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Effective Evanglism
in the Early Church

and My Life

“Those who accepted Peter’s message were baptized, and about
three thousand were added to their number that day. ... And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved. ... Many
who heard the message believed, and the number of men grew to
about 5,000. ... So the Word of God spread.  The number of disciples
in Jerusalem increased rapidly. ... The church throughout Judea,
Galilee and Samaria grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord. ...
All over Joppa many people believed in the Lord. ... The Lord’s hand
was upon them, and a great number of people believed and turned to
the Lord. ... And a great number of people were brought to the Lord. ...
At Iconium Paul and Barnabas spoke so effectively that a great
number of Jews and Gentiles believed. ... They preached the good
news in Derbe and won a large number of disciples. ... So the
churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers.”

      ACTS 2:41,47; 4:4; 6:7; 9:31,42; 11:21,24; 14:1,21; 16:5
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EFFECTIVE EVANGELISM IN THE EARLY CHURCH

The first word that comes to my mind when I think of evangelism
is

_________________________ .

A LOOK AT ACTS 3:1 - 4:37

1. The healing of the beggar was an act of evangelism, for
the man was changed both physically and
______________________________.

“He jumped to his feet and began to walk.  Then he went into the
temple courts, walking and jumping and praising God.” vs. 8

2. The miraculous healing ________________ the crowd to
listen to what Peter and John had to say.

“When all the people saw the healed beggar walking and praising
God ...  they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had
happened to him. ... All the people were astonished and came
running to Peter and John.”  3:10,11

3. Peter’s effective evangelism had the following elements:

He used ________________________________.

“This is how God fulfilled what He had foretold through the prophets
...  For Moses said ... Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as
many as have spoken, have foretold these days.”   3:18,22,24

He told them who ____________________ was.

“You disowned the Holy and Righteous One ... You killed the author
of life, but God raised Him from the dead. ... By faith in the name of
Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong.”
3:14,15,16

He urged them to __________________________.

“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out.”
3:19

He offered __________________________.

“ ... that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.”  3:19
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He used ____________________________ language.

“Friends, why are you surprised at what has happened?  Why are
you staring at us?  3:12 (CEV)

He used _____________________________ personalities.

“Abraham, Isaac, Jacob ... Moses ... Samuel” 3:13,22,24

And throughout, Peter made
__________________________

the central issue.

4. Peter and John responded to hostility by _________ to
witness boldly and effectively!

“Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said, ‘Rulers and elders of the
people!  If we are being called into account today for an act of
kindness shown to a cripple ... then know this: It is by the name of
Jesus Christ ... that this man stands before you completely healed.’”
4:8-10

5. The disciples could not stop preaching in the name of 
Jesus because they knew that

___________________ God is more important than
___________________ people.

“Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you
rather than God.  4:19

6. Peter and John were effective because they ministered
as a __________, not alone.

“On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and
reported all. ... When they heard this, they raised their voices
together in prayer.”  4:23

7. The ______________________ of the new community
supported their evangelistic work.

“All the believers were one in heart and mind.  No one claimed that
any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they
had.  With great power the apostles continued to testify to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus.”  4:32
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God calls every believer to be
His spokesperson and to carry the message of

Jesus to others.

EFFECTIVE EVANGELISM IN MY LIFE

What are some of the negative stereotypes when people hear
the word evangelist?

________________________________________________

We must not let disreputable stereo types of evangelists prevent us from
sharing our faith.  The question is, How do we fulfill the command to share
the gospel while avoiding offending people?  How can we evangelize without
making ourselves and our faith seem foolish?

HUDDLE GROUP:  Evangelism

Directions

1.   Introduce yourself to the group (if you do not know one
another).

2.   Develop a list of words that come to your mind when you
hear the words “evangelism” and “evangelist”.  List both
positive and negative concepts.

Positive                                                  Negative

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
THE COMPONENTS OF EVANGELISM

There are six distinct but necessary components to
evangelism:

1.  Authentic

2.  ________________________
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3. ________________________

4.  Verbal

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed
in?  And how can they believe in the one of whom they have
not heard?  And how can they hear without someone
preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they
are sent?  As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of
those who bring good news!”    Romans 10:13-15

5.  ________________________

6.  Team-Oriented

THE PERSONAL IMPACT LIST

Name Areas of Common
Ground

Plan of Action

1.

