
This proposal explores 
the intersection 
between performing 
arts, civic space  
and physical assets in 
a neighborhood. The 
intention is to leverage 
the economic impact 
of the performing arts 
on underserved areas, 
while invigorating  
the Chicago River as  
an urban asset. 

A waterborne thea - 
 tri  cal platform will be  
seasonal, mobile, 
scalable and cost-
friendly for small 
theater groups. The 
platform will dock at 
former industrial sites 
along the Chicago 
River. Its home port is  
the intersection of 
Chicago Avenue and 
the North Branch  
of the Chicago River. 

The landings are de - 
veloped as vest-
pocket civic plazas 
with infrastructure 
to support audience 
amenities. The 
intention is for these 
civic spaces to “seed” 
the community, and act 
as hubs for economic 
development in and 
around the moorings. 

Potential investment 
opportunities include 
cafes, restaurants, 
galleries, maker spaces 
and live/work facilities.  
The intention is to 
develop opportunities 
for economic and cul-
tural exchange among 
Chicago’s underserved 
neighborhoods. 
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The Bregenz Festival 
on Austria’s Lake 
Constance produces 
theater and opera, both 
in and on the water, 
before a fixed seating 
array on the lakeshore. 

The ingenious “sea 
stage” concrete core  
is anchored to the  
lake bottom and 
capable of supporting 
a stunning variety of 
staging techniques. 

The wave induced 
movement of the 
stage and performer 
contrasts with the 
grounded audience 
and adds greatly to the 
unique qualities of  
the live performances.

Meanwhile, the 
landside amenities 
include a conven-
tional opera theater 
as a refuge for 
performances during 
inclement weather.




