
The Pilgrim Baptist 
Church, designed  
by Louis Sullivan, 
burned down almost 
ten years ago. The 
exterior walls are all that 
remain, an artifact  
of this once-great work 
of architecture. This 
design transforms the  
space into a new 
National Museum for 
Gospel Music, a posi-
tive addition to the 
Bronzeville community.

The Pilgrim Baptist 
Church is the symbolic 
birthplace of gospel 
music with legends like 
James Cleveland  
and Mahalia Jackson 
getting their starts 
singing at the church. 

The museum design 
preserves the old walls 
as a permanent ruin  
– a ghostly reminder of  
the past. But the mu - 
seum’s design inte-
grates Sullivan’s heavy 
rusticated historic 
façade into a contrast-
ing modern glass- 
and-steel-enclosed  
performance space.  
The concept blends a  
relic of history with  
contemporary design, 
juxtaposing old and 
new. 

The walls inside the old 
façade are built of  
glass so that Sullivan’s 
stone walls remain  
visible from the outside 
and the inside. The  
concept also incorpor-
ates sustainable tech-
nologies like a photo-
voltaic roof that creates 
renewable energy for  
the museum and the 
community.
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The design incorporates 
sustainable technologies 
featuring a photovoltaic 
roof to create renewable 
energy for the museum, 
the community and the 
future. The walls inside 
the old façade will be built 
of glass so that Sullivan’s 
stone walls will be visible 
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The Kaiser Wilhelm 
Memorial Church,  
a symbolic landmark  
of Berlin was built  
in 1891, the same year 
the original Pilgrim 
Baptist Church started 
its construction as a 
synagogue. 

The church was bombed 
during World War II  
and the ruin of the tower 
the only portion that 
survived.

The integration of old 
parts of the church  
with new architecture is 
inspiring. 

The design has become 
a symbol of the ever-
evolving human spirit 
that reminds us of  
the good and bad that 
occurs in history. 