2.

3.

Name:  List the names of three people for whom you are
burdened to come to know Christ.

Areas of Common Ground:   What areas of common
ground do you share with these people?  For example:

♦ Children of the same age
♦ Both enjoy professional hockey
♦ Both take an interest in yard work
♦ You are in the same line of business
♦ You like the same kind of music
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Plan of Action:   What are some steps you can take to begin
to open doors of communication with them?  For example:

♦ Do something together with the kids
♦ Watch a hockey game together
♦ Share tools and work together on a project
♦ Have lunch to discuss mutual business interests
♦ Invite them to a concert

How can you relate authentically to these people, avoiding
giving the impression that they are your “evangelistic project”?

When you establish a relationship with a person with the
view to sharing your faith with them, it is your responsibility
to show them by word and deed that they matter to you -
even if they refuse your message.  We must develop no-
strings-attached relationships, and though we hope for and
pray for the ultimate salvation of unsaved people, we must
show Christ’s love consistently and without partiality.
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SECTION 2

THE BENEFITS AND COST
OF PERSONAL EVANGELISM

“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.
Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give a reason for the
hope that you have.”

 1 PETER 3:15
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Have you heard of the WIIFM Factor?   It is the
________________________________ Factor.

How would the WIIFM Factor influence a person’s evangelistic
efforts?

THE BENEFITS OF PERSONAL EVANGELISM
Can you think of any potential benefits when you share Christ?

BENEFITS TO YOU

See how you can personally relate to these personal benefits of
personal evangelism.

1. _____________________________

“We always thank God that you believed the message we
preached ...  [When the Lord Jesus appears, who else
but you will give us hope and joy and be like a glorious
crown for us?  You alone are our glory and joy!”   1
THESSALONIANS 2:13,19,20 (CEV)

2. _____________________________

“At once [Paul] began to preach in synagogues that
Jesus is the Son of God.  All those who heard him were
astonished ... Yet [Paul] grew more and more powerful
and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that
Jesus is the Christ.”   ACTS 9:20,21,22

3. _____________________________

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the
power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes.”   ROMANS 1:16

Note:  Observe how Paul’s perspective on the gospel
changed due to his evangelistic efforts (see 1
CORINTHIANS 1:18-25)!
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BENEFITS TO OTHERS

1. _______________________________

"I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power
of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes.”   ROMANS 1:16

Note:  The eternal benefit of salvation is that as a
Christian I am ...____________________________

The temporal benefits of salvation are that ...

¨ with respect to the past:                                               

¨ with respect to the present:                                          

¨ with respect to the future:                                             

2. _______________________________

"I came so that everyone would have life, and have it in
its fullest.”   JESUS in JOHN 10:10 (CEV)

Note:  What does it mean to have life in its fullest?  How
would GALATIANS 5:22 help?

3. _______________________________

"Now you are no longer strangers to God and foreigners
to heaven, but you are members of God’s very own
family, citizens of God’s country, and you belong in
God’s household with every other Christian.”
EPHESIANS 2:19 (TLB)
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BENEFITS TO GOD

1. ___________________________

“This is to My Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.”    JOHN 15:8

2. ___________________________

“I tell you that in the same way there is more rejoicing in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. ... In
the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.”    LUKE 15:7,10

3. ___________________________

“You are precious to Me and honoured, and I love you”
ISAIAH 43:4 (TLB)
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THE COST OF PERSONAL EVANGELISM

1. _________________ and _______________________

“We proclaim Him, admonishing and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect
in Christ.  To this end I labor, struggling with all
[Christ’s] energy, which so powerfully works in me.”
COLOSSIANS 1:28,29

Note:  Even so, what encouragement do we find here?

And what wisdom: On whose strength must we rely?

2. ____________________________________________

“When you are reviled and persecuted and lied about
because you are My followers - wonderful!  Be happy
about it!  Be very glad!  For a tremendous reward awaits
you up in heaven.  And remember, the ancient prophets
were persecuted too.”   JESUS in MATTHEW 5:11,12 (CEV)

“In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted.” 2 TIMOTHY 3:12

Note: What encouragement does Jesus offer in spite of
its cost?

