and you wanted someone to help you, who would you 

choose and why?

Theme introduction
Shalom is an ancient Hebrew word meaning: to be safe (in mind, body or estate); [“Are you well? Shalom?] to be 
complete or to make complete; by implication, to be friendly; to reciprocate, to make amends, to make good, to 
be at peace, or peaceable; to prosper or to make prosperous; to make restitution, or to restore.

What would ‘shalom’ look like if this was characteristic of your neighbourhood?

     TEXT
Luke 4:14-22
Th is passage is oft en referred to as “Jesus’ Manifesto,” where he communicates the substance of the 
assignment given to him by Holy Spirit. He connects his mission with this quotation from the book 
of Isaiah – that his present work is really the fulfi llment of what God has been working toward all 
along.
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Discovery Questions

• What jumps out to you as we read through this passage?

• What statements encourage or challenge you?

• What questions do you have about what you have read?

• Can you describe what these kinds of actions might look like today?

• How would Jesus respond to the need to heal someone today?



   TEXT
Romans 8:18-25
Th e Apostle Paul speaks of creation itself as aff ected by human self-interest – sin that produces bondage 
and decay. In fact creation seems to be ‘waiting’ for the same kind of liberation that has been experienced 
by human beings who have been adopted as ‘children of God.’

Discovery Questions

What jumps out to you as we read through this passage?

What statements encourage or challenge you?

What questions do you have about what you have read?

What does it mean that “we have the fi rstfruits of the Spirit?” 

What is the relationship between the children of God, God’s ‘frustrated’ creation, and our liberation/freedom?

Wrapping Up
Can you summarize what you think God is thinking/planning/intending in these two passages?

Theme verse
2 Corinthians 5:17 & 18
Th erefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: Th e old has gone, the new is here! All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:

Prayer
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Session two: Incarnation – Living the Jesus Story

Getting to Know One Another
• If you could be any animal, which would you be and why?
• What type of museum do you most like to visit?

Theme introduction
Incarnation which literally means embodied in fl esh, refers to the conception and birth of a sentient creature 
(generally a human) who is the material manifestation of an entity or force whose original nature is immaterial. A 
concrete or actual form of a quality or concept; especially : a person showing a trait or typical character to a marked 
degree <she is the incarnation of goodness>

If Christians are to be an ‘incarnation’ of Jesus – ‘be Jesus to our neighbours’ – how is that going to look in practical 
terms?

  TEXT
John 17:13-19
In his prayer for his disciples, just before his death, Jesus states that he has sent his disciples
into the world, just as he himself was sent by the Father.

Discovery Questions

• What jumps out to you as we read through this passage?

• What statements encourage or challenge you?

• What questions do you have about what you have read?
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  TEXT
I Peter 3:8-17
Th e Apostle Peter writes a letter of encouragement to Christian believers who are being 
persecuted for their faith. He suggests that the way they live is the clearest indication 
that they have made Jesus their Lord, not Caesar.

Discovery Questions

• What jumps out to you as we read through this passage?

• What statements encourage or challenge you?

• What questions do you have about what you have read?

• What are some of the outcomes of ‘doing good’ in this passage?

Wrapping Up
What does it mean “always be prepared to give a reason”
If we believe this passage is from God, what will we do diff erently this week?

Meditation text
2 Corinthians 5:17 & 18
Th erefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: Th e old has gone, the new is here! All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:

Prayer
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Session three: Evangelism – Telling the Jesus Story

Getting to Know One Another
• Do you care more about pleasing people or speaking the truth?  Explain your answer.
• When was the last time you referred a friend to a particular movie, book, or store?

Theme introduction
When was the last time you “tested” a fruit, vegetable or bread at the grocery story? Why do we do that? 

     TEXT 
1 John 1:1-4
Th e Apostle John speaks of Jesus as the “Word of life.” Th is “Word” took on 
human form – they heard him, they saw him, they touched him.

Discovery Questions

• What jumps out to you as we read through this passage?

