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LESSON #4
OUR STRUCTURE

I.  How Our Church Is Structured

The structure of the church should not be determined by culture, business practices, or even
denominational traditions.

A.  The Nature of the Church Determines Its Structure

1. THE CHURCH IS A _________________________________

“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.”   ACTS 2:42

A top priority in a fellowship is ____________ and _____________

“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” 
 EPHESIANS 4:3

“So let's agree to use all our energy in getting along with each other.  Help
others with encouraging words; don't drag them down by finding fault.”   ROMANS
14:19

ANY attitude that causes disunity is sin.

See Also :   COLOSSIANS 3:15; 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10; 2 TIMOTHY 2:14; PROVERBS 17:14; 
                        2 CORINTHIANS 13:11; ROMANS 15:5-6; 12:16-18; PSALM 133:1

 IMPLICATION:  A GOOD STRUCTURE PROMOTES UNITY AND
DOWNPLAYS _____________________________

“[Often]...your meetings do more harm than good because I hear that when you
come together as a church, there are divisions among you...”   1 COR 11:17-18

At CFMC, members vote on:
 Official Board members;
 Nominating Committee members;
 Annual budgets;
 major decisions (e.g., land purchase, building);
 major staff additions (the position, not the person);
 the Senior Pastor's ongoing tenure (at least every 3 years).
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2. THE CHURCH IS A __________________________________

“You should be like one big happy family, full of sympathy towards each other,
loving one another with tender hearts and humble minds.”   1 PETER 3:8

So we operate on the basis of __________________not _________________

“Don't be harsh or impatient with an older man.  Talk to him as you would your
own father, and to the younger men as your brothers.  Reverently honour an older
woman as you would your mother, and the younger women as sisters.”   1 TIM 5:1-2

3. THE CHURCH IS A ___________________________________

“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not
all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and
each member belongs to all the others.  We each have different gifts according to
the grace given us.”   ROMANS 12:4-6
See Also :   1 CORINTHIANS 12:27; EPHESIANS 1:22-23; COLOSSIANS 1:18   

An ORGANIZATION focuses on Maintenance. 
An ORGANISM focuses on Ministry.

We are a ______________________ , not a _________________________.

We are a ______________________ , not a _________________________.

At CFMC we have a simple structure so we can
maximize ______________________ and minimize _____________________

“God gave some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God's people for works of
ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”   EPHESIANS  4:11-12

B. Our Structure

The People are the _________________________

The Pastors are the _________________________
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MINISTRY DIRECTORS

MINISTRIES

MANAGEMENT

                                                                                                                      VISION

            POLICY

The ultimate goal of CFMC is not how many come into the church, but how many go out to be
actively involved in meaningful ministry in Jesus' name. 

As that happens, the church is healthy and it will grow.

SENIOR PASTOR

FinanceOFFICIAL BOARDPersonnel

Nominating Committee

THE MEMBERSHIP
Also called “The Society”
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II.  Our Denomination:
 The Free Methodist Church in Canada

A. Our Family Tree

· The Church of England -- John Wesley and the Methodist Movement

· The Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States

· The Free Methodist Church -- Founded in 1860 -- B. T. Roberts

Free ______________________________
Freedom for ________________________
Freedom of _________________________
Freedom from _______________________

· The Free Methodist Church in Canada
- First congregation in Galt, Ontario  18__
- The Canadian Jurisdictional Conference  19__
- The Canadian General Conference  1990

B. Benefits We Share With Other Free Methodist Churches in Canada
· Prayer network with hundreds of people across Canada.
· Visionary leadership from our Canadian bishop and executive team.  The FMCC
Ministry Centre is located in Mississauga, Ontario.
· Church Development program that focuses on planting new churches across
Canada and revitalizing existing churches.
· Resourcing of ideas from a whole network of other Free Methodist churches. 
National periodicals (The Free Methodist Herald, EKG), our national website,
and a national email connection provides support, advice and inspiration to
pastors and churches.
· A Free Methodist World Missions program that connects us with what God is
doing through Free Methodists in many different countries of the world.  Each
month money is sent to support missionaries.
· Access to a Free Methodist Child Care sponsorship program that supports
children in developing nations where Free Methodist missionaries work.
· A national scholarship program to prepare lay and pastoral leaders for the future.
· A pool of pastoral leadership to draw from in the event of a pastoral change.
· A well organized group pension and benefits program for pastors.
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The Free Methodist Church in Canada` exists to develop
congregations and leaders empowered by Christ, growing
His kingdom. The FMCIC aims to resource the ministry of
its local congregations to:

FIND, befriend and introduce
seeking people to Jesus Christ and
the fellowship of His people.

MATURE those who desire to
grow in Christlikeness.

COMMISSION prepared people
to purposeful service.

INTERPRET life theologically.

INVEST resources strategically.

CELEBRATE that God's presence
and power makes all things
possible.