What other costs might you have to pay for making a
commitment to personal evangelism?

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Remember the promise Jesus gave us after the Great
Commission:

“and be sure of this - that I am with you always, even to
the end of the world.”   MATTHEW 28:20
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If you were to weigh the costs and the benefits of personal
evangelism, what would your balance sheet look like?

Costs Benefits

Evangelism produces benefits
that far outweigh the costs.
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Praying for the People on Your Impact List

Begin to pray for these people.  Ask God to work in their lives
and to give you wisdom on how to effectively reach out to them.

In praying for these people, keep in mind the areas of Them,
You, and Us:

Them

Ask God to:

 Pull them toward Himself
 Open their eyes to the emptiness of life without Him.
 Help them see their need for forgiveness.
 Remove the confusion they have about Him and the life

He offers.
 Help them grasp the meaning and importance of the

cross of Christ.

You

Ask God to:

 Help you live a consistent and attractive Christian life.
 Make you authentic and honest as you deal with life’s

ups and downs.
 Give you wisdom in knowing how to approach the

relationship.
 Expand your knowledge so you will be ready to define

and defend the Gospel message.
 Grant you appropriate boldness and courage.

Us

Ask God to:

 Cause depth and trust to grow in the relationship.
 Open doors for spiritual conversations.
 Guide those conversations in pace, frequency, and

content.
 Open the person’s heart to God’s love and truth.
 Use you to help lead this person into a relationship with

Christ.
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SECTION 3

BEING YOURSELF

“Let your conversation be always full of grace,
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to
answer everyone.”

COLOSSIANS 4:6
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There are a number of effective approaches to evangelism.  Each one
of them can be successful in bringing people to Christ.  Not everyone
should adopt the same style.  Your style will depend on your
personality.  This questionnaire will help you determine your style:

EVANGELISM STYLES QUESTIONNAIRE

A.  Record your response to each of the 36 statements according to 
whether you think the statement applies to you:

3 Very much
2 Somewhat
1 Very little
0 Not at all

B. Transfer your responses to the grid at the bottom of the
questionnaire and total each column:

___ 1.  In conversations, I like to approach topics directly, without
much small talk or beating around the bush.

___ 2. I have a hard time getting out of Christian bookstores without
wanting to buy a bunch of books that will help me be better prepared
to explain my faith to others.

___ 3. I often tell stories about my personal experiences in order to
illustrate a point I am trying to make.

___ 4. I am a “people-person” who places a high value on
friendship.

___ 5. I enjoy including or adding new people to activities I am
involved in.

___ 6. I see needs in people’s lives that others often overlook.
 
___ 7. I do not shy away from putting a person on the spot when it

seems to be necessary.

___ 8. I tend to be analytical.

___ 9. I often identify with others by using phrases like, “I used to
think that, too” or “I once felt the way you do.”

___ 10. Other people have commented about my ability for
developing new friendships.

___ 11. To be honest, I am most comfortable having someone “more
qualified” explain Christianity to my friends.

___ 12. I find fulfilment in helping others, often behind-the-scenes. 

___ 13. I do not have a problem confronting my friends with the truth
even if it risks hurting the relationship.

___ 14. In conversations, I naturally zero-in on the questions that are
holding up a person’s spiritual progress.
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___ 15. I have found that people can relate well to the story of how I
came to Christ.

___ 16. I would rather delve into personal life issues than abstract
theological ideas.

___ 17. It is not unusual for me to attend outreach events or concerts
in order to bring along my friends.

___ 18. I would prefer to show love through my actions than my
words.

___ 19. I believe that real love often means telling someone the
truth, even when it hurts.

___ 20. I enjoy discussions and debates on difficult questions.

___ 21. I intentionally share my mistakes with others when it will help
them relate to the solutions I have found.

___ 22. I prefer getting involved in discussing a person’s life before
dealing with the details of their beliefs.

___ 23. I am constantly watching for spiritually strategic events to
bring people to (i.e.: Christian concerts, outreach events, movies).

___ 24. When people are spiritually closed, I have found that my
quiet demonstrations of Christian love sometimes make them more
receptive.

