
The Little Village and 
South Lawndale neigh-
borhoods are located 
along the South Branch 
of the Chicago River,  
an area ranked second 
for the least amount  
of green space per per-
son within the city.

Meso Chicago offers  
a new point of connec-
tion between the river,  
surrounding neigh - 
borhoods and the region.  
The project emerges 
from the struggle of the 
local community and 
workforce to transform 
the contaminated riv - 
erfront and the surround - 
ing energy/power  
plant landscape into an 
ecological and cultural 
attraction.

Drawing from Meso-
american culture, 
the Cultural Center 
supports activities and 
events, including  
urban agriculture, mar-
kets, arts, music,  
dance, food and lan-
guage. It attracts  
residents and visitors  
to this authentic 
Chicago center for 
learning, celebration 
and events. 

Throughout the site, 
forms, structures and 
names contribute to  
the constantly expand-
ing mosaic of culture  
in Chicago.
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The Ford Manufac-
turing Campus and 
Hegewisch Marsh 
Park demonstrate 
how vision and long-
term collaboration 
by industry, agencies, 
environmental and 
neighborhood interests 
can raise the local 
economy and improve  
a community’s sense  
of identity, cohesion 
and quality of life. 

The “ideal working- 
man’s community,” 
Hegewisch was 
founded in 1883, and 
supported steel manu-
facturing on through to 
the 1980s. Hegewisch’s 
recent fortunes have 
been bolstered by Ford 
Motor Manufacturing’s 
continuing commit-
ment to its Chicago 
Assembly plant, includ-
ing the stewardship 
of a 10-acre Wildlife 
Protection Area on the 
Ford Campus which 
helps remediate toxic 
spoils. 

The Hegewisch Marsh  
has also been recog-
nized as a critical 
habitat by the City of 
Chicago and is now 
closely managed by the 
Chicago Park District. 

This precedent proves 
how a historic neigh-
borhood can be  
sustained as an attrac-
tive place to live,  
work and play through  
a careful balance  
of regional manufac-
turing, neighborhood 
preservation and the in- 
troduction of habitat 
protections and ecolog-
ical restoration – how 
better to build Chicago 
now and for the next 
100 years.




