
Some parts of Chicago 
work, some do not. 
North of Pershing Road,  
the McKinley Park 
neighborhood still works  
for the people who  
live in the bungalows 
and two-flats. 

But just across the 
street the Central 
Manufacturing District 
(CMD) sits virtually 
abandoned, roughly 
three million square 
feet of floor area with a  
land area the size of  
the Loop. This cluster of 
120-foot-high, century 
old industrial build - 
ings was once a work-
place for thousands. 

America has built many 
places that supported 
only a single-use: hous-
ing, retail, offices or 
manufacturing. Today, 
a diversity of uses will 
again make the District 
a destination. Buildings 
with large floor plans 
would draw technology  
companies with a 
Millennial workforce if 
the CMD includes  
other uses such as hous - 
ing, schools, retail,  
rest aurants and recre - 
ation. 

The Bridge, a compo-
nent of the re-imagined 
CMD, is a matrix of 
forms spanning the rail 
yard and connecting 
McKinley Park and the 
Back of the Yards. It 
includes slender apart-
ments, institutional 
buildings, parkland at 
grade and on rooftops 
and first floor retail/
restaurant space. This 
is a CMD that works. 
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Sharing the same fate  
as the Central Man  - 
u fac  turing District in  
Chicago, the 1932 
Seeg muller Factory was 
used for cold storage 
until the roof failed 
and it was abandoned. 
Located near the city 
center, the rebirth of the 
buildings in 2015 was 
part of a larger effort to  
revitalize La Prequ’ile 
Malraux district. 

The steel structure  
supporting the roof was  
removed, leaving  
the con crete frame and  
façade of the lower 
three floors. 

On top of this frame 
a three-story glass 
enclosed steel truss 
exo-skeleton was 
added. Mixed uses fill 
the old building, from 
creative offices for tech 
startups to restaurants 
to institutional uses, 
including the City of 
Strasbourg’s Fabrique 
du Numerique for  
the development of dig-
ital cultures. 

The new steel exo-
skeleton houses 67 resi - 
dential apartments. 
Docks Malraux demon-
strates there is a fu - 
 ture for buildings which  
are a part of our  
 “industrial memory.” 