___ 25. A motto that would fit me is:  “Make a difference or a mess,
but do something.”

___ 26. Often when listening to teachers or TV commentators, I
mentally argue with their positions and logic.

___ 27. People seem interested in hearing stories about things that
have happened in my life.

___ 28. I enjoy long talks with friends.

___ 29. I am always looking for a match between the needs and
interests of my friends and the various events and programs that
they would enjoy or benefit from.

___ 30. I feel more comfortable tangibly assisting a person in the
name of Christ, than getting involved in religious discussions.

___ 31. I sometimes get in trouble for lacking gentleness and
sensitivity in the way I interact with others.

___ 32. I like to get at the underlying reasons for opinions that
people hold.

___ 33. I am still amazed at how God brought me to faith in Him and
I enjoy telling people about it.
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___ 34. People generally consider me to be an interactive, sensitive
and caring kind of person.

___ 35. A highlight of my week is when I can take a guest with me to
an appropriate church event.

___ 36. I tend to be more practical and action-oriented than
philosophical and idea-oriented.
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Put the rating (0, 1, 2 or 3) you gave yourself beside each
Question (Q) Number.  Total them across to the right hand
column.

Style Q Q Q Q Q Q T
Confrontational 1 7 13 19 25 31
Intellectual 2 8 14 20 26 32
Testimonial 3 9 15 21 27 33
Interpersonal 4 10 16 22 28 34
Invitational 5 11 17 23 29 35
Serving 6 12 18 24 30 36

Style 1: Confrontational

1. ACTS 2:37-40: How can you tell that Peter’s bold style of
evangelism was successful?

2. Are there biblical, contemporary or personal examples of this
style you think of?

Style 2: Intellectual

1. ACTS 17:16-34: Why did Paul give a reasoned defence of
Christianity to the Athenians?

2. Are there biblical, contemporary or personal examples of this
style you think of?

Style 3: Testimonial

1. JOHN 9:13-34: What made the blind man’s testimony before
the Pharisees so effective?

2. Are there biblical, contemporary or personal examples of this
style you think of?

Style 4: Relational

1. MARK 5:18-20: Why did Jesus send the man who had been
released from demons home to his family?

2. Are there biblical, contemporary or personal examples of this
style you think of?
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Style 5: Invitational

1. JOHN 4:1-30, 39-42: How would you characterize the style of
evangelism Jesus demonstrated to the Samaritan woman at
the well?

2. Are there biblical, contemporary or personal examples of this
style you think of?

Style 6: Service

1. ACTS 9:36-42: How did Tabitha demonstrate effective
evangelism for the poor in Joppa?

2. Are there biblical, contemporary or personal examples of this
style you think of?

What reasons for caution or potential problems do you see with
any of these styles of evangelism?

Confrontational

Intellectual

Testimonial

Relational

Invitational

Service

Which of the above styles would work best for people on your
own impact list?
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SECTION 4

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS
 OF INTEGRITY

“Live such good lives among the pagans that,
though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day
he visits us.”                       I PETER 2:12
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In this section, you will learn how to develop authentic
relationships with unchurched people.  You have already started
developing an impact list.  Now you will learn how to be
intentional in building a relationship that opens the door to a
spiritual conversation.

How To Develop Relationships

1.  Understand Your Unbelieving Friends
·Read “Inside the Mind of Unchurched Harry”

2.  Be Intentional
·Build relationships based on ____________________
·Take the ____________________
·Mention spiritual matters ____________________ in the
relationship

3.  Build Trust or “Barbecue First”!
·Be a ___________________
·Be a good ___________________

Principle of Putting Others First
- Listen for their feelings about problems
- Listen for needs or concerns that you could use in the future
as transitions into spiritual conversations

4.  Deepen the Relationship Gradually
·By continuing to build trust

Principle of Putting Others First
·By demonstrating an ____________________ friendship
·By being ____________________

5.  Practice the Principle of Frequent Exposure

Starting Spiritual Conversations
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Principle of Putting Others First

Direct Approach

Question Or Statement

Do you ever think about
_________________________________?

(Lee Strobel)

Where do you think you are on your ______________________
journey?

