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When going to school, you are always trying to figure out exactly what you will be doing for the rest of your life. When making these choices, your career is one of the most important. A lot of the time, when coming to the fork in the road that is choosing a career path, you have to make a lot of different comparisons, like how much money you will make, what hours you will work, and what your job responsibilities will be. I have chosen to do my research paper on a juvenile detention center psychologist position and on a school counseling position. I think these two jobs will be the focus as I continue my education and I will most likely pick one or the other before I finish my associate degree. I choose these two positions because they are careers that I truly believe will make a difference in someone’s life and I have always believed that I need to be who I needed as a child.  
The first thing I want to look at are the job duties for each position because I need to know exactly how much work I will be doing daily along with how much I will actually be making a difference in a child’s life one way or another. A Guidance Counselor serves as an administrative staff member who has a hands-on role with students outside of the classroom. Guidance Counselors work with students dealing with stress from school, social pressures, and/or family life in order to improve their classroom performance and overall wellness. Guidance Counselors also assist with post-secondary school planning and work one-on-one with students to do so. Youth correctional counselors help rehabilitate young offenders. Counselors generally work in a juvenile correctional facility, such as a detention center, where they supervise the offenders by enforcing discipline, making and maintaining records, and implementing constructive activity programs. These two career paths really do focus on helping children but in vastly different ways which makes it hard to decide in the long run what I want to do because I see potential in both jobs just based on the job duties. 
The next thing I am focusing on are the salaries for each position in the state of Ohio. The Bureau of Labor Statistics groups youth correctional counselors with probation officers and correctional treatment specialists, who earn a median salary of $51,410 per year. This isn’t very high but with most psychology jobs, it isn’t really about the money because I don’t mind living in a small house if I can make a difference. I have seen that with a school counselor, the salary can range anywhere from $38,000 to $74,000 depending on the type of school and what area the school is in. These salaries really are different but if you average out the school counselor salary, it lines up close to the youth correctional counselor position. This still makes it really difficult to choose which direction I want to go in because I could end up somewhere that I make $74,000 as a school counselor but if I don’t then I would want to work with really troubled youth.
Educational requirements are next on the comparison list and is probably the one thing that will sway me one way or another when it comes to picking between these two career choices. All school counselors must hold a bachelor's degree in a related field, which takes four years to complete. School counselors must also earn a master's degree, which may take up to two years to complete. Then I have to complete graduate internship experience for certification/licensure requirements, pass any required exams for certification/licensure. After that I need to apply for and earn additional certifications. All of this is a lot but I would also need to continue my education and stay up to date on school counseling trends and changes so that I can be the best help I can to any child in need. In order to become a juvenile counselor, I would need to obtain a bachelor’s degree in a human services field, like social work or criminal justice. For independent counseling I would need to obtain my master’s degree as well. It is always recommended that I take as many criminal justice classes and child psychology classes as I can in order to make sure I can protect my clients and make the biggest differences in their lives. I have already planned on getting my master’s degree in child psychology for both positions but with the extra work that goes into both, it really is a hard choice to make but now I know that I will need to do it soon in order to get all the work done and make sure I am doing what I am supposed to so that I can do the best job and make the biggest difference that I can.
I really think that my choice is obvious in the end. I keep arguing in my head that I want to make a big difference and I want to help children who really need it. I think regardless of the work it will take and the amount of time I will spend doing the job and maintaining my education so it is up to date that I want to be a juvenile counselor because those kids need someone to show them a little warmth and understanding and they deserve to have someone on their side regardless of what that did and I think that I can do that.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, I think the best choice for my career path as stated above is a juvenile counselor because I will always have the desire to be who I needed as a kid and I think I could make the biggest difference in their lives. I have a lot of school left in my future and a lot of tests and certifications that I will need to obtain but I have no doubt that this career is the one for me. I have been looking into both for a long time and this project has really helped me figure out what I will be doing for the rest of my life moving forward.
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