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MODULE THREE - Exploring Christian Community

Exploring Christian Community

When New Testament writers chose to use the Greek word ekklesia to describe Christian faith 
communities they chose a word already in common usage. It referred to various types of voluntary 
associations, or “called-out” groups, i.e., groups with specifi c requirements for participation as well as 
organizational goals and objectives. Today Christians call this kind of community – church.

Christian writer, Stanley Grenz, put it this way: 
“Church” emerges whenever the Holy Spirit brings believers in any location to join together under 
Christ to be a people in relationship. It emerges whenever a group of Christ’s disciples pledge 
themselves to be a “called-out” people. “Church” exists whenever believers join together with 
the purpose of walking with one another as God’s people, under Christ’s authority, and by the 
empowerment of the Spirit.

For the early Christians, following Jesus involved both personal faith in Jesus and public confession of 
that faith -- they were intertwined (Romans 10:9,10). Personal faith in Jesus provides entry into the 
spiritual family, the Body of Christ. Early believers automatically moved on to publicly declare that 
faith through water baptism. Water baptism was taken to be a requirement for entry into the public 
communities of Christian believers – ekklesia, or churches. A public declaration that “I am a Jesus-
follower.”

Christians throughout the centuries have thought of this declaration and identifi cation as sealing a kind 
of “covenant” (or mutual agreement) with like-minded, “like-committed,” people in a specifi c location 
to walk together as Jesus’ disciples. Th is declaration and identifi cation marks the public meshing of 
our personal story with the story of God’s people, as well as that of a specifi c, local embodiment of that 
people.

In Acts 6:1-6 the challenge of leading a community of Christian believers came to be more than the 
apostles, or designated spiritual leaders, could manage. Th ey asked the community to choose from 
amongst themselves those who would be welcomed to take on ministry responsibilities – like overseeing 
the distribution of food to widows, and other administrative assignments. A simple but specifi c 
qualifi cation was set – they must be “known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.” Th en the community 
gathered around them while the spiritual leaders laid hands of special consecration upon them.

As the number of Christian believers grew and faith communities multiplied throughout the Middle 
East and the Mediterranean basin, other organizational forms were developed. Th ey oft en diff ered from 
city to city depending on contextually appropriate leadership practices. It appears clear, however, that 
there were diff ering levels of responsibility within those communities, and basic qualifi cations were 
required.

In this discussion module we want to explore what Christian community looked like in its earliest forms, 
how they understood the purpose and objectives of Christian community, and discover principles and 
practices that are relevant for our present times.
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Session one: Early Christian Community

Getting to Know One Another
• Describe an activity or a practice that you do regularly (daily/weekly) that you can’t imagine living without.
• What motivates you to be regular or disciplined with this activity?

Theme introduction
Can you identify a group of people, a sports team, a business or organization that you really admire? What is it about 
this group that you appreciate?

     TEXTS: The first Christian communities
Th ese texts describe the ways in which the fi rst Christian communities began to live in 
relationship to one another and how they organized their collective life. Th is was a response to 
what they had observed in the life of Jesus and their own changing, transforming lives as a result 
of Jesus’ ongoing presence in their lives through the Holy Spirit.

Acts 2:42-47 ( Jerusalem)

Acts 11:19-30 (Antioch)
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Discovery Questions

• What jumps out at you as we read through these passages?

• What statements encourage or challenge you?

• What questions do you have about what you have read?

• What does this passage teach us about God?

• What does this passage teach us about ourselves?

• If we believe this passage is from God, what will we do diff erently this week?

Wrapping Up
How is our church fellowship like or unlike the communities described here? 

Meditation text
Hebrews 10:24, 25
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.

Prayer
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Session two: Images of Christian Community

Getting to Know One Another
• Th ink about your grandparents. What do you know about how they lived their lives when they were your age?
• Can you identify several things that might be similar and several things that are not?

Theme introduction
From where did your ancestors emigrate? What do you think motivated them to want to become citizens of Canada? 
How does your citizenship in Canada impact how you live every day?

     TEXTS: Describing Christian community
Th e following passages of Scripture give us word pictures or images that attempt to describe 
various ways in which Christian community should function. We fi nd the image of a family or 
a household; we fi nd the image of a body in which all the parts work together for a common 
purpose; we fi nd the image of citizenship, a holy nation of God’s people.

Ephesians 2:14-22

1 Corinthians 12:12-31

1 Peter 2:9, 10
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Discovery Questions

• What jumps out at you as we read through these passages?

• What statements encourage or challenge you?

• What questions do you have about what you have read?What does this passage teach us about God?

• What does this passage teach us about ourselves?