(Joseph Aldrich)

If you ever want to know the difference between
_________________ and __________________, let me know.

(Bill Hybels)

Who was Jesus in your mind?

Direct Invitation
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Starting Spiritual Conversations

Indirect Approach

·The Conversational Bridge

·Logically transitions the conversation to a spiritual topic

The Indirect Invitation

Occurs in the context of a conversation in which you invite your
friend to a Christian event that relates to the topic you are
discussing.
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Huddle Group:  Starting Spiritual Conversations

Directions

Form a huddle group with three other people.

The scenario is two people having a conversation.

1.  Six scenarios are provided here.

2.  Pick scenarios that would be realistic situations you would
find yourself in with your unchurched friends.

3.  Brainstorm possible transitions to use.  Write them down.

4.  Circle the ones that you would feel comfortable using.

5.  Check the ones that you could use with the friends on your
Impact List.

Situation Possible Transitions

1.
You are in a situation where it is natural to
comment on the beautiful weather,
spectacular sights, intricacies of nature, or the
wonder of creation (for example:  you are
hiking, at the zoo, etc.).

2.
Your friend has just told you about the
hobbies they like doing in their spare time,
and they are interested in yours.

3.
You are talking with a friend about an
upcoming holiday like Thanksgiving,
Christmas or Easter.

4.
You are with some friends talking about the
latest song to hit the top of the charts.
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5.
It is at the close of the football/baseball/
basketball (etc.) season, the playoffs are in
full swing, and everybody is watching and
talking about the event.

6.
Your friend is confiding in you about a
problem they are facing or a difficulty they are
working through.

General Principles of Starting Spiritual Conversations

Focus on the other person’s ____________________ and
____________________.

Be willing to take ____________________.

Watch for and maximize split-second ____________________.

Individual Exercise:  Update Your Impact List
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Directions:

1. Turn to your Impact List.

2, Update this information for the #1 person:

a) What areas of “common ground” do you have with
this friend?  It is from these areas of commonality
that you can most naturally work.  For example:
your children are the same age, you are both
sports fans, you have similar tastes in music, you
are in the same line of work.

b) Which of the transitions you developed and
checked in the huddle group exercise do you think
will be effective with this friend?  Write these
translations onto your Impact List.

c) Determine the next step to take with your friend.
For example, develop a specific plan of action to
follow to help these people take the next step
toward Christ.  Plan to do something together,
invite them to a seeker-sensitive event at your
church, have lunch together, etc.

3. Later, do the same for the other people on your Impact
List.
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SECTION 5

TELLING YOUR STORY

“The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother,
Simon, and tell him, 'We have found the
Messiah’.”

JOHN 1:41
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TELLING YOUR STORY

In sharing Christ, it is helpful to learn to tell your own story.  Paul
learned to share his.

Paul Shares His Testimony

1. ACTS 26:4-11:  Why did Paul share what life was like
before he received Christ?

2. ACTS 26:12-18:  Why did Paul include details of his
personal conversion?

3. ACTS 26:19-23:  How did Paul describe the purpose of his
life?

According to the pattern of Paul, what should be included
in a person’s personal testimony?

1. _______________________________________

2. _______________________________________

3. _______________________________________
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Telling Your Own Story

Write your own story on how you came to know Christ.

Tips on writing your story

* Make it personal

* Use every-day language

* Break it into three parts:

a) B.C.  Before Christ (your attitudes,
behaviour, etc. before you gave your
life to Christ)

b)  (Insert a Cross) Conversion to Christ (the
details of my commitment to
Christ; how, where, with who,
when, etc.)

c) A.D.  After Christ (my life today with Christ;
benefits, changed attitudes,
difficulties & struggles)

If you became a Christian as a child or you were
brought up in a Christian home and don’t remember an
exact time you received Christ, then emphasize the
benefits Christ has made in your life, compared to what
it might have been had you not known Him, or to those
times when you have not been close to Him.
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How to Organize Your Story

B.C. Attitudes, behaviors, circumstances:

Key Words, themes, people involved:

Verses:

Picture
of a
Cross

How did you receive Christ?

With who & where?

