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Development along the Chicago River is often a lengthy and challenging process that 
erodes public excitement. This project engages community in the present and redeems 
the river more immediately, while contributing to a brighter future for the neighborhood 
as a whole. 

“Soft Launch” is a series of temporary events that build long term infrastructure, the first 
to occur a few blocks from North Park University in the 33rd Ward. Repurposed barges 
and shipping containers serve as vessels for education, entertainment, and ecology. A 
summer’s worth of community groups, restaurants, vendors, performers and schools 
partner on these floating platforms. 

When one “Soft Launch” event is over, the containerized programs and plantings are 
given to the community as an impetus for long-term revitalization efforts. Then the next 
event lands in another riverside community, and inspiration begins again. 

Development along the Chicago River is often such a lengthy and challenging 
effort that public excitement is often eroded away in the process. So the question 
becomes – how do we redeem a river and restore a community? How do we 
engage a neighborhood in the present and contribute to a neighborhood in the 
future?

Enter “Soft Launch”: A series of temporary events building long term 
infrastructure. We imagine the first river event happening a few blocks from 
North Park University in the 33rd ward. Picture a barge creating city-wide buzz. 
Picture shipping containers as vessels for education, entertainment, and 
ecology. Picture a summer’s worth of local community groups, restaurants, 
performers, and schools partnering on these barges to reach people of all ages.

And when the river barge event is over? The containerized programs and 
plantings are given back to the community as an impetus for long-term 
revitalization efforts. 

Ward 33

Soft Launch

UMBRELLAS
Shade and weather 
protection with a playful 
appeal 

REFRESHMENTS
Cool summer 
nourishment for warm 
summer days

SPORTS
Sand-specific 
recreational pick-up 
games like volleyball 
and beach ball fun

SUN BATHING
Catch rays while 
lounging at the beach 
container

SANDBOX PLAY
Drifting sands offer a 
great opportunity for 
building sand castles!

CAMPING
Map the stars in the 
dune container and 
imagine a healthy River 
back on Earth

SLEDDING
In preparation for a long 
Chicago winter, bring 
your sled and practice

SOILS RESEARCH
Drought tolerant species 
abound in sandy soils, 
we’ll experiment with 
new soil profiles 

SWIMMING
Get your laps in at the 
pool container, a mini 
public pool in an 
unmatched setting

WILDLIFE HABITAT
Naturalized shelves 
allow for aquatic species 
to have fun too

WADING
Relax and take in the 
sights and sounds of the 
barge

SPA
Solar-gain and heat 
transfer help raise water 
temperatures

CONTAINER TYPE 001
UPPER DECK

SOFT LAUNCH
MOORING LOCATIONS

CONTAINER TYPE 002
LOWER DECK

CONTAINER TYPE 003
NURSERY 

CONTAINER TYPE 004
DUNE

CONTAINER TYPE 005
POOL

CONTAINER TYPE 006
BEACH

FOOD
Grab some local 
Chicago grub from the 
outpost restaurant 

DINING
Movable outdoor 
furniture provides 
flexible seating for 
social gatherings

PERFORMANCE
Come to watch 
theater and music 
performances by your 
community groups 

PROGRAMS 
Join group exercise 
classes for a fun, 
welcoming and 
motivating 
environment

LOOKOUT
A platform above the 
restaurant has great 
views of the Chicago 
River 

PHOTOGRAPHY
Record the people 
and parties that 
transform the river 

SUN DECK
Visitors can catch 
some rays while 
floating on the 
Chicago river

LOUNGING
Oversized 
amphitheater and 
lounge seating are the 
optimal place to read

LOWLAND TREES
Flood-tolerant trees 
are grown for 
distribution along the 
Chicago River

WET PRAIRIE
Fibrous roots provided 
by many grasses and 
sedges will protect 
riverbank slopes 

WETLAND
Watch cranes and 
other species 
populate and build a 
working wetland 
alongside the barge

INSECT HABITAT
Experience ecology 
and the interplay of 
insects and plants 
across containers

INTERFACES
AT THE CHICAGO RIVER

WARD 33



3
grocers

16
restaurants

12
shops

3
coffee

parks

11
EL stops

1
bike paths

10
bus lines

9

10
 m

inu
te

 w
alk

33rd Ward
Soft Launch

Hoerr Schaudt
hoerrschaudt.com


