
This Logistics Institute  
– a hub for education 
and training on con-
nect ing people, places 
and things – harnesses 
technology and archi-
tecture to help revitalize 
a neighborhood that 
has long suffered a 
physical detachment 
from the rest of the city. 

The Institute celebrates 
Chicago as a historic 
center of transportation 
networks and mends 
the isolation of this 
neighborhood through 
programs and special 
events. 

The project site at 
the corner of Western 
Avenue and 16th Street 
is cut off by rail lines, 
dead ends and cross 
streets. Roads and 
rail lines are routed 

through the structure, 
creating an upper deck 
that clears barriers  
to attach to more routes 
and open up views to 
the downtown skyline. 
The exhibit space is 
conceived as a magic 
carpet sheltering the 
structures below and 
serving as a welcoming 
beacon.

Research and classroom  
spaces program the 
street level, access ible 
from nearby Western 
Avenue. These spaces 
offer neighborhood 
outreach in the form of 
after-school survey and 
training courses and 
weekend and summer 
programs. Engineering, 
maintenance, driving, 
controls and every 
stage of the delivery 
process are explored. 

E 33rd

S
 In

di
an

a

N
 M

ic
hi

ga
n

E Randolph

S
 W

es
te

rn

W 16th

S
 H

al
st

ed

W Exchange

S
 L

ak
e 

S
ho

re

E Oakwood

N
 W

es
te

rn

N
 L

ak
e 

S
ho

re

W North

W Montrose

N
 Lake S

hore    D
rive   

N
 Lake Shore

W North

Lake M
ichigan

Lake M
ichigan

W North

N
 P

ul
as

ki



Located on an old pier in 
Rotterdam’s harbor, the 
Shipping and Transport 
College incorporates 
study of both the 
maritime and logistics 
sectors. 

The building’s form 
serves as an icon for the  
institute, evoking his-
torical images of silos, 
cranes and ships, while 
programmatically it 
pushes beyond into the  
modern study of glo-
bal logistics. Offices, 
pub  lic functions and 
educational spaces are 
combined in one center. 

Occupying the ground 
level are public restaur-
ants, media and sports 
centers as well as 
larger spaces such as 
simulator rooms and 
workshops.

Above the main level, 
the vertical orientation 
of classrooms is 
traversed with esca-
lators, letting students 
circulate rapidly 
through the building.  
A lecture hall crowns 
the building with views 
of the bustling port.




