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ABOUT ROADTRIP NATION

		

For over 15 years, we here at Roadtrip Nation have made it our mission to help individuals pursue fulfilling
careers aligned with their interests and strengths. We show people how to turn the things they like into
careers they love—and we do it with the most powerful of tools: personal stories. From snowboard designers
to astrobiologists, we’ve sat down with professionals of all kinds and asked them honest questions about
their struggles, successes, and their answers to the age-old question: “What should I do with my life?” These
conversations form the foundation of our career resources, which introduce young people to new paths and
illustrate how to pursue them.

ABOUT SMALL TOWN TECH
				

To see what’s possible, they’ll have to expand their horizons—and what they learn might lead them right back
to where they’re from.
Meet Anthony, Ericka, and Joccelyn, three young adults from Yuma, Arizona, whose visions for the future are
bound up in the world of fixing, coding, programming, and innovating. But without a clear path forward, and
unsure of what opportunities exist for them in their small towns, they’re losing momentum. Made possible
by the support of the Cisco Foundation, they set out on the road to discover how—and where—they can
turn their tech interests into fulfilling careers. As they speak with medical professionals and engineers,
entrepreneurs and game designers, the roadtrippers realize how many paths are theirs to pursue—and that
no matter where they choose to plug in, the important thing is staying connected.
Whether you’re new to Roadtrip Nation or have already explored the many resources available on the
roadtripnation.com website, this guide is a great way to connect students to important themes and resources
to help them along their journey of career exploration and self-discovery.
The activities and resources that follow are designed to be completed by students along with their
mentors, teachers, or family members in order to spark meaningful conversations about students’
future aspirations and how to achieve them.
See you on the road!
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HOW TO USE THE SMALL TOWN
TECH VIEWING GUIDE
The Small Town Tech viewing guide is designed to be used during and after viewing the Small Town Tech
documentary. Here are a few ideas on how to use the guide with students and peers.

WATCH

This viewing guide should be filled in after watching the documentary as a whole; however, the documentary
may be split into two viewings if needed.
Total running time: 60 minutes

TALK

Provide a viewing guide to each student before screening the documentary. Have students complete the
TALK section for several or all discussion topics after viewing the full documentary. You may want to choose
discussion topics that are relevant to your students, allow them to choose one or more discussion topics, or
assign all discussions and questions for thorough self-exploration and reflection.
					
If you’d like to use this guide for group discussions, students should write down their thoughts first, then share
through conversation. Discussions can take place in small groups with peers, or with an instructor, mentor, or
family members. Encourage students to discuss any insights, ideas, or questions they have during the viewing
of the documentary or during your conversation.
					
Student written response time: 30 - 60 minutes
Optional discussion time: 30 - 60 minutes

CONNECT & REFLECT

Participants can connect and reflect during class time or at home. Invite them to share new information they
discover as they connect to new resources. You can also encourage them to visit roadtripnation.com for more
leader interviews and interactive tools.
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MEET THE ROADTRIPPERS
JOCCELYN
Age 20
From San Luis, AZ
Joccelyn’s favorite subject in school was always math, but she wasn’t sure about
studying it in college. That all changed when she realized math plays a huge part in
computer science. Now she’s found her subject. She loves coding and video games, so
after she finishes her major in computer science, she’s aiming to work in the gaming
industry. She’s looking for guidance from people working in that field and many
others, so she can pursue her dreams and become a role model for others too.

ANTHONY
Age 20
From Yuma, AZ
Anthony feels a lot of pressure to do something great with his life—especially since
he’s the only one in his family to graduate from high school. Because he’s the first,
there’s no one to help him navigate the next step of his education. He has so many
interests, he’s not sure which to choose: satellites, 3-D modeling, computer science,
and more. One possible route is the military, but until he decides for sure, he’s
uncertain of his next move. Most of all, he’s looking for a community that will support
him as he finds his focus.

ERICKA
Age 18
From San Luis, AZ
Ericka is excited to explore all kinds of fields, from law enforcement to cybersecurity to
medical and agricultural technology. She was a super-involved leader in high school,
and now she’s on track to be the first in her family to finish college. Her father is a
border patrol agent, and that’s inspired her to look into studying administration of
justice with an emphasis in homeland security. On this trip, she wants to find all the
ways technology can be a gateway to everything she’s interested in, and to pave the
way for others behind her.
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DISCUSSION 1: GRIT & GOALS

Talk
Grit is a combination of perseverance and motivation that you activate in order to meet a goal in the
face of struggle. Everyone has grit, but we each choose how we use it and how we grow it. When you
overcome a challenge, you build up your level of grit. Grit gives you the experience and willingness to
move forward instead of stalling out when things get tough.
1.

Catalina Laverde talks about the time she failed her Calculus 1 and 2 classes in college and how it
motivated her to try harder. Like Catalina, you’ve probably had some moments in your life where
you had to use grit to get through a difficult situation. Think back to a time when you experienced
failure or had to work hard to get through a tough time. What happened? What lesson did you
learn from it?
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DISCUSSION 1: GRIT & GOALS

2. Gabe Middleton uses the analogy of a building when talking about how he achieved his goals. “If
you look at a tall building and you need to get to the top,” he says, “don’t think about all the steps
at once. Think about how you are going to take the first step towards going up. And then you can
think about the next one.” Create a short list of two to three goals for yourself. What is a first step
you can take to achieving at least one of the goals you listed?
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DISCUSSION 2: DISCOVERING YOUR INTERESTS

Talk
Your interests are the activities, topics, and subjects that spark your curiosity. When you explore your
interests, you may find yourself losing track of time with a smile on your face, because you’re putting
your brain and hands to work on something you enjoy.

1. Make a list of your top three to four interests. If you’re not sure what your interests are, think
about the things you like to do in your free time or what you would do without getting paid.
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DISCUSSION 2: DISCOVERING YOUR INTERESTS

3. Adrianna Samaniego talks about combining her interests into a career. From the list you created
above, combine two of your interests to come up with two different jobs. It can be a job that already exists or one that doesn’t exist yet. Write the two jobs below.
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DISCUSSION 3: GET MOVING

Talk
There are many things that can stall you when you’re moving forward on your road. Maybe you don’t
have enough money to pay for a class, or you don’t know how to go about looking for work. You might
even be standing still because of your own fears of failure or rejection. Whatever it is that is holding
you hostage, try to find an escape through perseverance.

1. Make a list of at least three actions you can take within the next week to start making some of your
goals happen.

2. What fears do you have about pursuing your interests? What kind of support or resources do you
need to help you get moving?
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DISCUSSION 3: GET MOVING

3. After the interviews with Raza Ahmed and Isis Anchalee, the roadtrippers were inspired to use
their voice to speak up. How can you use your voice to stand up for what you believe in?
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DISCUSSION 4: SMALL TOWN COMMUNITY

Talk
There are many things that can stall you when you’re moving forward on your road. Maybe you don’t
have enough money to pay for a class, or you don’t know how to go about looking for work. You might
even be standing still because of your own fears of failure or rejection. Whatever it is that is holding
you hostage, try to find an escape through perseverance.

1. Make a list of at least three actions you can take within the next week to start making some of your
goals happen.

2. What fears do you have about pursuing your interests? What kind of support or resources do you
need to help you get moving?
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DISCUSSION 4: SMALL TOWN COMMUNITY

3. After the interviews with Raza Ahmed and Isis Anchalee, the roadtrippers were inspired to use their
voice to speak up. How can you use your voice to stand up for what you believe in?
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