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    				Paralegal  
					Vs.
 	      		    Administrative Assistant 
 				By: Erica Tate
	As a mother of 2 boys and then possibly gaining custody of my niece I decided I needed to do something to show all 3 children just from living in a household filled with domestic violence, drugs, and crappy parents. That’s not what defines you. As I was deciding to 2017 what my major for college should be an associate's degree in paralegal studies caught my eye. I always wanted to be involved with the law and help people that need justice because my childhood was spent around foster care and group homes and I have seen some terrible things and injustice going on and it gets ignored. Until I researched what entry-level jobs I can get with an associate's degree or paralegal studies I thought you only could be a paralegal. Wrong there are numerous jobs but the one that caught my eye was an administrative assistant. I am going to compare and contrast the job duties, salary, and opportunities of a paralegal and administrative assistant.
Paralegals are lawyer's assistants. Basically a secretary as people wanna say. But if you  ask a paralegal himself “ They just do all the work while lawyers just take the information we give them and present it to the courts or the clients.” Stated James Michael Hoskinson C.P. James is my uncle and that’s what he all had to say. When I did some research on my own now I know why he said that. Paralegals do all the research, then conduct client interviews perform more research, prepare the necessary legal documents. Then put all that into a file or what they call a trial notebook for the lawyer to take to court to represent the client. 
Administrative assistant job duties are completing various office tasks like filing, and generating reports. 
Both jobs use computers and phones to complete daily tasks.
Let’s talk about money. A paralegal makes $ 50,140 a year. An administrative assistant average is $47,035 a year but it ranges from $37,613  to $47,741 based on experience. So entry-level would be $37,613. While entry-level for paralegal $50,140 so $12,527 as entry-level and I got a growing family at the most unexpected times. I am going to need that money.
Where will I be working? Administrative assistants can work in schools and medical offices. Paralegals can work in legal offices and government agencies. Administrative assistants can too.
Opportunities as an administrative assistant are if you stay long and work at the same company for years. You acquire more skills and move up the career ladder.
As a paralegal you have the chance of getting certified in a specific area of law. The more experience I gain there is a possible chance of traveling to conduct client interviews if the clients can not make it to the office. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Based on the information I have provided the opportunities and salary that I will have from the job will help me choose which position I will take. Once again I always wanted to be involved with the law and possibly going to gain custody of my niece so I will have 3 children I will need the money. A paralegal is a position I chose 
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