'98
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III.  The Maturity Journey

A.  Five Circles of Commitment

[GRAPHIC NOT AVAILABLE—SEE YOUR HARD COPY OF BASE 1]

CFMC's objective is to help people keep moving toward the center by encouraging personal
spiritual commitments.  Specifically, we call people to four basic covenants:.
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B. The Four CFMC Covenants

1. THE MEMBERSHIP COVENANT
is a commitment to _________________ and  __________________

“We are all parts of Christ's Body, and it takes every one of us to make it
complete, for we each have different work to do.  So we belong to each other and
need all the others.”   ROMANS 12:4-5

2. THE MATURITY COVENANT
is a commitment to ___________________ necessary for spiritual growth.

“Continue to grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.”   2 PETER 3:18

“Take the time and trouble to keep yourself spiritually fit.”   1 TIMOTHY 4:7

3. THE MINISTRY COVENANT
is a commitment to discovering and using my God-given gifts and abilities in
______________________ God and others.

“God has given each of you some special abilities; be sure to use them to help
each other...”   1 PETER 4:10

“There are different kinds of service to God...together you form the Body of
Christ and each one of you is a necessary part of it.”   1 CORINTHIANS 12:5, 27

4. THE MISSIONS COVENANT
is a commitment to _______________________ the Good News with others.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses...”   ACTS 1:8

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have.  But do it with gentleness and respect...”

1 PETER 3:15

We have these covenants because we become what we are

_________________________________________________
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IV.  What It Means To Be A Member
The difference between “attenders” and “members” can be summed up in one word:

_____________________________

A.  Reasons For Membership
AT CFMC we recognize the need for a formal membership.  We ask you to commit to
membership for 4 reasons:

1. A BIBLICAL Reason:  Christ is committed to the church.
“...Christ loved the church, and He gave His life for it.”   EPH 5:25

2. A CULTURAL Reason:  It is an antidote to our society.
We live in an age where very few want to be committed to anything–a job, a
marriage, our country.  This attitude has even produced a generation of “church
shoppers and hoppers.”  Membership swims against the current of Canada's
“consumer religion.”  It is an unselfish decision.  Commitment always builds
character.

3. A PRACTICAL Reason:  It defines who can be counted on.
Every team has a roster.  Every school has an enrollment.  Every business has a
payroll.  Every army has an enlistment.  Even our country takes a census and
requires voter registration.  Membership identifies our family.

4. A PERSONAL Reason:  It produces spiritual growth.
The New Testament places a major emphasis on the need for Christians to be
accountable to each other for spiritual growth.  You cannot be accountable when
you're not committed to any specific church family.

B.  What Are The Steps To Membership At CFMC?
1. Baptism

If you have already been baptized that is acceptable.  If not, you need to talk with
the pastor to make arrangements for this.

2. Interview With the Pastor
You need to arrange to meet one-to-one with the pastor to talk about membership.
 You may have additional questions that can be answered during this time.  The
pastor also needs to be acquainted with you to be able to recommend you for
membership.

3. Official Board Approval
The Pastor recommends to the Official Board new members at CFMC.  If you are
transferring your membership from another church, the Pastor will also need to
inform the Official Board.

4. Covenant Day
When your membership at CFMC has been approved by the Official Board,
arrangements will be made for you to take your membership covenant in front of
the congregation.  The pastor will prepare you for this.
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V.  What Now? 

A.  CFMC's Plan to Help You Grow

Christian Life And Service Seminars

CFMC'S C.L.A.S.S. PROGRAM
 BASE 1 = To lead people to Christ and membership at CFMC
 BASE 2 = To grow people to spiritual maturity.
 BASE 3 = To equip people with the skills they need for ministry.
 BASE 4 = To enlist people to the world-wide mission of sharing Christ.



 CFMC C.L.A.S.S. 101, LESSON #4:  OUR STRUCTURE

DISCOVERING MEMBERSHIP AT CFMC34

Membership Application
Calgary Free Methodist Church

Four Requirements

1. Have you committed your life to Jesus Christ and do you trust Him for your
salvation?

   Yes ________________________________________
    when? where?

or
   In this class

2. Have you been baptized?

   Yes ________________________________________
    when? where?

or
   I want to be baptized.

3. Have you completed Discovering Membership at CFMC     (C.L.A.S.S. 101)?

   Yes _______________________________
Date

4. Do you agree with the “Articles of Religion” and do you purpose to live by
the principles of the “Membership Covenant”?

   Yes, I do!

_______________________________________________
Please sign your name and date.

When you have completed this application, please forward it to the Senior Pastor so that he can
arrange to meet with you. 

God Bless You!  It has been a pleasure having you in Discovering Membership at CFMC.  Keep
Growing!  We encourage you to move on to C.L.A.S.S. 201:  Discovering Christian Maturity.
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