
Education as a means 
to a better life is embed
ded in the American 
dream. It eludes many 
underprivileged youths 
despite substantial 
institutional efforts. 
This project presents a  
unique way to bridge 
the gap between the  
life people are born into 
and the one they as  
pire to.

MetroSquash is located 
at the corner of 61st  
and Cottage Grove  
in the Woodlawn neigh
borhood. The organ
ization uses squash 
and academic tutoring 
with a healthy dose 
of mentoring to help 
neighborhood students  
graduate high school 
and prepare for college. 

A measure of success is 
the 100 percent college 
acceptance rate of 
MetroSquash students, 
nearly all of whom are 
the first in their families 
to attend college. 

While squash is the 
hook to get students 
involved, the program 
thrives because it 
shows students that 
their own efforts –  
mental, physical and 
emotional – can  
lead to successes they  
may have never envi
sioned for themselves.

Photography courtesy 
of Marian Kraus.
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StreetSquash was 
founded in 1999 as the  
second urban squash 
program in the United 
States – a unique 
combination of academ   
ic tutoring, squash 
instruction, community 
service and mentor ing 
for young people  
ages 11–24. The pro    
gram serves low
income publicschool 
students in the Harlem 
neighbor hood. 

What began as an after
school program with  
24 middle school 
students and two staff 
members has expanded 
to serve nearly 300 
participants from 6th 
grade through college 
graduation and  
entry into the workforce. 

In its early years, Street
Squash ran programs 
all over New York City. 
Then, in November 
2008, it opened a per
manent 18,000 square 
foot home at the SL 
Green StreetSquash 
Center with eight regu  
lation squash courts, 
four classrooms,  
a library and offices. 

The new facility, housed 
in a primarily residential 
building, enables the 
organization to reach 
more children, develop 
new programs and 
build a relationship with 
Columbia University, 
as the Center’s courts 
serve the school’s Men’s 
and Women’s Varsity 
Squash teams.

Image courtesy of 
Richard Dattner & 
Partners Architects PC.