Verses:

A.D. Benefits:

Changed attitudes, behaviour:

Difficulties & Struggles:

Verses:
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Your Story

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

_____________________________

SHARING CHRIST WITH OTHERS

Here are some practical suggestions for sharing your testimony:
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1. The earlier the _____________________

Why is it important to share your testimony early in your
relationship with someone new?

Has this happened with people on your impact list?

How might you overcome your reluctance to share Christ
with people you think might not be receptive to the
message?

2. Give the message in __________________________

What problem do you see with sharing the gospel and
expecting a decision for Christ all at once?

3. Share ______________________________________

What advantages does one-on-one sharing have
compared to talking to a large group?

How can you get one-on-one interaction with the people
on your impact list?

4. Be _________________________________________

Why is it important to let your feelings and personality
show when you share your faith?

SECTION 6
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TELLING HIS STORY

“ ... this grace was given me: to preach to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to
make plain to everyone the administration of this
mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in
God, who created all things.”

EPHESIANS 3:9
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THE FOUR HANDLES OF THE GOSPEL
 MESSAGE

To keep the message clear and simple, there are four essential
words that should be focused on.

1. ___________________________

How would you describe the character of God to a non-
believer  (see 1 JOHN 4:16; 1 PETER 1:15-16; 2 THESSALONIANS 1:6)?

2. ___________________________

How does God regard the human condition (see ROMANS
3:23)?

3. ___________________________

How did Christ end this separation between
people and God  (see JOHN 1:14; 1 PETER 3:18)?

4. ___________________________

What happens when a person responds to the
gospel message  (see 2 CORINTHIANS 5:7; 1 JOHN 1:9)?
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PRACTICE PRESENTING THE GOSPEL —
YOUR CHOICE OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Here you will practice presenting the Gospel using either the
“Do Vs. Done” or “The Bridge” illustration.  You will practice
telling it as though you were talking with the #1 person on your
Impact List.

Directions

Partner with someone new, someone you have not worked with
before.

1. One of you present the Gospel to your partner as though
your partner were the #1 person on your Impact List.  Briefly
explain to your partner who your friend is (and their name)
so they can interact with you as your friend might interact.
Give a brief (1/2 minute) sketch of the nature of your
relationship (co-worker, neighbour, spouse, etc.)

2. After the first person has presented the Gospel, the listener
provides feedback on what worked well, and areas for
improvement.  Use the form below as your feedback
checklist.

3.  Then trade places.  Repeat steps one and two.

Item Observations
Gospel Presentation Checklist

Four Handles:
God
Us
Christ
You

Illustration:
Do vs. Done
The Bridge

Other points:
Was the presentation free of
religious clichés, and easily
understood?
Was what you needed to do
clear to you by the end of the
presentation?

 Was the presentation within
the three-minute time limit?

What worked well?

Areas for Improvement:

THREE ILLUSTRATIONS TO CLARIFY THE
 GOSPEL
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(For more examples, see the Base 4 appendix)

Illustration 1:  DO versus DONE

This simple illustration points out the essential difference
between religion and Christianity.

Religion is spelled DO.  That is, most people think that the
way to get right with God is to do a lot of good things, trying
to earn the favour of God and to feel good about
themselves.  The focus is on what I accomplish and on my
own efforts.  The hope of salvation is a reward for my own
achievements.  However, I can be absolutely sure with this
scheme whether I will have done enough and put out
enough effort to earn my way into salvation.

Christianity on the other hand is spelled DONE.  The focus
is not on the self, but on Jesus Christ and what He has
done for us.  Christ accomplished something I never could.
He has paid the price for my shortcomings.  My sins are
therefore no longer an issue between God and me.  His
work is finished, done.  The work that I try to do to be
forgiven is fruitless.  The only thing I can do is to trust Him.
By believing in Jesus and what He has done for me, I am no
longer under condemnation.  I am set free.  I am forgiven
and cleansed.  The good that I now want to do is motivated
not by fear of God’s rejection (for I am forever accepted in
Christ), but by thankful obedience.
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Illustration 2: The Bridge

This illustration has been widely used for a long time in
different forms.  Use it with as little detail as possible - you
can always add later.  Get the essential truth across.
Explain this illustration in stages.  Notice how it uses the first
illustration

Draw a picture of two separate bodies of land –
People are on 1 side and God is on the other.