• If we believe this passage is from God, what will we do diff erently this week?

Wrapping Up
In what ways do you feel our Christian community refl ects these three images? Where do we still have work to do?

Meditation text
Hebrews 10:24, 25
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.

Prayer
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Session three: Agenda for Christian community

Getting to Know One Another
• If you were stranded on a deserted island, which three people would you most want to have join you, and why?

Theme introduction
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34, 35

Why is love the best evidence that they are Jesus’ followers?

     TEXT:   A different manner of living
As followers of Jesus we are automatically adopted into the family of God; we take on a new 
kind of citizenship. Th e life of this family is also conducted in ways with which we may not be 
familiar. Th e Apostle Paul used the Greek word allelon to describe this ‘one another’ manner of 
living. Love one another, forgive one another, humility, patience – these texts suggest that we are 
being asked to live together in a new way, to put on a new clothing ensemble. 

Romans 12:9-16

Colossians 3:12-17

Discovery Questions

• What jumps out at you as we read through these passages?

• What statements encourage or challenge you?

• What questions do you have about what you have read?

• What does this passage teach us about God?

• What does this passage teach us about ourselves?

• If we believe this passage is from God, what will we do diff erently this week?
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Wrapping Up
What do you think is the relationship between the attitudinal and behavioural expectations and the place of 
Scripture, singing and prayer? 

Meditation text
Hebrews 10:24, 25
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.

Prayer
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Session four: Christian community as agent of the Good News

Getting to Know One Another
• What was your secret hiding place, when you were a kid? 
• What did you think about there? 
• What did you read about? 
• What did you imagine?

Theme introduction
“Th e church is the single, multi-ethnic family promised by the creator God to Abraham. It was brought into being 
through Israel’s Messiah, Jesus; it was energized by God’s Spirit; and it was called to bring the transformative news of 
God’s rescuing justice to the whole creation.” N T Wright

According to this quote, what is the purpose of Christian community? Do you agree or disagree?

     TEXTS: God’s intention for Christian community

In these passages the Apostle Paul gives us a glimpse into God’s desire that Christian community 
should function in such a manner that God’s wisdom is understood by all, and that the way we 
live our lives, together, will be a recommendation to all people of this brand new life in Jesus.

Galatians 6:1-10

Ephesians 3:6-13

Titus 3:1-8
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Discovery Questions

• What jumps out at you as we read through these passages?

• What statements encourage or challenge you?

• What questions do you have about what you have read?

• What does this passage teach us about God?

• What does this passage teach us about ourselves?

• If we believe this passage is from God, what will we do diff erently this week?

Wrapping Up
On a scale of 1 to 10 how do you feel our Christian community is at “devoting ourselves to doing whatever is good 
for all people?”

Meditation text
Hebrews 10:24, 25
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.

Prayer
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Session five: Organizing Christian community 

Getting to Know One Another
• Which responsibility at home or work would you gladly give up? 
• Which would you never want to give up?
• If a friend was introducing you to her boss/her parents, which of your credentials would your friend mention?

Theme introduction
If you were tasked with nominating a person for a leadership role, would you look more at character qualities or task 
abilities?

     TEXTS: The place of Christian leadership

From one perspective, Christian communities are spiritual, organic groupings brought together 
by God the Holy Spirit; from another, they are a collection of ordinary human beings with 
diff erent backgrounds and experiences. Read these texts to understand how early Christian 
communities began to fi gure out how to bring these two realities together.

Acts 6:1-7

Acts 14:21-25; 

Titus 1:5-9

MODULE THREE - Exploring Christian Community

COMMUNITY: 

A PLACE

TO GROW

I BELIEVE IN 
COMMUNITY!

COMMUNITY

ORGANIC 
COMMUNITIES

I AM PART OF 
A COMMUNITY

A LOVING
A COMMUNITY
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Discovery Questions

• What jumps out at you as we read through these passages?

• What statements encourage or challenge you?

• What questions do you have about what you have read?

• What does this passage teach us about God?

• What does this passage teach us about ourselves?

• If we believe this passage is from God, what will we do diff erently this week?

Wrapping Up
Let’s review some of the things we have learned about following Jesus and Christian community. On a piece of paper 
have group members draw a picture/symbol for each of the following elements that we have talked about: People 
(who have responded to Jesus’ call to “follow me”), Scripture, Prayer, Worship, “One Another” interaction, Lord’s 
Supper, Baptism, Generosity, witness of Word & Deed, Serving Leaders. Which of these elements exist already here 
in our discussion group? Do we need to add anything to actually function as an ekklesia or Christian community?

Meditation text
Hebrews 10:24, 25
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.

Prayer
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