• Why does John emphasize the way he experienced “the Word?”  What does that tell us about John, about 

Jesus, about his audience?

• How does this connect with John’s desire to proclaim?

• What’s the purpose of “proclaiming?”
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     TEXT 
Romans 10:8-17
Paul makes a connection between belief, public confession of “Jesus is Lord” 
and salvation. Somehow proclaiming or declaring the truth about Jesus is 
integral to our own restoration and healing.

Discovery Questions

• What does it mean to confess “Jesus is Lord?” (In Roman times all citizens of the empire                                        

were to declare --  “Caesar is Lord”)

• What is the purpose of the series of questions in verses 14-17?

• What is the connection between telling, hearing, understanding and believing?

Wrapping Up
We don’t say “Caesar is Lord” these days, but what are some phrases like that, that we do say?
How can we speak or declare the good news about Jesus into the life of a particular family member or friend 
this week?

Meditation text
2 Corinthians 5:17 & 18
Th erefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: Th e old has gone, the new is here! All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:

Prayer
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Session four: Diakonia – Serving as Jesus Served 

Getting to Know One Another
• What’s something you intended to do today, but didn’t? 
• What gets in the way of our intentions?

Theme introduction
Are you a doer or a thinker? Are you more likely to act without thinking or think without acting? 
Give an example.

What’s the connection between living your life for God and whether you have food and clothing?

     TEXT 
James 2:14-26
James is making a clear point here about the connection between faith and works. 
Th at ‘good, obedient, actions’ are an expected outcome of living faith.

Discovery Questions

• Pretend the scene in verses 15-17 happened in your church this Sunday. Role play how “faith without 

works” diff ers from “faith with works.” What is the underlying problem here? What about “works without 

faith?”

• What’s the point of the illustrations about Abraham and Rahab?

• How does Paul’s argument in Romans 3:28 diff er from James point in 2:24? What kind of faith is each 

criticizing?

• If you were arrested for being a Christian, what evidence would be used to prove the point? 

MODULE FOUR - Exploring God’s Mission



[10]

     TEXT 
Matt 25:31-46
Jesus is speaking to his disciples, just before his death, about what the Kingdom 
of God will be like. Here he provides some criteria for who will enter the 
kingdom and who will experience punishment or judgment – the deciding 
factor, in this passage, is the kind of actions we take toward “the least of these.”

Discovery Questions

• List the six actions Jesus will use as the basis of judgment? What kind of acts are these? For whom are they 

done now? For whom ultimately? How do they benefi t the doer? 

• Have you ever been in a position like this, and someone reached out to you? Can you identify a time when 

you reached out to someone like this?

Wrapping Up
In these six areas where do you fi nd yourself serving most naturally? Where do you have the most trouble?

Meditation text
2 Corinthians 5:17 & 18
Th erefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: Th e old has gone, the new is here! All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:

Prayer
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Session five: Good News for all the World 

Getting to Know One Another
• Who would you want to write the biography of your life? 
• Why that person? 
• What does that person know you that you’d like us to know? 

Theme introduction
When you were growing up, who were the people you were told not to associate with?

     TEXT 
Acts 1:1-11
Aft er his resurrection and just before he returns to the presence of God, 
Jesus gives some last instruction to his disciples.

Discovery Questions

• What do the disciples think will happen when they are baptized with the Holy Spirit?

• How does their idea of the kingdom diff er from Jesus’? (v7-8)

• How do you understand v8?

• Where is your Jerusalem; where are you called to be a witness?

• What help is the Holy Spirit going to give you?

     TEXT 
John 4:1-26
In this story Jesus meets at a well with a woman from Samaria. Jesus’ 
conversation with her is gently guided toward spiritual concerns.
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Discovery Questions

• Why do you think Jesus risked his reputation to speak with this woman?

• How would you describe the woman’s response?

• Can we outline the basic elements of this conversation?

Wrapping Up
How does the shape of this conversation help us with our own faith conversations?

Meditation text
2 Corinthians 5:17 & 18
Th erefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: Th e old has gone, the new is here! All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:

Prayer
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