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Career Development Research Paper
	When I was a kid, I wanted to be a doctor, a nurse, a lawyer, and a veterinarian. During my junior year of high school, when the teachers explained how important it was to choose a career path and go to college- I froze. Now, at a young age of 28, I am attending college to gain an associate degree in Paralegal Studies.  Before deciding on what career path to follow, I am going to examine the required education, salary and job duties of a paralegal and a court reporter.
	To begin, I would like to note that post-secondary education is not required for all paralegal positions. The law firm I currently work in promote administrative employees to paralegal positions if they feel that they are a good fit. “Enrolling in an education program that is approved by the American Bar Association”  is useful as this may be a prerequisite for employment in some law firms (Auerbach, 2018) Many paralegals attend school to earn an associate in paralegal studies but the need for a 4-year degree is becoming more desired by employers.
	Court reporting requires post-secondary education with a minimum of an associate degree in pre-law, criminology, or a related field. There are vocational schools that offer formal court reporter training programs, as well as technical schools. It is recommended to take “coursework in education, psychology, and foreign languages” as they prove useful in the future career. (Flynn, 2018) Some jobs require the reporter to pursue a license such as a “Certified Verbatim Reporter, the Certificate of Merit, and the Real-Time Verbatim Reporter certification” that can all be acquired through the National Verbatim Reporters Association. (Court Reporter, 2009, p.21)
In today’s economy, salary and supporting oneself has become one of the most important aspects of a job. As a paralegal, salary varies greatly depending on location, size of community, experience level, educational background, and size of the law firm. However, “the average hourly wage nationwide is about $20” and “the average salary nationwide is about $45,000.” (Career Research, 2010, p.25) Roughly half of all paralegal’s salaries are at the average level, and recently most new paralegals begin with a salary of about $35,000 with only 10% of the career field earning less than $25,000.
	As a court reporter one can expect to make about $45,000 per year or about $22 per hour based on the national average. (Court Reporter, 2009, p.22) Although most court reporters earn between $30-60,000 a year, the lowest-paid is around $25,000 and the highest-paid is roughly $80,000. Court reporters can work in many settings, but those working in the judicial field and with government average around $45,000 a year, where those working for business average about $40,000 a year. Some court reporters are freelance and get paid per page recorded and per page transcribed, leaving the salary in control of the worker.
	Up to this point, it appears as though the paralegal and court reporter jobs are similar in nature. When it comes to paralegal work, it seems as though there is a diverse set of responsibilities. Similarities that I have noticed in my research are that paralegals assist with the creation of legal documents, correspondence, conduct legal research and assist in other administrative tasks. Litigation paralegals assist the attorney by “summarizing depositions, interrogatories, and testimony.” (Career Research, 2010, p.8) Litigation paralegals will also “draft notes for arguments, and more experienced paralegals may join the attorney in the courtroom.” (Auerbach, 2018)
	When it comes to the duties and responsibilities of a court reporter, the responsibilities are more specific. “Court reporters record testimony from all witnesses, legal objections and motions, instructions and questions asked between the judge and the jury, ruling, sentencing, appeals, and other events and conversations.” (Flynn, 2018) Once a proceeding is completed, the court reporter is in charge or creating a transcript from all of the recordings. Once the transcripts are complete, it is the court reporter’s responsibility to comply with the requests for the transcript in a timely manner - whether it’s a week or years later.
	When comparing the paralegal and court reporting careers, I find myself drawn to the paralegal career more. After looking at the salary, educational requirements, and job opportunities - I am very interested in the opportunity to become a paralegal. However, I am now interested in the possibility of taking on court reporting jobs in a free-lance, part-time position. Part-time work as a court reporter will allow me to expand my knowledge by being in courtrooms during trials and expand my connections within the court system. Connections can be very beneficial regarding upcoming career opportunities and advancements within the legal field.
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