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My chosen career path when I graduate is Paralegal/Legal Assistant. Though my degree can lead me in many directions such as Records Clerk, Legal Secretary, Medical Legal Secretary, Real Estate Legal Assistant and many more I believe that Paralegal/Legal Assistant would be a better fit for me. I chose this career path because of the salary, education, and career growth it offers to me. As mentioned in my proposal these criteria’s allow me to provide for my family, has a great growth potential for the next ten years and has lots of educational opportunities offered that I can take advantage of if I decide to focus on a particular law such as family or real estate law. This career path also allows me to continue my education by offering certifications that would hone my skills as I move up the career ladder.
When I originally began my research on my career, I had chosen two paths Paralegal and legal secretary. Legal Secretaries carries the same responsibilities as an Administrative Assistant except the are required to have legal terminology and are experienced with the laws and procedures. Legal Secretaries/Administrative Assistants perform clerical duties within a firm such as answering phones, drafting legal documents, creating and managing attorneys’ spreadsheets, prepare reports and presentations (www.bls.gov; Secretaries and Administrative Assistants, 2019). Legal Secretaries like Paralegals aid lawyer by keeping track of files, ensuring proper indexing of legal documents, and materials and prepare legal documents such as summons, complaints, motions and subpoenas. These functions are only done under the supervision of the Attorney or Paralegal. Additionally, keeping track of deadlines, maintaining the attorney’s calendar, client list, schedule appointments, hearings, making travel arrangements and proofreading documents are all duties that fall under the role of Legal Secretary (www.nala.org legal secretary; 2019). In this career field Legal Secretary earns and median annual income of about $46, 360 or up to $29.80 per hr. The job outlook on this career field is that it is expected to decline 21% from 2018-2028 (www.bls.gov Stalzer, Craig, Careers in Law Firms, 2019).
Paralegals on the other hand have a vast responsibility that consist of:
· conducting client interview and maintain in general contact with clients
· Locate and interview witness
· Conduct investigations, statistical and documentary
· Conduct legal research
· Draft legal documents, correspondences, and pleadings
· Summarize depositions, interrogations, and testimony
· Attend executions of wills, real estate closings, depositions, court or administrative hearings, and trails with attorneys
· They can also Author and sign correspondence provided their status is clearly stated and the correspondence does not contain independent legal opinions or legal advice
Most paralegal professions begin in a firm then later extended to corporate firms or business organizations such as, banks, insurance companies, and health organizations. (www.nala,org The Paralegal Association, n.d)
The education requirements to work as a Paralegal. Requires studies in the area relevant to this career path or academic interest. Having a degree in Paralegal law does not guarantee a job or career. Completing the Legal Practice Course (LPC) may have better job prospects when trying to land that job. (www.thelawyerportal.com n.d)
The median pay for Paralegals Professionals/Legal Assistants were $50,948 in May, of 2018. This profession is expected to grow by at least 12% from 2018 to 2028. This is a much faster from the average occupation. Having strong skills in computers and database management can allow Paralegals to have better opportunities within this career. (www.bls.gov Paralegal/Legal Assistant; 2019)
This research project allowed me to take a deeper look into this career field and realized that I am limiting myself by focusing on a career as a Paralegal Assistant. I have chosen the Paralegal Professional over the Legal Secretary because there are more opportunities in this career and a greater chance that doors can be opened. An example of that would be other career paths like, Family Law, Criminal Law, Real Estate law, Corporate law, and Estate Planning/ Probate law. Directing my focus to one of these areas of expertise and honing the skills set needed to pursue my career. For example, good organizational skills, communication skills, the ability to pay attention to detail, good analytic skills and research competency, with the ability to work effectively under pressure would broaden my chance of landing a job as a Paralegal Professional. This career field also has a better career growth ability base on the statistic given by the Occupational “Outlook handbook” and the annual salary you can make in a year I feel is a great place to start.
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