A gulf exists between people and God

· Our efforts fall short

· The result is spiritual death

Draw the same picture as above –
This time draw a cross between the two pieces of

land with people walking on the cross.

· A bridge now exists - this bridge is Christ

· We can now cross over to God without being
condemned

· All we need to do is to receive Him, because His
work has been done
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Illustration 3: The Roman Road

If someone accepts the authority of the Bible, you can help
them see what the Bible says about they way of salvation.
This illustration won’t convince the sceptic, but it will make
clear what God’s Word says about people in their condition.

ROMANS 3:23 - “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God.”

• This clears up any notions that some people don’t need
help

• It also points out that the standard is the glory of God, not
our relative position in comparison with other people

ROMANS 6:23 - “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

• This explains the consequence of our sin
• It points out what God has done
• It emphasizes the centrality of Christ

ROMANS 10:9 - “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is
Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him from
the dead, you will be saved.”

• This shows the need for a personal response
• It affirms that the gospel is centered on the person and

work of Christ
• It proclaims the uniqueness of the historical event of the

resurrection
• It gives assurance of salvation
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SECTION 7

COPING WITH TOUGH
 QUESTIONS

“I felt the urge to write and urge you to contend
for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the
saints.”

JUDE 3
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COPING WITH TOUGH QUESTIONS

Dealing with difficult questions can be one of the reasons we
may avoid evangelism.  We feel intimidated and helpless.  This
session is designed to identify some of the most common stalls
and objections to a person coming to faith in Christ.

What are some of the tough questions you had to have
answered before you became a Christian?

What are some questions about Christianity that you’ve been
asked and wished you had better answers for?

What do you think some of the questions people on your impact
list have?

OBJECTIONS AND STALLS

A.  Objections

An objection is ... a genuine reason that keeps a person from
responding positively to God’s offer of salvation.

The Five Basic Objections

1.  I don’t believe Jesus died for my sin and rose from the grave.

2.  I don’t admit I’m a sinner.

3.  I don’t agree to turn from my sin.

4.  I don’t acknowledge Jesus Christ as my Saviour and Lord.

5.  I don’t accept God’s free gift of salvation.
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B.  Stalls

A stall is ... any comment or question that diverts a person away
from and slows down the process of receiving Jesus Christ.

Note:  Some people raise questions not to find answers but to
avoid the real issue.  They may try to keep the discussion at
arm’s length or on an intellectual level so as to avoid the
implications for their own life.  Intellectual arguments are simply
a way to avoid real spiritual need.   Remember, every person
you speak to has a “God-shaped vacuum”.  Tactfully work your
way back to the essential spiritual or emotional matters that are
disguised by intellectual arguments.

What stall questions do the people on your impact list use to
avoid the real issues?

Examples of Eleven Common Stall questions are found in
the Base 4 Appendix.
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Partner Activity:  Responding to Objections

Objection Checklist

Objection (check three to practice
responding to)

Assessment
(evaluate the response to each
objection)

1. How can there be a good God
when there is so much evil?

Was the response effective (clear,
believable, etc.)?
Comments:

2.  Prove God exists. Was the response effective (clear,
believable, etc.)?
Comments:

3.  You have your truth, I have mine;
as long as you’re sincere, that’s all
that counts.

Was the response effective (clear,
believable, etc.)?
Comments:

4.  The Bible is full of errors, besides
it can be interpreted to mean
whatever you want.

Was the response effective (clear,
believable, etc.)?
Comments:

5.  Isn’t it enough just to be a good
person?

Was the response effective (clear,
believable, etc.)?
Comments:
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General Comments

What did your partner do that was particularly effective?

What can your partner do to improve his or her effectiveness in
responding to objections?

Points to Remember

“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give
the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with
gentleness and respect.”  (I Peter 3:15)

Approach

Questions are ________________________________.

Look out for ________________________________.

Address the objection, then return to the _________________.

Move from ___________________ to ___________________.

Attitude

Questions need to be dealt with in a spirit of _______________.

It is important to show ___________________________.

Maintain _________________________________.
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SECTION 8

LEADING SOMEONE ACROSS THE
LINE

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he
who wins souls is wise.”

   PROVERBS 11:30
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LEADING SOMEONE ACROSS THE LINE

Assessing Readiness

Have you come to the point of asking for God’s
__________________  and ______________________ in your
life, or are you still in the process of thinking it through?

Where would you say you are _______________________ in
that process?

Is there any reason you wouldn’t want to receive God’s
_________________ of  forgiveness and leadership right now?

When you sense a person has been convicted by the Holy Spirit
of the truth of the gospel message, you should be prepared to
lead that person to receive Christ.  Here is one way of doing
that.

Ask: “Have you ever personally received Christ or are you
still on the way?

What advantage do you see in phrasing the question this way rather
than simply asking, “Have you been saved?”

If the person wants to receive Christ, wonderful!  If they are not
ready, ask, “How far are you along?”

What do you think this question accomplishes?

Conclude by asking, “Would you like to become a real
Christian and be sure of it?  Or, Is there anything standing
in the way of your asking Christ into your life?

What do you think is actually accomplished by asking these
concluding questions?
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HOW TO PRAY WITH A PERSON TO RECEIVE CHRIST

Here are three basic ways to pray with someone ready to receive
Christ.

1. Have the person pray out loud in his or her own words.

Tell the person to admit his or her sin to God and ask Christ to take
over his or her life.

2. Pray out loud and have the person repeat your words.

Don’t put the person on the spot.  When you pray, avoid stuffy, formal
language.  Pray as if you were that person (that is, say, "Lord Jesus, I
want to invite you into my life”).

3. Have the person pray on his or her own later.

Follow up soon to see if the person did and what it was he or she
prayed.

The content of the prayer should take three steps.

1. A ______________________________________
2. A ______________________________________
3. A ______________________________________

When you pray, emphasize these three ideas.

1. Jesus __________________________________

He makes us right with God, erasing all sin: past, present and future.

“For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His
love for those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so
far has He removed our transgressions from us.”

PSALM 103:11,12
2. Jesus __________________________________

He wants to lead our lives and direct us in every area of our life for the
rest of our life and into eternity.

"Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will
make your paths straight.”                                     PROVERBS 3:5,6

3. Jesus __________________________________

When someone repents and receives Christ, something of eternal
significance happens.  Whether we have a deep emotional response or
not, does not alter the results.  Christ is worthy to be thanked at this
precious moment.
“In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

               LUKE 15:10
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AFTER I BELIEVE

A.  Help a New Christian Have Assurance of Salvation

By realizing the following:

“If we take human testimony at face value, how much more
should we be reassured when God gives testimony as he
does here, testifying concerning his Son.  Whoever believes
in the Son of God inwardly confirms God’s testimony.
Whoever refuses to believe in effect calls God a liar,
refusing to believe God’s own testimony regarding his Son.
This is the testimony in essence:  God gave us eternal life;
the life is in his Son.  So, whoever has the Son, has life;
whoever rejects the Son, rejects life.  My purpose in writing
is simply this:  that you who believe in God’s Son will know
beyond the shadow of a doubt that you have eternal life, the
reality and not the illusion.”
(1 John 5:10-13)

Note:  You will “know” ... you have eternal life because you
“believed” and trusted in God’s message, not because you feel
like you have eternal life.

B.  Some Important Things For A New Christian To Do:

1.  Read the Bible to discover God’s message for today.
(2 Timothy 3:15-17)

2.  Talk to God in prayer often about ourselves and others. 
(Philippians 4:6,7)

3.  Develop a lifestyle consistent with Bible principles.           
(I John 2:6)

4.  Tell others about Christ in your own way.                             
(Acts 1:8)

5.  Take the initiative to faithfully attend a Bible-teaching church
for worship, fellowship, growth and ministry.

(Hebrews 10:24-25)
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CONCLUSION

1. What are two benefits you have received from our study of
personal evangelism?

2. What aspect of the gospel message have you come to
appreciate in a new way through our study?

3. What misconceptions about evangelism have you managed
to correct as a result of this study?

4. What successes or frustrations have you encountered so
far in your attempts to share the gospel with the people on
your impact list?

5. What specific ways will you need prayer in order to continue
to do personal evangelism?
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